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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondeuce respecting Turkey. 


PART XL.—JULY TO DECEMBER 1940. 


[N 8987/G] No. 1. 

Sir S. Cripps to Viscount Halifax.—(Receiced July 2.) 
fNo. 400. Most Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Moscow, July 1, 1040. 

^ .£2'“*' •nin'cdiate importance which emerged from my converaa- 

MUa4»¥ was that which concerned Turkey and the Balkans'. 

.6. it is clear that the Soviet Government would welcome our assistance in 
arriving at better understanding with Turkey, particularly with regard to the 
Straits. If we could achieve this now wo should, I feel, be in a fair way to 
harmonising the real interests of the three countries and thus creating iwst 
possible guarantee against German aggression in the Balkans. 

3. The fact that the Soviet Union would welcome our intervention in this 
direction, gives us an opportunity of taking an initiative which should greatly 
increase our prestige in the Balkans and Near East. 


' J tlon with 


[R 6703/G] No. 2. 

Viscount Halifax to His Majesty's Representatives at Moscow, Angora, Athens, 
Belgrade, Bucharest, Sofia and Budapest. 

(No. 127. Circular.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 5, 1040. 

THE following commentary on the Turkish attitude and Soviet relations may 
bo useful to you as background in assessing present developments in South-Eastern 
Europe;— 

1. In the long run, Turkey’s foreign policy is governed by that of Russia— 
the hereditary enemy, whoso age-long ambition is to wrest the Straits from Turkey. 
Whatever country is opposed to Russia is, ipso facto, favoured by Turkey. Thus, 
in the last war, Turkey sided with Germany largely because Germany was 
Russia’s enemy and Great Britain was Russia’s ally. Last year, when we started 
our negotiations with Turkey which led in the autumn to the Tripartite Treaty, 
the issue was somewhat confused by— 

(а) The belief, which lasted even after the Soviet Union’s invasion of Poland, 

that the Soviet Government had no e.\pansionist ambitions and did 
not, like the Tsarist regime, covet the Straits. 

(б) The fact that at that time Italy had in Turkish eyes taken the place of 

Riissia as Enemy No. 1, owing to her occupation of the Dodecanese. 

(c) Turkey’s suspicion that (Jerraany wished again to revive the " Drang 
nach Osten ” policy, and her resolve not to lend her heiuelf again to 
this policy os sne did in 1014. 
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2 . It was in this atmosphere tliat oiir treaty was negotiated with Turkey 
last summer and autumn. 

3. Since then Turkey has once more Itccomo aware and afraid of Soviet 
amhitions as regards the Straits, wliile her desire to take the offensive against the 
Italians seems to liave weakened. 

4. At the same time, Turkey has come to the conclusion that she cannot 
expect from us the help that she had homd for under the treaty if she wore 
attacked, especially now that France has collapsed. On Italy coming into the war 
she therefore found an. excuse for not implementing her treaty obligations. The 
pretext for her ahstention, however insincere it may he, was, in effect, Imsed on 
the new facts of the situation. In other words, Turkey cannot risk coming into 
the war on our side unless she is sure that we can come to her defence if she is 
attacked— 


(а) By Italy in the .lEgean; 

(б) By Germany through Bulgaria; and 

(c) By the Soviet Government either through Bulgaria, the Caucasus, or 
by sea. 

S. When Turkey signed her treaty with us she only had in mind (a) and (6). 
But now that the danger of (c) has arisen and is rapidly overshadowing botli 
(a) and (6) in Turkish eyes, Turkey is fast reverting to her old attitude, when 
her foreign (lolicy was dictated solely by her fear of Russia. This is so much 
the case that if this fear should at any moment turn to panic, she might very 
well perform a rompletc rolte-face and cuter into as close relations witli Germany 
as she entered into with us last autumn. This might happen if she felt that 
either with our connivance or ns a result of our impotence in the Mcditorraiiean 
the Soviet Governmeiil were going to make a concerted effort to seize the Straits. 
In that event, it is possible that she would appeal to Germany to defend her 
against such lui attack, and Geminny would have every reason to respond to this 
appeal. In the first place, ns long as the idea of the " Drang tincli Osten ” 
persists in the German mind, Germany naturally docs not want to have Russia 
estahlished across her path in the Bosphorus; and, sccotidly, Germany would 
naturally lie only too willing to detach Turkey from her present (xiniiexioii with 
us and set herself up once again as the protector of Turkey and the Near Kast 
against not merely Soviet hut also British domination. 

(I. The scriohsness, therefore, of a [xissihle toUf-fner on the part of Turkey 
ought not to lie underestimated, and we should leave iiolhiiig undone to hold 
Turkey where she is, I'.e., in the position of a benevolent non-IxilTigcrcnl; and this 
not merely on ncxviuitt of her imixirtance as a military and strategic factor in 
the Near Fast, hut because her example is liouitd to react’on Kgypt, Iraq and Iran. 

7. It goes, of course, without saying that wo should like to have Turkey in 
the war as a lielligcrent Ally, hut failing that we must strive— 

(1) To reu.saure Turkey that the alliance with us, even if it docs not give 

Iter all the security she requires, still represents the liest policy for 
her to follow in present circumstances. 

(2) To ensure that no efforts that we may make to eollalioratc with the Soviet 

Govornment shiaild Iw such as to throw Turkey out of our orbit. 

(3) To prevent a breach or conflict lietween Turkey and the Soviet Govern- 


Sir II. Knalchbiill-llugem'ii to I'l.'coont IliilifiisC.—{Receired July 8.) 

(No. 703.) 

(TclegraphicJ Angora, July 6, mo. 

MINISTKR for Foreign Affairs informed me to-day that he has received 
representations from the Bulgarian Govuriinient in rcgaril to Turkish concentra¬ 
tion on Bulgarian frontier. Representations follow usual lines, viz., that 
Bulgarian Goyernnieut understand position perfectly well and have confidence, 
hut that the Gciicrnl Staff arc less coiifident and puhlio opinion is disquieted. 
They go further, however, in that they represent that the Bulgarian Government 
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are forced to concentrate on their side and that this is extremely costly; could 
not Turks do something about it, e.g., withdraw some distance. 

2. Minister for Foreign Affairs is taking the matter up direct with the 
Bulgarian Government and asking them to put forward suggestions. Ho tells me 
that he hopes at ’east to keep the hall rolling until the autumn, when the usual 
seasonal reduction of [ ? troops] will take place. 

(Repeated to Athens, Belgrade, Bucharest and Sofia.) 


[R 6670/208/441 No. 4. 

Sir //. Knatchbull-Hiiyessen to Vincount llali/ax.—(Receired July 6.) 

(No. 704. Very Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Angora, July 5, 1040. 

PLEASk see ray telegrams Nos. 629 and 687. I am convince that any 
approach on the part of the Soviet Government, cither direct or through us, would 
receive sympathetic reception here. It would be worth [ f much] if the present 
Turkish suspicion of the Soviet Government could be allayed ns ^ards Soviet 
iiervousiioss in regard to sudden action by Turkey. I think there is no justifica¬ 
tion whatever. 

2. If any approach is to bo made I consider the present moment favourable. 
Turkish concentration on the Caucasian front has licen decided on and the further 
it proceeds tbq less fnvoiirahlc will the atmosphere lie. But I think Turks would 
1)0 actually relieved if some approach were made to them with a view to improving 
the atmosphere. This would anyhow he the case if negotiations wore exmfinod to 
the immediate difficulties arising out of present situation. If the general question 
of the Straits rdgimo came up it would, of course, bo more complicated. 

3. Puhlication by the German Government of reports by] my French 
c-olleaguo and General Weygand regarding air action against Baku, &e., is 
climrly designed by (.iormaii Government to f f embroil] Turkey with Russia. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs mentioned this to me to-day, and added that German 
Government had (lefeatcil their own purpose by publishing (Icncral Weygand's 
report, and all showed that the Turkish Govornment would have nothing to do 
with the suggestion. Minister for Foreign Affairs then told mo in rery strict 
confidence that the German Amlmssailor hero 1ms lieen urging on the Greek 
Ambassador the desirability of Turkey coming to some understanding with 
Ru.ssia. Minister for Foreign Affairs observed that he supposed that Herr voii 
I’aMii was expressing his own personal views, as this advice did not corres[)ond 
witn the action of the German Government mentioned above. 

4. I mentioned to the Minister for Foreign Affairs this morning that in 
trying to find out the line of action which Germany and Russia might ^llow 
here at present it soemeil to me that either might argue that His Majesty's 
Government wore now so far weakened as to he unable to provide any support for 
Turkey against the other, and that therefore Turkey would do well to rely on 
Germany for support against Russia, or vice versa. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
said that there had at present lioen no trace of such a suggestion either from 
Germany or Russia. 

5. There have recently licen rumours of intrigues to get rid of Minister for 
Foreign Affairs from the Cabinet. These intrigues may either lie German or 
Russian. I have heard them described as either. If they are German they are 
no doubt designed to get rid of pro-British element. If Russian their o’bject 
would l» to secure an impressive illustration of pro-Russian sentiment. In either 
case Minister for Foreign Affairs is the person against whom they are chiefly 
directed. The Government are perfectly well aware of this, and I have 
ascertained on the best authority that intrigues have failed. I think Minister 
for Foreign Affairs’ position is |X)rfeotly sound. His policy received an 
unanimous vote in the party meeting a few days ago. 

6 . In repenting to Moscow I teg paragraph 5 be omitted. 










[R 6670/208/441 No. 5. 

Sir 11. Kntilchbull-lliigrsseii to Viscount llnli/tu.—(Recriced July 8.) 

(No, 716.) 

('I'eleRrapliic.) R. Angora, July 7. 1940. 

MV telegram No. 704. 

Anatolian agency puliliahed oti 5tli .Inly the text comnuinicatcd by IJeulschea 
Nnehriehten-Biiro of two telegrams alleged to have lieeti sent by my French 
colleague to French Ministry for Foreign AlTairs and now published by German 
Ministry for Foreign Affair's. Agency added {jublication has been made "with 
the obvious intention of disturbing So'viet-Turkish relations.” 

2. Followinp is summary of first telegram ("document No. 4") dated 
14th March, which is descrilied hy Bcutsches Nachrichten-Buro as French 
Ambassador's rcimn of conversation"with Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs 
aliout a projected liombnrdmcnt of Baku and Batoum and Ambassador concludes 
Turks would be unlikely to make difficulties. French Ambassador reported that 
on the occasion of a visit to Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, latter showed 
him on his own initiative telegram from “ the Turkish representative " (corres- 
pondente with Turkish Ambassador in Moscow) to the effect that American 
Ambassador (Moscow) had stated that Soviet Government were anxious regarding 
Baku oil region in the event of air Immbardment and that Americati engineers 
had informed them that owing to method of oil extraction liombardment would 
cause fires which would take months to extinguish. To a ((ucstioii of Turkish 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, French Ambassador had replied that modern 
aircraft had a sufficieiit radius of action to reach Baku from Jer.ireh or Northern 
Irai), but that to do this Turkish niid Persian territory would have to be flown 
over, Turkish Minister's reply was ” do you then fear a protest from Persians? " 
which seemed to French Ambassador sufliciently clear hint that Turkish 
Government would raise no difficulty. Telegram concluded with statement that 
I hud lieeii informed of tenor of atibvc conversation. 

3. Following is summary of second paragraph of telegram (“ document 
No. 0") which, according to Deutsches Nnchriehton-Bilro, shows that if 
action is taken against Baku atid Batoum. it should be arranged not to compromise 
Turkey. The telegram is dated 28th March, and deals with fit) Soviet-Tiirkish 
relations; (4) the possibility of aerial iMimbardment of Baku from Jozirch; and 
(c) the po.ssibility of cutting German-floviet communications in Black Sea :-~ 

(d) aliove: French .-Vnibas-sador reimrted that it would lie difficult to induce 
Turkey to attack Russia, but that it might lie (Kissible to get her to 
follow .Mlies in taking ttii [losition vis-d-cis Russia and concluded that 
'rurkish Government were not fully convinced that Allies could defeat 
Gennany and would maintaiti a very cautious attitude lest they should 
provoke Soviet hostility. 

( 6 ) aliove : in the event of an aerial Iximbardment by Allies of Baku, passage 
of aeroplunes would take place over exttvmely sparsely poimlated 
country and for that reason might even pass iinnotii'od and Turkish 
Government might profess ignorance of the matter in r^ly to Russian 
jirotest. It would lie best not to inform the Turkish (jovernmeut in 
advance and it would even lie well that Turkish Oovernment should 
[irotest to Allies so that if Soviet Government reacted by rommitting 
warfare acts Turkish Government inuld show that initiative in 
aggression had liceti taken by Russia. If, however, Soviet Government 
in ivnseqttencc of stich a Ixmibardment adopted an hostile attitude 
it would lie necessary to help Turkey. This would bo difficult, since 
certain vital points of Turkey were o|)cn to air attack from Russia 
and, owing to climatic conditions it had not liecn possible to construct 
uertMlromes in eastern part of country from which Soviet attacks 
might lie countored. Moreover, icrtain British material had not 
arrived. 

(r) alKive ; Allied naval intervention in the Black Sea would be difficult sinoo 
there was no pixssibility of concealment. Ho cxincludes that operation 
against Baku offers from every point of view the greatest likelihood 
of SUCC'OSS. 
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4. These alleged documents have received a comprehensive dimenti in the 
form of a letter oddressed bv the French Ambassador to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in which M. Massigli denies that he had ever, in any conversation either 
with the Minister for Foreign Affairs or with other memliers of the Ministry, 
requested permission for French aeroplanes to fly across Turkish territory for 
the purpaso of bombing Baku, nor had the Minister for Foreign Affairs ever 
consented to such an operation. He might, in a report on which German 
publication is apparently based, have summarised information casually collected 
and made certain personal coni^ectuies; but he txiuld never have informed the 
French Government that the Turkish Government had agreed to permit any 
operation against Baku nor had he lieen authorised to seek such agreement. 

5. Above letter is published by Anatolian Agency together with the (German 
publication. 


[R 6676/203/44] No. 0. 

Sir //. Knatchbull-llugessen to Viscouni Halifax.—{Received July 7.) 
fNo. 717.) 

(Telegraphic.) Angora, July 7, 1940. 

MY telegram No. 704, paragraphs 3 and 5. 

I presuiiio from your telegram No. 207 to Moscow that text of the German 
white [look is in your posseasion. I have, however, telegraphed summary iti my 
telegram No. 716. 

2. Turkish press is active in [loititing out the correctness of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs' attitude in refusing to have any pari in the proposals for attack 
oti Baku. General Weygand's report makes this easy, and my French colleague's 
letter is much appreciated by the press. Aiiatolian'Agency last night published 
Deutsches Nachrichten-Buro counter-statement which describes my French 
colleague’s dimenti [ ? group omitted j lietter than falsehood, and cxintends 
Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs' remark alxjut the possibility of a protest 
from Iran in tbe event of air attack on Baku is full proof that he was prcimreit 
to agree to the proposed attack. 

3. Since publication of the white liook the Turkish press has been at great 
pains to jioint out the loyalty of the Turkish Government to tlie Soviets, and 
their uninterrupted desire for friendship. 

4. My Polish colleague in the light of his information is inclined to think 
that Germans amiability represents an intrigue against Turkish Mitiister for 
Foreign Affairs personally, rather than an attempt to embroil Turkey with the 
Soviets. This may lie possible. 1 am well aware of the danger of intrigue which 
yoti mention in your circular telegram No. 127 (last senteneo of paragraph 6 ), 
and I think it requires careful watching. Up till now whenever I have enquired 
of the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he sees any sign of a Gertiian move with 
such objects ho has replied in the negative. Information as regards these intrigues 
given in imragraph 5 of my telegram No. 704 comes from two sources: (o) a 
prominent member of the National party very well disposed to us and in tlie 
inner ring hero of whom 1 caused enquiries to lie made; and (b) the secretary- 
general, who spoke to me on the subject with very little prompting on my part 
The secretary-general volunteered that in the pr^nt circumstances a man with 
i^nrnjoglu's quality of frankness and courage was nece-ssary to the country. 


(R 6670/208/44] No. 7. 

Sir //. KnatchbuU-Uugessen to Viscount Halifax.—{Received Julu 9.) 

(No. 727.) 

(Telwraphic) Angora, July %, 

W.) Mi telegram No. 717. 

■J'urkish press of 7tli July reproduced without comment Deutsches Nachrich- 
tcn-Biiro c^munigue describing the statement in Massigli’s letter of 6 th July 
to the 1 urkish Minister for Foreign Affairs (to the effect consent of Minister for 
Foreign Affairs had not liccn sought for the flight of the French aircraft over 
[22696] 3 3 
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Turkish territory to Baku) as futile in view of Massigli’s previous report that 
the attitude of the Minister for Forci)pi Affairs had shown that the Turkish 
authorities were unlikely to raise difficulties if such a flight were made. 
Deutsches Nachrichten-BUro explained Massigli's letter os a lying attempt to 
extricate himself and some Turkialt statesmen from a diflicull’position. (End 
of K.) 

2. 1 had enquiries made at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs ns to why tlie 
communiqud had iieeii reproduced in the Turkish press and without comment. 
Reply wjts that it was realised that the communiquti was a Herman mana'uvre to 
discredit the Minister for Foreign Affairs and that the Turkish Uovernment 
confidently coimted on its publication uniting all Turkish opinion against 
Germany and in favour of Minister for Foreign Affairs. In effect this result was 
achieved. 

3. I was also informed that, in the absence of von Papen at Thcrapia. the 
Gorman Minister had called on the Director of Commercial Department of the 
Ministry for Foreign .Affairs and had asked whether the Turkish Government 
contemplated taking any measures in view of Massigli’s compromising revelations 
about the Turkish hlinistcr for Foreign Affairs, The director replied that the 
publication of the documents by Gornianv had made the position of the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs stronger than ever, and had rallied the Turks of all opinions 
solidly round him. 

4. Deutsches Nachrichten-BUro lonimiiniqii^ and the German Minister’s 
action afford additional evidento of Germans attempting to get rid of the Minister 
for Foreign .Affairs. Von I’apen's action reported in the third paragraph of my 
telegram No. 704 can. 1 thinh. he explained ns having I he same objetd, vis., Iiy 
encouraging improvement of Turixi-Soviot relations, to establish the desirability 
of removing M. Saracoglu, who had refused to come to an agreement in Moscow 
last year. 

5. Please re|)cat to Moscow. 


[R 6730/1218/441 No. 8. 


Sir II. KnatehbuU-lhujesspn to Viscount IIalilux.~(Ilrce.hi’d July 0.) 

(No. 330.) 

V’u’iTu- L t Angora. June 28, 1940. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Turkish Grand 
National^ Asrembly voted on the 30th May last a number of laws ratifying various 
c^mniercitil instruinunts wnclud( 2 (i iKitwecii Ilia, Majesty’s Government and the 
lurkish Government during the last few years. The instrumente thus ratified, 
and the laws ratifying them, all of which were published in the Official Gazette 
of the 6th Juno, are recorded below:— 


(1) No- 3857. Anglo-Turkish Trade and Clearing Agreement of the 
2ud September, 1930, with protocol. 

(2) Law No. 3858. Notes exchanged at Ixindon on the 14th November, 1938, 
for the addition of flower bulbs to scheoule4 attached to the Supplementary Trade 
and Clearing Agreement of the 27th May. 1938. (I do not appear to have 
received copies of the texts of these notes.) 

^) ^w No. 3859. Notes exchanged at Angora on the 23rd August, 1939 
for the inclusion in the Fourth Schedule attached to the Anglo-Turkish Trade 
and Clearing Agreement of the 2nd September, 1930, of all Turkish goods not 
already siiecified therein, other than those specifically named in article 4 (2) 
pf the hupplementary Agreement of the 27th May, 1938. (TexU were enclo^ 
in my despatch No. 500 E. of the Ist September, 1939.) 

(4) Law No. 3860. Notes exchanged at Angora on the 10th October, 1939 
to establish a supplcmeiitary quarterly quota of £T. 6.000 in respect of 
United Kingdom books and periixlicals. (TexU wore enclosed in mv desnatch 
No. 591 of tiie 12th October, 1939.) 

(5) Law No. 3861. Notes exchanged in London on the 22nd November 1939 
for the utilisation of unused quotas under the Anglo-Turkish Supplementary 
Trade and Clearing Agreement, and for the suppression of article 1 of that 
agreement (Treaty Series No. 1, 1940: Cmd. 8151). 
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(6) Law No. 3802. Agreement signed at Ixiiidon on the 3rd February. 1940, 
amending the Anglo-Turkish Treaty of Commerce and Navigation of the 
Ist March, 1930. 

(7) Law No. 3865. Notes exchangetl at T-ondon on the 17th July, 1939, 
transmitting and acknowleilging receipt of the corrected Turkish text of the 
Anglo-Turkish Supplementary 1 rade and Clearing Agreement of the 27th May. 
19'J8. The law also ratifies the corrected tc.xt of the agreement itself. 

(8) Law No. 3860, Anglo-Turkish Trade and Payments Agreement, signed 
at Ixmdon on the 8rd Fehnmry, 1940. with the Agreed Minute, signed on the 
same date. 

I have, iSc. 

H. M, KNATCHBULL-HUGESSF.N. 


|R 6732/208/44) No. 0. 

Sir II. Knatchbull-IIugessen to Viscount Hnlila.t.—(Received July 10.) 

(No. 745.) 

(Telegraphic.) A ngora. July 9, 1940. 

MY telegrams Nos. 737 and 717. 

My Polish colleague-has heard from a Turkish touixo, in which ho has 
lompletc confideiicc and which he says is in touch with inner Government circles 
here, that there is great tension between Turkey anil Soviets at present, that the 
Turkish Government are puzzled as to the rcaixms of this tension and that the 
Gerimin Ambassador is lioing active in attempting to arrange matters, 

2. 1 think that my Polish colleague’s information is iiest explained ns a 
further movement in German intrigue which has two objects; (1) to get credit 
for arrauging an amicable settlement of the dispute lietween the Soviets and 
Turkey. I’or this pacification it would be rational for Germany to promote and 
aggravate such a dispute, or even, if nctessiiry, to invent it. Indeed, in the light 
of what M. Stalin has said to His Majesty’s .-Vnibassudor at Moscow regarding 
his relations with ’Turkey, it may lie (losaiblc that the whole story of tensmn has 
been at least gi-eatly cximgerateil Iw the Gerniuns for this pur|iosu. (’2) To got 
rid of the Minister for Foreign Alfairs. The cxistenie of (icrniiin intrigue tor 
this purpose is common kiiowlcilgo here now, but 1 still .see ih) signs of success. 

3. A further object on the part of Herr von Papon would clearly lie Ip break 
up the Anglo-Turkish Treaty. 

4. My Greek colleague has lieeii to see mo since I drafted the preceding 
paragraphs. He tells me that there is. in fact, great anxiety here as U» Russia’s 
intentions. The Soviet Chnrg5 d’.Affaires has spoken to a mutual colleague in 
terms of marked hastilily to Turkey. There has also been an unfriendly article 
in the Izcestiya. From another source my Greek colleague learns that sonic 
Russian demand will lie presented to Turkey ns soon im the Soviet .Ambassador 
in Angora reaches Mixscow. This should lie on 12th July. My Greek colleague 
has seen the secretary-general and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, both of 
whom are awaiting developments in a spirit of what ho calls fatalism.” 

5. I propounded to the Greek Ambassador explanation put forward in 
paragraph 2 aliovo. He was not atoll inclined to agree. Ho could not, however, 
undorstand why Germany had allowed matters to go so far as point of tension 
which he says now exists. He agrees that the original German move Qniblication 
of documents, &c.) was designed to get rid of the Turkish Minister for Foreign 
-Affairs, and thinks that the Gormans have over-played their part and set in 
motion a force which they now cannot control. He feels confident that Germany 
at present is most anxious to avoid trouble between Russia and Turkey. 
Inciilentally, ho also agrees that the Minister for Foreign Affairs’ position has 
liecn consolidated by recent German intrigues against him. 

6. All his information is, of course, dinmotrically ixmtradictory to the 
languago used by M. Stalin to His Majesty’s Ambassador. I suppose that it is 
iKM^ibie that M. Stalin was attempting to throw dust in order to conceal his real 
Intentions. But if there is .serious danger of troiihlc it may be advisable for us 
to inlor|X )80 Iwforo the Gormans get credit for doing so (see my telegram No. 704, 

[2’2696] B •» 
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paragraph 4). M. Stalin's language would at least provide iusti&eatiou for sueh 
n course. 

.. telegraph my own impressions as to the extent of this 

tension os soon as I nave been ahlc to see the secrelarv-gencral or the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

(Repeated to Moscow.) 


IR 6670/208/M] No. 10 . 

Sir 11. Knatchbull-llu(/essen to I'lscounl lI(ili/ajr.—{Rrceited July 10.) 

(No. 747.) 

(Telegraphic.) j ngora, July 9, 1940. 

MY telegram No. 745. 

I have now seen secretary-general. It is clear that Greek Ambassador has 
greatly exaggeraletl. Secretary-general tells me that Turkish Government are in 
no anxiety. They rofiiwd to allow publication of Izvrstiyu article referred to in 
my immediately preceding telegram, and when asked for their reasons by Soviet 
Kmbiuisy they explained that they wished to avoid mutual press recriminations, 
lurkish Ambassador in Moscow has lieen instructed to discuss the whole position 
with Molotov, including, ns I understand, the German white book. In general 
ho thought the position was not had. 

2 . Secretary-general's interpretation is more on the line of paragraph 2 of 
my telegram No. 745. He considers it to lie a German intrigue with the object of 
ending out whether there is anything going to come between ourselves and the 
^viot {lovenimont, and whether there is any danger of a rapprochement between 
His Majesty s Government and the Soviet or lictween Turkey and the Soviet 
The (lermans are, according to the secrctarv-gencrnl, desperatelv anxious Iti 
prevent any such rapprocliements, and are aim'ing at (hemselvcs assuming in due 
course role of intermediary between Turkey and Russia. There is ahso the ohject 
of getting rid of Minister for Foreign Affairs. Secretary-general tells me ilint 
lioth their objects have failed and are seen through here. 

3. Secretary-general saw German Ambiuiaador to-day. The latter raised 
the (question of the Straits and spoke of Russian desiderata, but secretarv- 
general was unable to induce Herr von I'anen to lie more siiccific. Secretarv'- 
general on Ins side pointed out that all Rukuiui dosidernta had lieen examined iit 
Montreiix. 

4. I told secretary-general that all I had heard here ns regards passible 
Russian demands on Turkey conflicted directly with the information I rweived 
from Moscow. Secretary-general was interested, and st'ciiied nnxioiis that we 
should encourage Tiirco-Soviet rnp|>rochemcnt. 

(Re|X!ated to Mostow, No. 20.) 


(R 6670/208/M] No. 11. 

Sir II. Kiiatchbull-llugessrn to Viscount llaliloji.—(itrerirrd Julu 12.1 
(No. 759.) 

(Telegrophic.) daiiorB,/a/y 11 , 1040. 

MY telegram No. 747, paragraph 4. 

. - ^ that it would serve a useful purpose if I were authorised to 

inform the Minister for lorcign Affairs or the socretarv-geiieral in detail of 
recent conversation between His Maiesty's Ambassador at Mostew and Stalin 
c . c I- ‘''® mywlf.to ''ory brief indication of tenor of 

what Stalin aaid. in particular indications of desire for closer approach to 
lurkey. What 1 have said has lieen very eagerly taken up by the Minister for 
foreign Affairs and the secretary-general, wIki apiicar anxious that the matter 
should go further without delay. 

3. I thought it wise to give them some indication of Stalin's attitude in 
view of German intrigue referred to in my i-ecent telegrams. 

4 I am convinced that the sooner this matter con bo followed up the lietter 
(Repeated to Moscow, No. 243.) 
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[R 6778/816/M] No. 12. 

Viscount Halifax to Sir II. Kruitchbull-llugessen ^Angora). 

(No. 589.) 

(TeWraphic.) R. Foreign Office, July 12, 1940. 

IN a stat^ient yesterday in the House of Lords on matters arising from the 

f resent situation in the Eastern Mediterranean I made the following reference to 
urkey and the Balkans 

"As regards Turkey, we remain bound to Turkey by the closest ties. It will 
bo remembered that on the entry of Italy into the war the Turkish Prime Minister 
glared that Turkey would cnaintain her present attitude of non-belligerencv. 
Hia Majesty's Government fully appreciated the circumstances which led to this 
dKision of the Turkish Government, who throughout have kept in close contact 
with His Majesty's Government. Meanwhile our treaty with 'Turkey stands, ns 
does the friendship and sympathy between our two peoplas on which the treatv 
is based, and which has rendered it in the past, as it aW will in the future, a 
fniitful basis for constructive co-operation oetween us, both as long ns the war 
continues and in the years of pence to come. 

"Meanwhile your Lordships may have olworvcd that the Germans are actively 
>n stirring up unwarranted suspicions and alarms wherever they can in 
^'•*'® *‘®P® making these countries the dupes 
of German policy. But, as I have tried to indicate, I hope and lielicve that the 
peoples of that region, some of whom are not without experience of the methods 
of the States ranged against us, will not be deceived and will remain steadfast in 
their loyalty to those principles for which wo are fighting. I am encouraged to 
think that we are showing ourselves to lie capable of affording assistanca and 
protection to our friends and Allies in that part of the world. Wo shall certainly 
I need not add, maintain our effort. Wo shall prosecute the war with the utmost 
vigour, being confident in the ultimate success of our arms." 


(Repeated to Athens. No. 393; Bucharest, No. 592; Bcdgradc, No. ' 333 - Sofia 
No. 255; Moscow. No, 245, and Budapest, No. 207.) 
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[R 6841/816/M] No. 13. 

Sir II. KnutchbuH-Uugessrn to Viscount Halifax.—(Recciced July 13) 

[o. 771.) 

(1 elcgmphic.) R. Angora, July 12, 1940. 

1 KlMlt Minister made statement in National Assembly this afternoon 
Statement had for sole object to comment upon documents recently published by 
Germany. Following are the most salient points:— 

2 , Circulation of these documents, whether correct or false, should in no 
way cauro anxiety to the Turkish Government or people. Government 
r ? ardently] desires that these documents should he published without alteration 
becau^s® such publication could only afford new proof of correctness of policy of 
the Turkish Goyernment. Turkey would hayc nothing but contempt for those 
who tried to base on these documents accusations of lack of sincerity or to use 
them as an occasion for compromising Turkish statesmen. 

?• New nnd vigorous 'Turkey is not to lie compared with the old Ottoman 
Empire, therefore ' maintenance, departure or replacement of Turkish states¬ 
men could only take plnra by the decision of the National Assembly and could 
only be accomplished with its approval." ■' 

4, 'Turkish statesmen to-day are not of the kind that follow a policy 
favourable to one foroi(jn country or another, they only serve Turkish interests 
and the security of the Turkish Republic. 

6 . Above considerations have lieen overlooked in the conception of the 
propogwnda which hua l)een conducted. * 

circumstance' ‘ho attitude of Turkey in the present 

liheJv determined to defend its independence and 

liberty, Turkey united an one body awaits ovenU. We do not seek to provoke or 







nttaclf our iipif'hlKuir.s, and we notice with saliafaction evident proof that they 
have tlie same aiuilinicnts towards us.” 

8 . Occlarntion wont on to oflirm the determination of the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment to continue their present policy, which only aimed at defending their 
country. In spite of the pre.sent world situation, Turkey did not seem in 
imminent danger and continued to be animated hy the desire to maintain good 
relations with nil States and, in particular, with Us neighlnurs. Any threat to 
Turkey's indc|>endence or territorial integrity would result in Turkish people 
taking up arms to defend their country to the end. Turkey had no wish to see 
peace in Near East disturbed. 

0. Prime Minister had the most enthusiastic reception and resolution was 
uiinniinously carried. Various Deputies spoke after him in the same sense. 

(Repealed to Belgrade, Bucharest, Sofia and Athens.) 


[R 6776/208/Ml No. 14. 

Sir S. Cri/fps to rii'count llalifiLX.—(Receited July 14.) 

(No. 460.) 

(Telegraphic.) Stoscou), July 13, 1940. 

YOUR telegram No. 237. 

In view of tlie apprmich to Turkish Government suggested in paragraph 4, 
1 should bo glad, if the time comes, to learn the views of His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment regarding the actual basis upon which an im|>rovcment of relations between 
U.SiS.R. and Turkey could lie achieved. 

2. Unless I am forearmed in this way, a further approach to Soviet 
Government on Ijncs suggested will almost certainly be interpreted hy them as a 
blank cheipie, will encourage them to inciease their demands and will create 
most dangerous dead-lock. Far from improving relations, niy approach to Soviet 
Government would in these circumstances have precisely opposite effect and might 
well precipitate war ip the Block Sea. 

3. Main (loint at issue is, of course, regime of Straits, ami therefore, unless 
His Majesty's Government are -preiiarecl to siionsor .vome modifiontion of the 
Montreux Cfonvcntion in return for a Soviet guarantee of Turkey, it will, in my 
opinion, do far more harm than good to revert to quest ion with Soviet Government 
at present stage. 

4. Recent information suggests that the present [wlicy of Axis Powers is 
(rtl to steal qur thunder by encouraging Soviet Government to "stabilise” their 
relations with Turkey, and (b) hy raising question of Straits to recreate dead¬ 
lock which precerled conclusion of Montreux Convention. By (a) they no doubt 
hope to stall ojf trouble in Balkans until they arc ready to deal with it themselves. 
By (b) they will seek to produce the aiUutary explosion when the time for action 
comes. By encouraging Soviet Government to raise question of Straits without 
iiaving any definite solution in view to put forward ourselves, there seems, there¬ 
fore, to lie little doubt tlmt we shull lie playing straight into Germany's hand. 

(Please re[)ent to .\ngora.) 


[R 6776/208/Ml No. 15. 

Sir //. Knatchbull-Uuyrssen to Viscount Halifax.—{Received July 10.) 

(No. 700.) 

(Telegraphic.) A ngora, July 16, 1940. 

MOSC'Ow telegram No. 400. 

I agree with IIis Majesty's Ambassador at Moscow. Unless wo can achieve 
some ad hoc understanding between Turkey and Russia confined to covering 
(KiKsihle emergencies arising out of the war, there seems no possibility of obtaining 
any results without opening the Straits question. In any wise, the Soviet (Govern¬ 
ment are sure to seize the opixirtunity to secure some satisfaction for themselves. 
Incidentally, 1 presume that “ the Soviet guarantee to Turkey '' (as in iiara- 
graph 3 of Moscow telegram) is not intend^ literally and that what wo should 
aim at is mutual understanding on equal terms. 


2. I have been examining reports of negotiations during the Turkish 
Minister for Foreign Aflairs' visit to Moscow lost October and nave sent some 
notes with a privote letter to Mr. Nichols by bag leaving on 12th July. At that 
time the Soviet Government attempted to secure from the Turkish Minister for 
Foreign Allairs, firstjly], some deiinitioii of the manner in which the Turkish 
Government would apply the Montreux Convention in so far os Russia is 
concerned, and, secondly, some admission of a specially favoured position for 
Russia os against other Powers in regard to the Straits regime. This might have 
taken the form of on agreement recognising the existence of a bilateral Russo- 
Turkish interest in the Straits Convention superior to the interests of other 
countries (see my telegram No. 607 of 14th Cictolicr, 1939, paragraph 4, and 
my despatch No. 622 of 5th October). At that time and even since the Turks 
have adhered strictly to the outlook of the Montreux Convention, which I think 
represents their Magna Carta. 

3. I have twice made it perfectly clear to the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
that we have no intention of pushing thorn into anything which would involve 
the involuntary sacrifice of Turkish rights. I have also said that in my opinion 
it will be difficult to secure any result without touching the Straits question. The 
Minister for Foreign Affairs must be perfectly alive to that fact. Ho told me this 
morning that the Turkish Government are still considering their reply to the 
question in paragraph 4 of your telegram No. 585. 

4. There have been leading articles in Tan on two consecutive days arguing 
that with the present German domination in Europe the position is altered. 'The 
danger of Mnetration by Great Britain to the Black Sea in now reduced, and the 
danger of land penetration to the Black Sea hy Germany or Italy is common to 
Turkey and Russia. 

6 . It is worth mentioning that the conviction expressed in the first para¬ 
graph of my telegram No. 704 was the result of verv clear indication given to me 
by the Minister tor Foreign Affairs that ho would readily receive an approach 
from the Soviet Government. The secretary-general also seemed keen at the time. 
The question of the Straits was, however.'not the foremost in their minds then, 
although they can hardly have ignored it. 

(Irepeated to Moscow, No. 268.) 


[R 6776/208/M] No. 16. 

Fi'scount Halifax to Sir S. Critnis {Moscow). 

(No. 273.) 

(Telegranhic.) Foreign Office, July 16, 1940. 

YOUR telegram No. 460 [of 15th July; M. Stalin's invitation to His 
Majesty's Government to help in bringing about an improvement in Turco-Soviet 
relationsj. 

The reason for our readiness to take up M. Stalin's invitation to mediate 
between the Soviet Union and Turkey is not that we are hopeful of achieving a 
now settlement as regards the Straits, but partly liecauso we do not wish to 
appear obstructive, partly because we feel it would lie useful to bring M. Stalin 
into the open, and partly because we might ultimately hy this means bring the 
two Governments to co-operate against the common danger of a Gorman penetra¬ 
tion to the Black Sea. 

2. The instructions in paragraph 6 of my telegram No. 685 to Angora made 
it clear that wo have no intention of fostering any settlement at the expense of 
Turkey. If, therefore, in reply to an invitation to state more precisely what ho 
has in mind, M. Stalin should make projiosals which arc uniiccoptahlo to us and 
to Turkey, wo should tell him so. and there could be no question of giving him a 
blank cheque. In short, Mart from our own interests in the Straits, tlie views and 
wishes of the Turkish Government will decide not only whether or not His 
Majesty's Government approach the Soviet Government on the subject of the 
StraiU, but also the manner in which to present the case to the Soviet Government, 
if it is decided to do so. 

(Repeated to Angora, No. 611.) 
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[R 6776/208/44] No. 17 . 

Sir S. Cripps to Viscount Halifax.—(Receiced July 18.) 

(No. 480.) 

(Tclj^raphie.) Moscow, July 18, 1940. 

VOCH telegram No. 273. 

■ I *00 >1. ia not whether the Turkish Government oppose His 

Mujestj- s Ciovermneut’s wish to approach the Soviet Government on the subject 
of the Straits, and, if so, in what form, but whether we can prevent the Soviet 
(lovornment from raising the question themselves if Turco-Soviet relations are 
to be discussed at ail. And to this I feel sure that the answer is “ No." 

2. At a time when the Soviet Government are clearly manoeuvring for 
defensive positions against Germany on all fronts, the question of StraiU is 
hound to overshadow, in their view, all other aspects of their relations with 
Turkey; and they have long lieen known to regard Montrcu.x Convention with 
dissatisfaction. 

3. There arc thus two courses ojicn to the Soviet Government:— 

(») Attempt to frighten and weaken Turkey to the [loint of ceding to them 
a preponderant share in the control of the Straite; 

(A) To gain some more modest share in that control by friendly negotiation 
and lo-operation with Turkey against an eventual German attack. 

The latter course is the wiser policy, since the former might defeat iUs own object 
by driving Turkey to seek German protection—an eventualitv which wo also must 
111 our own iiilerests, do everything possible to avoid. But tfie Soviet Government 
do undoubtedly aspire to some share in the control of the Straits, by whatever 
means this IS achieved. mere platonic rcaflirmation of traditional Soviet- 
1 urkish friendship is not enough for them, in face of rapid German e.Ypansion 
for they know that against that enemy Turkey could not hold the StraiU singlo- 
haiided. and they are naturally doubtful of our ability to afford adequate helu 
in the present circumstancos. 

4. If therefore the Turkish Govormiicnt and His Majesty's Government are 
prepared to concede some modification of the convention 111 favour of the Soviet 
Union, there is a good chance of bringing aliout a Turco-Soviet rapprochement 
thereby barring Germany s advance towards Asia Minor and at the same time 
weaning the Soviet Union from German influence. If, on the other hand we arc 
not preparccl for this sacrifice it would, in my opinion, lie folly to raise Soviet 
hmies in vain by promoting Tiirce-Soviet discussion. Broadly sitenkiiiK we 
already know what Stalin wants from such discussions, and it is worse than 
useless to ' hring him out into the open " if we merely bring him out on the wrone 
side. Ihsappoinlmcnt ns n renewed and positive refusal to recensider the Straits 
regime would enceiirago the Soviet Government to adopt course (a) aliovo with 
all lU dangers to ourselves; and although final objective of this course would lie 
1 - 011181^01100 against Germaii attack [group undecvpliernlilo] tactics mieht well 
lie soine arratigemenl with Germany for the joint intimidation of Turkev 

(R<*peatc(i to Angora. No. i^5.) ^ 


(R 8612/1/44] No. 18. 

Sir II. Knalchhull-llmjessen to Viscount Halifax.—(Receiced July 19) 

(No. 810.) 

hfy'’tSram No. 576. 

pe commercial secretary was informed on the 17th July that the Germans 
and tvjen endeavouring to secure four further concessions in respect of ml hoc 
commercial arrangements: (1) Higher [group iindecypherahle] value of mark as 
apiiist 1 urkish currency (2) Um of fiinds owing to Germany under previous 
clearing agreement. (3) Use of all three Turkish schedules against first German 
list only (sea paragraph 2 (6) of my telegram under reference) and for some 
limitation of goods to lx- obtained by Turkey against £8 million Turkish assigned 
for Turkish imports from Germany. - ^ 
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2. These claims have now been abandoned by the German Ambassador, and 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs connects this with the failure of von Paiien's 
intrigue [I in connexion with] recent German white book. 

1 L ® secretary learns the final agreement has not yet been 

signed (though the conclusion was reported in yesterdiw’s press), and the official 
doling with the matter in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs is hoping for a delay 
of signature for some weeks. 


(R 6776/208/44] No. 10. 

Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen to Viscount Halifax.—(Receiced July 20.) 

(No. 818.) 

(lelegraphic.) .1 ni/oni, Ju/y 19, 1940. 

MY telegram No. 776. 

I have now received the following reply :— 

Majesty s Ciovernment [ I omitted : are] already aware that 
1 urkov attaches much value to the (fovolopment of Turoo-Sovict relations ns 
also of those lietwcon Uie United Kingdom and the U.S.S.R The Turkish 
Government, therefore, sees nothing against Sir S. Cripps making necessary 
soundings with the Soviet Government in order to learn their point of view 
without committing the Turkish Government on the subject, and without 
entering into a fundamental discussion of the question, as Turkey is by no 
means disposed to accept a compromise which does not take fully into account 
her ditncultics for the maintenance of her full Kovoreigutv, and entire 
political independence and security.” 

(Repeated to Moscow, No. 39.) 


[R 6776/208/44] No. 2(1. 

Sir //. KnatchbuU-Hugessen. to Viscount Halifax.—(Receiced July 20) 

(No. 819.) 

(Telegraphic.) . r u 10, 1940, 

alt in final sentence of the 1 urkish reply is clearly to call 

attention to the question, but the Turkish Government have avoided saying so 
definitely, as they are ni^t anxious to incur no accusation of having themselves 
® .‘“P'®- .They realise that it may come up and consider 

H t did and if It proved impossibje to satisfy Soviet desiderata, things would 
rb„ cLv lirccarious position if it rould he pointed out that it wasentirely 

of 'nitintivo in raising it. Moreover, article 29 

of the .Straits Convention already provides the machinerv for the revision 

2 The Miiiistor for Foreign Affairs agrees with me that in the present 
un^tain situation. It wou d almost lie impassible to make more than an «s/ hoc 
agrTOmciit, and that the elements necessary for any long-term revision of the 
treaty regime do not, in fact, exist at present. ' 

(Repeated to Moscow, No. 295.) 


IR 6776/203/44] No. 21. 

Sir H. Knutehbull-Huge.ssen to Viscount Halifax.—(Received July 21.) 

(No. 825. ^ret.) 

^ly'telegrnm No. 810 and Moscow telegram No. 480."^°™’ 

I agree with His Majesty’s Ambassador at Moscow that it is out of the 
f“«l>er without the SUiet Goverlient 
raising the Straits question, and I realise the danger of a deadlock if the Soviet 

Jeply ^ Turkish Government were [icrfcctly alive to this in drafting thefr 
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.■2- Turkish ]) 08 ition is that they will await more precise statement of the 
Sovi^ point of view, and will then examine it before declaring themselves further 
I to-day read to the secretary-genernl my telegram No. 818. and ho expressed 
agreement with what I had said in it. 

3.. Turks will never abandon their independence, sovereignty and security 
nor will they compromise their ultimate control over the Straits. Secretary- 
general points out to me that if riirkoy were to agree to allow or prevent passatro 
of warships in war time she woiijd, in the event of war, inevitably liccomc the 
ally of the Power to whose warships she allowed passage, and the onemv of the 
1 ower to whom she refused it, and this without any choice of her own. 

4. But if the last sentence of my telegram No. 818 is studied, I think we 

are justilicd 111 admitting the inverse sense of the words used, and assuming that 
^ H- 1 ™ dispe^d to accept (or at least examine) a compromise 

which did take full account of difficulties named. 

5. Turkish reply was largely inspired by a desire to be ns helpful as possible 
to ourrelyes in the negotinlions we have undertaken. It was this argument with 
whicli Minister (ot boreign Affairs prevailed upon his Cabinet ixillcagues to accept 
matter ^ understand at first they were unanimously opposed to pursuing tlie 

6. If we can rely on what I have said in paragraph 4 nliovc. there may lie 
«)me possd.ility of doing something on the lines of (f.) in paragraph 3 of Moiow 
telegram No. 480 and in the course of any negotiations it should lie possible to 
argue convincingly that the present moment is not one in which we can usefully 
discuM a long-teriii arrangement. Offer must de|>end on our own position in the 
Mcilitcrrancnii and the iillimiito decision there lietween ourselves and Italy 

, , German threats, and ns 

regards that, Ihreats to all oiir interests are identical, Kussinn, Turkish and 
British, fins should provide nintcrinl for an ml hoc agreement more compre¬ 
hensive 'ban a mere plntonie renllirmation of Turco-Soviel friendship. 

«r Affairs' own view, ns 1 uiidersUiiid it, is that in fare 

of fiorninn thrents liirkisli, British and Soviet interests are the same; that it is 
111 our general interest that Turkey should retain control of the Straits ns being 
neither a strong nor an aggressive l>owcr, that ns long ns Oreat Britain retains 
cimmnnd of the Mctliterrnnenn, it is not of vital importance whether Ru8.^n' has 
free tmssage of Straits or at least a share in control, and that if only mutual 

ir.litciUt'Slvi Tire^mt''^^^^^ «^ 0 ,dd no 

tie (iiincuit ^nen nrosont (lormnn menace. 

n. Incidentally, my conversation with him on lOth July left mo more than 
ever convinced that .mssibility of Turkey turning to Oerinaiiv^or siip^n m-ainsl 
Russia, at least under present rdgiine, is so remote as not to deserve rensidcraUon; 


IR 6830/203/Ml .No, 22, 

Sir //. Kiuilrhbull-llmjessrn to I'iscount Hali/iu.—{lteceivc(l July 24) 
(No. 840.) 

®^',*"'''‘® Gic factors which in the existing circum- 
..d I il, u,. 

iiicreasiiigly clear. This conflict is due to the threat of tlmgrewinK (^rTan 

ronrerrte'HuashJ’Tiirlf '"®'j'“'® ."‘f «■ menaoe wliich is of 

, 1 . v}' ,T“f>'®y “"<1 ourselves. Indeed, until a decision has liecn 
reathed in the Mediterranean, this can lie said to be the only clearly defined 
factor oil which an agroement can be based. ^ ■ '‘®""®" 

3. Such an ngreenieni can only lie. designed to deal with the existing 
aitualioii. Although the deniands made by Stalin of the Turkish Minister for 
i"^ the matter unsuccessfullv and Imre 

"‘fended to ensure to her a privileged position in regard 
If the straits, those demands appeared nevertheless mainly designed 

to cover the e.\i8ttng situation, L,i5,S.R, had just concluded their agreenieut with 
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te u^t Bie "■ “f®"!®''- Iiowcvcr, to be no definite attempt 

miKnreLiif '“fact, some of Stalin's demands were for 

for Forefim^ ^/“® ™"''®‘’V®x'!' *''® ‘'‘‘'•ff protocol given to the Minister 

in ite final paragraph the words " in view of the war in Kurope," 

to cover morethnn^fl""'"!^’"®"^- “’®L‘ ‘'an hardly iiavc been expected 

for^hf lZT^n resri 1 ®®”^;^®'!®'®8 of fn® moment. None of the Straits' regimes 
l».i«a®f I .'®ar8 have been in essence more than ad hoc. Although some have 
iTthe iwf® ® V P®'‘“.f'“®’ •’“''e >>®e“ on the relative strength 

® •^^“•'®®'■‘i®'' “r of »'"* ‘'>®.v have been upset every time inter- 

®8',“[‘hj''.’'-m has changed. An agreement such ns that now contemplated 
of 3fe waf '^""®' ** expected to last more than the^rioii 

woulLp/iaTreigfilflrfollorfl^ ‘''® ''•'®® ®"'’®®"'®‘' 

u'l'®'"'"!'® fovereignty and integrity and the certainty of 
»ing able to control the Straits in her own interests when any of 
these are threatened, • 

^"’"1 “'O '''®“ hy any dcfiiiito Power, 

liy (.erniaiiy via the Danulic'or the Balkans; 
0.1 /■'- ^ ''®® "“"hips to pass into the Mediterranean, 

(t) Oreat /lritein.--hecurity from Russian naval threat in the Mediter- 
riiiiean, and freedom to send her warships into the Black Sea either 
IwiTiff?'' f '"■hey or for the better prosecution of the war or a imssible 
tit marche to assist Russia against fierniaiiv'. 

6. The situation since the Turkish Minister for Foreign Allairs' visit to 
imrafmi. r(-"‘Ti^’ preoccupation iiow^is to guard Imila- f 

not i^'ainat (.rent Britain hut iigainst Cieriuanv, lo ncrseii 

principles "‘®''®forc, that an agreement could lie based on the following 

(6) f’".'"'" '« “Kree not to attack one another. 

(5) Only (<re.it Britnin and Russia to agree not to ask Turkey for passage 

0.1 rolh'fr.“ kS- 

(c) Turkey only to allow such passage for iniiliial defensive piirimses, and in 
/,/! r ^ I f Uroop mmfteu] assiirnnces to that cflect. 

( ) In the event of Russia or (Jrcat Britain joining any Power or comhina- 
,-i T ^ f 'he other, almve eiigagetnenis to ifZ, 

(e) Turkey to undertake not to allow her territory or territorial waters to 

%itfill RfLia”"" “ “ •‘"“‘■‘“'op®""!®''® «S«inst Great 

if) Ruiwin and Great Britain to giiaratitee not to thivatcii or attack Tiirkev's 
T or Mvereignty, and to admit ultimate righfof 

thffllfiJd: ‘'’® Turkey considers these If 

“".'’"“y Iissunie this right if threateiiedl 
iff) h">“jly. ‘t would be necessary to reallirm the validity of the Montreiix 
Convention and to drelare that nothing in the proposed agreement 
could override or vitiate that convention. Our object should bo to 

fZigmfenrifZfZui'ffr"^ “ '’®™"‘"®"‘ "“■'''‘"X 

in cZTt ^uXTpKkir awauliif'refflioirf^ 

9. Ihcsc siiggcstinns (to not take into account Stalin's anibitions regardim. 







16 


[R 6644/M/7] No. 23 

Sir //. KnatchbuU-Ilugessen to I'iscount Uali/ax.—(Received July 25 ) 

(No. 84H.) ' » 1 

(TclograplnO No. 703. ‘'"'S' ^4, 1940. 

in g 

KJ. Iv'plca^'bvthat Bulgarian Government had been 
^rcvi i\ piea.‘<e<l by rurkish Minister for Foreign Affuirs’ oronofinl thm fhnv 
r*nvA auggestions. They hnd followed up the matter and Turkish 

no “> i" pint of fact there w^re 

■in Wllom ^ troops nearer general frontier than usual winter quarters, i.e aboia 
’’“'^■•inns had seen nearer frontier werill^ 
enpagcil in diping fortifications. These were lieing continually changed and 
l^re ^ilig on.^ ™"“'‘ »l-'>«>'“=n«ion tiTat eons"idera\le 

gather thi^'^nire" ii^-^n^Sd."'’'’'"'" I 

{Ue|)eaied to Sofia.) 


[R 6826/316/44] No. 24 . 

Vmount IliiUfax to Sir II. KnatchbuU llugeesen (Anoora) 

(No. 300.) \ J /' 

State^in•■^'n'’‘**-'*nsint/»iitxl on the Parliamentary u’ndcr^Swretary of 
State on the 22nd July. He described the moment of his call as “ tlie m™ 

wuntrv he sa“d ' wouirL'''"l?'""‘' l’ 'i'*'®/"" gtnndeur of the traditions of this 
uounrrv, ne saia. would be oKservctl now that we were fiehtini. ninnn ti.. 

SK., i~!L“ ntari:i; wii'X” r.7 u.."'?.'!?.;"?™”"' i 

^'trormightlea7?lerm«nTto1hen^^^^^^^ 

In the former case, Turkey would immcdiatelv be im.SLa •“ V “ 9“nal. 
latter she would lie involved cventuallv Of /.Ti *'^***'^ the 

Herr Hitler, he considered that the 1^ Smicult l„ T® 7^'®^- '’®*^n™ 

sinca an invasion o.f Great Britain .7ghltt'pre‘t“empti^g" 

the c1err.laTa?t1mnr\7;ml^n''Sey "“'i®® >> 0 ^ 

Soviet Union itseli had deS 11^6.1^ 0 ? V"',?!' ^"i'®*'- The 

Having failed in this attempt, Herr Hitler had now^.n^ “1*""“^“”' to Turkey. 
Union in his recent speech. Though the Soviot^tni!?® ^i*® ®®''i®‘’ 

proposals to Turkey alSout the Sfu, Jelntln t^tL tw?'*® no.definite 
improving. ** ottween the two countries were 

Cair^; m3w and'wa^dnK.""’ A'»'>"'«>"d-rs at 

I am, &c. 

Halifax. 
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IR 8612/1/44J No. 26. 

Sir II. Ktialchbull llugessen to Viscount Halifax.—(Received July 26) 
(No. 857.) 

Tutvo-Uermnn Uommercial Agreement signed to-day. 


IR 6776/203/Ml No. 26. 

(No 318) Viscount Halifax to Sir S. Criirps (Moscow). 

(lei^raphic.) foreign Office, July 26, 1940. 

regardhig^he f,r4.°' ^ T-rco-Soviet understanding 

... ^i?“f '^Ptt^d in your telegram under reference and in earlier telegrams 

?v I . of takiiig up with hi. Stalin his suggestion tliat Soviet relations 

i!!.. ‘®th®y,'“'Kht be improved (see paragraph 4 of your telegram No. 390) have 
^11 ijurefully studied. As you will have seen from telegrams exchanged with 
His Majesty 8 Amlwasador in Angora, the Turkish Government seem ready to 
peniiit His Majesty s Ooverniiieiit to act as a mediator, provided always tlmt 
tlieir full sovereignty and entire political iiideiiendencc and security " are 
sreured (Angora telegram No. 818). The tentative conclusions reached ny His 
Majesty s Government are ns follows :— 

2. You should seek an early interview with M. Stalin and inform him that 
he remarks he umdo at your meeting with him on 1st July, aa reported in vour 

telegram No, 399, have been carefully considered by His Majesty^ Government, 
who huve, in their turn, consulted tlie Turkish Government. His Majesty's 
Government are naturally anxious to do all they can to see a progressive improve¬ 
ment in the relations of Soviet Russia and Turkey and would Be quite ready to 
place their services at the disposal of the Soviet Government wiili this object 
in view. At the same lime, they must make it plain that the control of the 
Straits, to which M. Stalin referred, is a matter of groat difficulty and comploxitv 
His Majesty a Government would be ready to study any suggestions which the 
Soviet Government may wish to put forward. But the Sov® Government wilt 
no doubt realiM the practical difficulties in presept circumstances of modifying 
the Montreux Convention, Moreover. His Majesty's Government do not concoal 
the view that any modification of the convention which would be of practical 
utility to the Soviet Government is unlikely to be acceptable to the Turkish 
Government or, for that matter, to His Majesty’s Government. For their part 
His Maj^ty s Government consider that the most ho|)eful line of approach is 
supplied by thejiossibility that the Soviet and Turkish Governments, in conjunc¬ 
tion periups with Hia Majesty's Government, might recxignise that they hiive a 
common interest in protecting the security of the Straits against the ever-present 
thTMt of German and/or Italian aggression. Might it be possible to roach some 
ad hoc agreement on this basis t 

3. Please let me know \yhether you see serious objections to speaking in 
the above sense to M. Stalin,^ it being understood that you would yourself avoid 
making any concrete suggestions in regard to an ttd hoc agreement between the 
two countries for the defence of the Straits, but merely endeavour to elicit such 
suggestions from M. Stalin. 

4. For your own information, since Turkey, under article 21 of the 
Montreux Convention, has the right to apply the provisions of article 20 when 
threatened with imminent danger of war, it occurs to me that this right might 
provide a convenient point de dipart for an agreement between the two countries 
under which during the present crisis, the S^oviet Government, if requested to 
do so by TurkM, would lend her aasistapee in the actual defence of the Straits. 

5. Your Excellency’s telegrams show that you yourself are not convinced 
that on approach which would allow the Straits question to be raised will accrue 
to the benefit of His Majesty’s Government and you seem to feel that in bringing 
M. Stalin " out into the open ” we may push him on to the wrong side of the fence 

[22696] e 








I oifTcc lhai tlierc is some slight risk iu taking the action suggestol above, but I 
leci lliat tins risk is more tlian balanced by the fact that (a) we shall thus, as wo 
1101 ) 0 , obtain from the Soviet Uoveninient a statement of the true nature of their 
aims in regard to the Straits—for I still believe that the iiossiblc resultant 
disillusionnienl of the lurks will probably redound to our ndvanUige, (i) to fail 
to take up M. Suilin s invitation might be construed us a rebuff at a moment when 
we aiX! endeavouring to improve oiir own relations with tlie Soviet Union, and 
(c) we cannot afford to renounce any chance, however small, of helping to bring 
aliout an iiiiproveiiient in Tnreo-Soviet relations. 

. Angora telegram No. 825 seems to reinforce views cxpres.sed alwve ns to 

aggression **" "" «gre«t»ciU for defence of Straits against German 

(Uepeated to Angora, No. 003.) 


[R 6776/208/44] No, 27. 

Sir S. Cri/ips to Vigrvunt Ualijax.—(Receiced July 29 1 

po.020.) ' y ; 

(Telegraphic ) Moscow, July‘2S. mo. 

No 5^^' telegrain No. dl8, Ang<jru telegram No. 840, see also my telegram 

amlwssadors to sec M. Stalin except on Uio very rarest 
^Mions, ami I do not sec any chance of another interview with him under the 
present circumstances. It is most diflicull to obtain an interview with M Molotov 
an^inlerview nsk?rf^™t'l' Government, and 1 am still waiting for 

I . staled (see my telegram No. 821), I consider it would Is- 

dangerous and unwise for His Majesty's Government to attempt to act as niiddle- 
M I! "k “"y ''‘jSottat'ons on this subject. The most that we can safely do is to 

iwn aUiS^a^iT^he^^^^^^^^^ is willing to discuss the matter, indicating our 

own uititiulc. and then leave the initiative to one of two parties. 

un,, J only possible form of agreement is ad hoc, but such a one 

full share in dec-iding whether and horrhrrrit^ctoTsra be‘giv"f ‘ “ 

basis, hilt tt’mMt'te remomI»rarOmruSjl-TrtX'^“!i^^^ “ “ 

free to raise the ipiestion of revision in KXr 194?^ Government will Ih, 

No. M. !.'S t’sr '■ 

are. frae to arrive at any m range™ is’ to hmv ,h Turkey 

obligations and rights within the invention " '"’P'<t"’r»t 'heir 

vvar,she can,'und:^„Zde 2 ?,S «ith immediate danger of 

question of the passage of vvarshK which leaves the 

and she cun make wlmt arrungcincnta she wishtTim IT Turkish Government. 
It would seem that it is only in such clrcumsln^rtloo h ““® <*'“retion. 

iVmron"*''”""""' ‘‘"y -ay eoiifi::;:.etThe"’‘;rJ.vrsiK'f"/;;^ 

paragraph' 2 of yorteiram Ks tZtSc-' ■■"iir""”''’' '7"- of 

Cioiernmeiit do not conieal." this woulil lie iiiiei-nrnti-.i hiajesty's 

as excluding the possibility of revision or clariffcniTnn r^.i '" Government 
lion after N’ovemWr 1941 and wonl<riZiv"“"'O"- 
an <Hi hoc undci^tnnding. * ^ nion. deter them from coming t/> 
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r.i“'/o tapir 

£>| 1 rr-‘rr iSofszU.i- - 
W-i .ill;;! it 

ment rary c^ifndenUallyZ^' " “>"’"’“oiontion to Soviet Govern- 

£z;i.r 

(Ite|)eated to Angora.) 


[R 6803/208/44] No. 28. 

Sir II. Rnalchbull.llaycsscn to Vheount llali/a.r.-[Rrcchcd July 31.) 

irele^raghic.^ telegram No. 529. 
hollowing are my comments;— 

impoi^iihle‘ra''b;Tuce'^e^TuT^is^ ^ ‘*™ 7«“i" ‘hat it would l« 

our own intentions it ought to lil-lp matters ““ ® * reassured os to 
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Majesty's Aralaissador at Moscow, some system mielil be devised for distioguish- 
ing lictwecii the Dardanelles (which are clearly 'lurkey's front door more than 
Knssia’s) and the Bosphorus; and giving Turkey sole control as regards the 
former, while admitting to Russia some form of veto or joint control as regards 
the Bosphorus and [two groups undccypherable] came to n decision as regards 
protection of the Straits, making some arrangement for Turco-Sovict co-operation 
or consultation for Bosphorus. 

(rf) Paragraphs 6 and 7.—I agree. I assume reference in paragraph 7 to 
articles 21 ana 2() means that any Turco-Soviet arrangement which may now come 
for joint protective action or for any interpretation of Turco-Soviet obligations 
and rights within the Montreux (Convention would lie. if possible, an expansion 
or [group undccypherable] Turkev's rights under articles 20 and 21, and would 
not come in force until a siUintinn had arisen such ns is envisaged in those articles. 
This, f conclude, is also what is intended in paragraph 4 of your telegram No. 318 
to Moscow. 

■ ((■) Paragraph 8.—1 agree. 1 think inclusion of sentence quoted from your 
telegram No. 318 to Moscow would he dangerous now and that it would lie better 
to confine ourselves to the wording of the Turkish reply in my telegram No. 818 
in so far as the Turkish (iovernment are concerneil. On the other hand, I consider 
the last two sentences of paragraph 2 of your telegram No, 318 to Moscow would 
be helpful. But see also (i) limow. 

(/) Piiriqjraph 0.—I agree. Position after the war is so unpredictable that 
we cati hardly do anything else. 

(</) Paragraph 11.—I imagine, in the long run, will have to be tripartite. 

(A) Parngrnnh 12.—in principle, 1 agree all four points, though I am 
uncertain ns to the advisahlilty at jiresent stage of including the reference in (c) 
to articles 21 and 20, In general, I am inclined to think communication on these 
lines, which could easily be brought into harmony with that pro|)osed in the second 
paragraph of your telegram No. 318 to Moscow (for instance, {<•) above), would 
jiresent advantages that my simple enquiry suggested, in my telegram No. 818, as 
It sets lip in advance certain limits to fvoviet reply. But, if we make communica¬ 
tion on lines suggested, we shall not exactly le carrying out the wishes of the 
Turkish (inveriiinent ns contained in my telegram No. 818 (which proposed merely 
[ two groups iitidecypherable] without committing the Turkish (Iovernment). We 
should rather lie putting forward proposals, although very widely and gcncrnllv. 
I should like, therefore, to lie authorised to cotisult, or at least iiifonn, the Turkish 
(iovernment ns to this suggested communication liefore going further. 

(Repented to Moscow.) 


[N 6109/40/88] 


No. 20. 


Sir S. Crii/ps to Viscount //a/i/iu,—(Hercired August 3.) 

(No. 580.) 

(Tolcgrnnhic.) ft’n r/oir. A/oseote. d ajust 2, 1040. 

MOLOTOV S speech to Supreme Council. 

After stating that no essential chanee had occurred in Soviot-Turkish 
relations, Molotov went on to assert that Massigli’s disclaimers could not alter 
character of (ierinau white-book documents. As far bock as beginning April 
Soviet Uovernmont Iiad complained of flight of foreign aircraft over Batoum’ 
Turkish Government had at first detiied that any aircraft had come from Turkish 
territory, but had later undertaken to adopt measures to prevent flights of this 
kind in future. White-book revelations “ made it obvious what kind of aeroplane 
this was." 

(Re|)eatod to Angora, No. 48.) 
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[R 6880/208/44] No. 30. 

Viscount Halifax to Sir //. Knatchbull-Hugessen (dngoro). 

(No. 693.) 

(Telegraphic.) foreign Office, August 3, 1040. 

YOUR telegram No. 881 [of 30lh July : Communication to bo made to Soviet 
Government regarding Turco-Soviet relations], 

A communication to the Soviet Government on the following lines would 
seem to meet the view of His Majesty's Government, His Majesty's Amliassador 
at Moscow and your lixcellency. Please ask Turkish Government whether they 
see any objection to such a communication;— 

(a) Renmrks regarding Turco-Soviet relotions made by M. Stalin at his 
interview with Sir S. Cripps on Ist July have bcM)n carefully 
considered by His Majesty's Government, who have in their turn 
consulted the Turkish Government. His Majesty’s Goveriiuiont arc 
naturally anxious to do all they can to see a progressive improvement 
in the relations of Soviet Russia and Turkey, and would lie quite 
ready to place their services at the disposal of ’thc Soviet Government 
with this object in view. At the same time they must make it plain 
that the control of the Straits to which M. Stalin referred is a matter 
of groat difficulty and lomplexity. His Majesty's Government would 
be ready to study any suggestion which the Soviet Government may 
wish to put forward. 

(A) While the Montreux Convention must remain os the |icrmnncnt Ixusis, it 
will lie o|K'n to the Soviet Government to suggest a revision of it in 
Novemlier 1041, and they may bo assured that Ills Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment will consider any suggestions with an open mind in the light of 
the circumstances then ruling. 

(c) For their part Hie Majesty's Government consider that the most helpful 
line of approach is supplied by the possibility that the Soviet and 
Turkish Governments, perhaps in conjunction with His Majesty's 
Government, might recognise that they have a common interest in 
protecting the security of the Straits against the ever-present threat 
of German and/or Italian aggression. They have reason to believe 
that Turkey would bo prepared, while having regard to (A) above, to 
consider an ad hoc arrangement on such lines with the ftoviet 
Government. 

(rf) Do the Soviet Government consider such a biusis offers imssihility for 
useful negotiations] 

(«) Have the Soviet Government any other suggestions ns to how a useful 
ad hoc arrangement could be made within the jurisdiction of the 
Montreux Convention ? 

2. For your own information, necessity for consultation has already caused 
some delay, and I should hope that Turkish Government will not wish 
substantially to modify above wording. 

(Repeated to Moscow. No. 340.) 


[R 6741/3/67] No. 31. 

Sir //. Knatchbull-Hugessen to Viscount Halifax.—{Heceieed August 4.) 
(No. 911.) 

(TelographicJ Angora, August 3. 1940. 

I TRIKD this morning to compare notes with secretary-general as to present 
developments of German [mlicy in the Balkans. Minister for Foreign Affairs is 
still away on short holiday. 

. 2. I said that, in addition to German hold on Roiiniania. wo had now 

witnessed at Salzburg an altcmpt to carry German authority furtlior by 
influencing Hungary and Bulgaria in regard to their claims on Roumania. This 
might be interpreted as an attempt to break up the Balkan Entente and thus 
threaten Turkey's position politically or otherwise. 

[22898] c 3 
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3. I asked what ho considered to bo the position of the liolkon Entente at 
present. Ho replied that judicia|ly it of course still existed. If Bulgaria were 
to attack Uounionia the old question of obligations of the Balkan Entente would 
arise. Nevertheless, he thought it most unlikely that such an attack would take 
place, and he was certain that Bulgaria was waiting for the fruit to be well 
stewed before it dropped into her mouth without any cIToit on her part. On the 

K ilitical side, he said, there were rumours that Italy was making suggestions to 
oumania that Itoumania should come to some direct understanding with Turkey. 
OMect of this was, presumably, further disruption of the Balkan Entente. He 
did not, however, think this proposal very feasible, and in any case it was only 
a rumour. 

4. Speaking of Roumania, he agreed with private information that the 
German hold did not apmar to be complete, and that, apart from the position of 
Hu^ia with regard to uie same country, there were signs of development of a 
national spirit which might upset German calculations. But ho told me that the 
Turkish Ambassador at Bucharest re|jorted that throughout his |)eriod in 
Roumania he had never seen the people so depressed and demoralised^ 

5. I then asked in these circumstances what he thought was the true reason 
of the present German desire for peace in the Balkans. Germany could not only 
lie interested in the Balkan harvest, which in any cose would Iw of very little use 
to her, unless she came and took it, as there might not lie much to spare. He 
answered that in his opinion Germany was using the Balkans as a political 
resoryo. on which she could ultimately draw to pronde satisfaction for Italy and 
Russia in the event of her being victorious. From this point of view it was 
nccesaary to keep things quiet in the Balkans,' and. in the event of victorv, 
Germany would then bo able to settle things imacefiillv and make small 
exmeessions in the Balkans ns would bo necessary to satisfy her friends. 

0. I said that it was sometimes suggested that Germany would make a 
military move in this part of the world. It seemed to mo tlmt such a move could 
only be an alternative to invasion of Great Britain, as the effort of making lioth 
together would bo too great, and Oormanv would probably not have enough 
strength left for a move in the Balkans if she tried conclusions with either on a 
largo scale. Secretary-general agreed. Ho did not bv any means rule out the 
possibility of a German advance in the Balkans, but he thought it would not lie 
1 1 group omitted] because, as he put it, if this were to take place wo should lie 
more or less back in the position of 1018. 

7. See also my immediately following telegram. 

(Repeated to Athens, Belgrade, Bucharest. Budapest and Sofia.) 


[R 3812/l/«] No 32. 

Sir //. Knatchbull-Ilugessen to Viscount llnlifajr.—{Keceieed .lugu.it 4.) 
(No. 912.) 

(Telegraphic.) Angora, August 3, 1940. 

MY immediately piyx.eding telegram. I spoke to the secretary-general this 
morning about signs which I have noticed of the resumption of German intrigue 
hero. These ap|>ear both iwlitical and commercial. 

2. On the political side I mentioned the article in the Herliner 
Hdrsenzeitung of 30th July by Mcgerle. This article expressed the view that 
sintx) the Sahburg and Rome conversations, events were developing in such a wav 
as to deny U> the Balkan Entente any right to further existence. The end of the 
entente placed Turkish aspiration f 1 s in a diflicult position]. She would laive 
to decide whether to go on with her present policy which would render her final 
eviction from Kurope definite, Turkey must choose lietwoeii this and a " free 
and reasonable adaptation to the present Kiiropcan conditions which can no more 
bo changed " (see also Sofia telegram No. 444). 

^ On the commercial side, I mentioned certain articles in Turkish press 
and German propaganda which had been actively moliilo since the signature of 
Turco-Gorman C ommercial Agreement, with a'view to further expansion of 
Turco-Gcrman trade. The secretary-general said that Gormans ore taking the 
line that n piesent] agreement is a matter liotween the Oovernments, and that 
the Turkish Government have control of the trade covered in the agreement. This 
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deprives individual Turkish firms which previously traded with Germany of any 
lienefit, and therefore trade should be furtner increased to give them a settlement. 
Secretary-general stated that the German Ambassador had recently proposed a 
further agreement covering £T. 200 million worth of goods. With this there had 
licen hint of the good prosjiects of the Turkish harvest. Secretary-general does 
not appear to have given an encouraging reply, and stated the figure was qiiite 
out of [ ? reach of] statistics in general. The secretary-general said that TurKish 
Government were fully alive to the fact that German intrigue would lie continued. 
(Repeated Athens, Belgrade, Bucharest, Budapest and Sofia). 


[R 6825/316/44] No. 33, 

Viscount Ualijaj to Sir II. Knatchbull-Ilugessen (Angora). 

(No. 314.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, .-lugust 0, 1940. 

I ASKED the Turkish Ambassador to call this afternoon in order to give 
his Excellency an opportunity for an exchange of views about the international 
situation. 

2. In the course of a general conversation Dr. Aras said that he had never 
admired more than ho did to-day the calm resolution of the people of this country, 
in the face of a situation Llie daniter of which they fully realised. In the course 
of their history, his Excellency said, the British people had always shown the 
greatest obstinacy in defending their cause, but at the same time a perfect 
readiness .to consider a reasonabm compromise. More than once he expressed his 
conviction that, if Hitler were a really intelligent statesman, the best thing he 
oould do to-day would be to come to a reasonable arrangement with Great Britain, 
by which the latter would be left in control of the seas. I told his Excellency that 
if by this he meant that Great Britain should allow Hitler to dominate Europe, 
a settlement on these lines would not appeal to British opinion for very obvious 
reasons. The Ambassador explained that it was no part of his meaning that 
this country would not also have a great part to play in the organisation of 
Euro|)c, since the extent of the British Empire was such that no real settlement 
could lie reached anywhere without its coilaloration. Such an understanding 
between Germany anil Great Britain was precisely what Italy feared, though, 
paradoxically enough, she also feared a long war. Turkey, however, for her part, 
would welcome an Anglo-German understanding on these lines, for so long as 
Great Britain were undefeated Turkey would have no reason to fear Germany. 

3. His Excellency went on to say that, while he could not foretell whether 
Hitler hud sufficient intelligence to resist the desire fur further successes, ho was 
sure that ho must always have in mind the consideration that by launcliing a 
large-scale attack against this country he would inevitably incur losses wliich 
would leave Germany in a state of relative weakness cis-d-iiis her so-called friends, 
Italy and the Soviet Union. 

4. As regards the latter Tower, his Excellency said that he had not ticen 
favourably impressed by M. Molotov’s recent speech. As a friend of the Soviet 
Union ho could only deplore the altitude which M. Molotov had adopted towards 
Great Britain, for it could not lie in the interests of the Soviet Government to do 
anything to weaken Britain’s jMwer of resistance nt this juncture. It should lie 
rcmemlxired. however, that M. Slolotov had an exaggerated fear of Germany which 
often caused his political judgment to err. 

5. When wo were discussing the various future courses of action open to 

Germany, the Ambassador expressed the view that action by Germany in the 
Eastern Mediterranean was unlikely, since it would entail groat practical 
difficulties, ns well as the use of considerable land forces, in an area where the 
British fleet could lie particularly effective. The Germans, he said, knew enough 
about Turkey to realise that she would not desert Great Britain, and that threats 
would not move the Turks any more than they moveil the inhabitants of these 
islands. In the circumstances German activities in Turkey were largely confined 
to the spreading of peace propaganda. j 

HALIFA.X. 
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[R 6830/208/44] 

Sir //. KnatchbuU-Hugessen to Viscount Halitar.—tReceired /I uoust 7] 
(No. 935.) ' 

‘^lofin'dlcgram No. 693. 

owini “f secretary-gonernl [ (until] afternoon of 6tli August 

romnmti?Lit?on e‘vcn him French translation of prophscd 

a^X ^rfiesi "“1 ^ Turkish Goi'crnXnt 

at tlie earliest possible moment, as it is imiiortant to avoid further delay. 

answer toX“rrow ^ *>°P« ri-eive the 

ii,. ?’ 'I through he expressed preliminary opinion that it onened 

the door too widely and gave tL Soviet Government too many oWortunitX for 
~ng concessions in their favour without tommittinrthemTanything i^ 

\ informed me that he had receiveil a telegram from Turkish 

wriourvlew of mXov"'"''"*’' Amlmssador took a very 

^ Molotov s sj)ecch. Secretary-general has replied to I’lirkish 

Anibasaador exprCTsing views siinilnr to thosa reported in my telegrani No 90S 
and emplinHising that he does not consider Molotovas s(>eech in any sense alarminir 

Forei;^n'‘'XXT‘v “> inform Depuly ConTmimr ?fr 

o.k'^ A*^'* t"®. pny a rapid visit to Angora, leaving about 

Ambassador is to make it clear that he wants to bo absent 
P<»8ible. Ho is also to ask Ueputy CommSir 
roktbins'X,?^ Oovernment cun make am- suggestions for improving Turco-Soviet 
Jl'®"' Ho would (ommuni^to W such 

siigg^tions to furki^i C>ovornment while in Angora ^ 

.Secretary-general at first wishetl to defer the answer with restiect to vnnr 

““'S'r,;'*’]'.?."'' •• E,»- 

(Aepoated to Moscow.) 


tR 6920/17/441 No. 35. 

Sir //. Knatchbull-Hugesscn to Viscount H,tli/a.r.-(Rscrircd A uoitst 8) 
(No. 938.) ‘ ■' 

(Telegraphic.) , 

?OfjR tilegram No. 154. Circular ^ 

As r^mrds external affairs, there is nothing to add to my recent telegrams 

and [gioupt'diliyphSl"']?^ ''““®®®- ®«‘' Postern Anatolia ready 


[R 6880/208/44] No. 30. 

Sir //. Knatchbull-Hugcsscn to Viscount llnlif<u.-(R,ccicsd August 10 .) 

MY telegram No. 935. ^ “5"“' >940- 

comn{uniPonT«.;Syt.:j:^am“N^^^^^^^ ®“ ‘h® 

too .nan®oShSt"X'tr”nrnrt^^ 

advantage of whatever offers are implied on ou^ side ^dTfut'aT; adva^n'^^ 
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on their own side. They adhere therefore to the view that it would bo unwise to 
O'" “lake any suggestions until Stalin’s views are known, 
ana Mat therefore the best course is to act on lines indicated in my telegram 
repeated that the Turkish Government desir^ to 
Keep entirely in the background at the present stage. 

"““ded me an oral communication to the effect that proposed 
t^eat. teyond framework of my conversations with Minister for 
himself, and that it was desirable to adhere to the method 
tarZinH Secretary-general’s communication went on 

or nn^.- Cfrernmenl on their part considered any examination 

u' question should have for its point exclusively the safeguarding of 

polAitial independence and security within tfe limiu of 
which 8{^ial aitualion of the Black States could be considered. 

■ 1 ’i T> /”'*■, there had never been any question of Turkish or 

'®'’"®8fd and that we had^made this quite clear, 
seems fearful that if lommunication is made in terms 
propased in your telegram No. 093 Stalin will lie able to score some points 
against thes® rights, and. while refusing an agreement with us on the^ines 
proposed, to maintain for the future the use of the argument that we had shown 
r^ich ^ ronccMions. He explninetl also that he did not think anv 

f “ 18 .implied in propored communication would be likelv to deter 
btalin from joining Germany and Italy if he intended to do so, as in .such a X 
he would clearly hope to realise his ambitions in regard to the Straits with their 
assisLanc'o, and it would not matter what wo said. 

(Bojwated to Moscow.) 


[R 69a3/818/Ml No. 37. 

Sir//. Knatc/ibull-//ugessm to Viscount //<di/,i.r.—l/{cceiced A uoust 101 
(No. 957.) ' ' 

Telt^rep^c.)^^^^! No. 012. •' •' “i""' ®’ 

J'.refoi’nied l.ho secretary-general this morning that I had learnt on nlwolutclv 
®®®''®‘®7 Herman Kmbassy hml staZ“Xt thi 
Gorman Ambassador had returned from Berlin with information and instructions 
which would prodiite interesting developments msiruttions 

To. ^i' ,Tlio secretary-general informed me that Von I'niien hud visited him at 
Istanbul on his return and had pointed out that Germany was now em'agJd h 
rearranging the Balkans, and that it would be in Turkey’s interest to accent tbn 

^Tknn^^A’n/A?/' “ 1 ® j®'',i‘"®r®P®® support it and to mainUin peace, 'fho 

Balkan hnt^nte was dead, tho Iripartito Troatv with 01*0411 nritnin t* 

rreiX’ '"“■'X ^^erefore ^iow 

8ecret4iry-general appears to have returned an uncomproraisinir reply and siwki* 
with some sarcasm in informing me of tho above. ““'"'"8 reply ana siiokc 

3. I remarked that Von Papen’s conversation was much on the lines of ibo 

article roferi^i to my telegram No. 012, second paragraph. Tho secretarv- 
wneral replied that the German Ambassador had expressed groat annoyance that 
tills article had not ^n reproduced in the Turkish press, and had sS B 
came from an official source. ‘ siatea tnat it 

4. Tho Ooiminn Ambassador had also tripH fA a/«n«wv * 

with the alarming nature of Molotov’s speech. The recretarv 

that too much im,^rUnce shoul.l not be'^ached to thTsS 
Gorman Amba-ssador s view of its significance was cnrpn..t^®.’i,®**i i ” .“® 
that Molotov had said things which were not iileasant for GerL“ny TT'lhat 
tho war would bo a long one and that the Uniteil States were ouZrl\Ao^' 
(Reiieated to Athens. Bucharest, Budapest, ^Igrado and Sofia.) 








[R 6987/208/44] 33 . 

Sirs. Cripps to ViscouiU Halifax.—(Received August 11.) 

(No. 602.) 

(felegroplna) Moscow, A ugxist W. \UQ. 

ANGORA telegram No. 954. 

After my interview with Stalin I originally advocated trying to bring about 
a lurco-Soviet rapprwhement. I naturally assumed the Turkish Government 
would welcome tins and lie nrepnred to play their part as one of the two principals, 
it IS now clear, however, that this assumption has proved incorrect. 

‘r I secure another interview with Sulin, to go to him again 
without n single helpful or concrete suggestion (after si.x weeks to consider his 
earlier remark) and with nothing but a request that he should hold forth afresh 
on his own attitude towards Turkey would merely be an irritant. His attitude 
i" *‘^ 1 , "'^P'ced largely by [? resentment] at non possttmus line 
taken b> Saiacoglu when he was last in Moscow; and in the light of recent Angora 
telegrams I do not see how I c-ould honestly pretend that the Turkish Government 
[! were now very much] more forthcoming. 

^ “ '.’cttecment of Turkish Government relations 

with Russia without their co-oiieration. and her unsuccessful attempt to do so 
neces-sarily [J inyo ying] some emphasis on the e.visting causes of difficulties’ 
would merely prejudice our relations with the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics’ 

n.ov. u, 

'p 1 .‘•'c •'i'ue .I'na come to make this pasition quite plain to the 
1 urkish Government and to intimate that failing a more helpfid attitude on their 
jiart we do not propose to do anything further. 

(Repeated to Angora, No. 40.) 


(R 6880/203/44] No. 30. 

(No 381) P'scoun/ Halifax to Sir S. Cripps (Moscow). 

(relegraphic.) /''oreign Omce, August V3, IHO 

men* ,l« have seen from Angora telegram No. 954 that the Turkish Goveni- 
ment do not agree to the propj^ communication to the Soviet Government set 
out in my telegram to Angora No. 693, and prefer that you should simply “ make 
.Government in order to learn their point 
of t indicated in Angora telegram No. 818. " 

M ^nlin nr Presumably be made only of either 

, n 1“ 'lew of the difficulty of seeing either of these it 

ould probably lie necessary to make a written communication to the Soviet 
(lovernment. I Ins communication might lie on the following lines 

‘‘ Remarks regarding Turco-Soviet relations made by M Stalin at his 
interview with your Excellency on the 2 nd July haVe been ^rok.llv 
Majesty 8 Goyernment, who have in their turn consulted 
to ,ln Ml « fiovernment are naturally anZli. 

‘ ‘uscc u prtwr^ive improvement in the relations of Soviet 

Russia and Furkoy, and would bo quite ready to place their services at the 
dispoMl of the Soviet Government with this object in view. They would 
miitter” * Soviet Government in this 

nKiiJ!- Excellency may consider that such a communication is open to the 

obj^tion referred to in your telegram No. 460, namely, that it will be ^^tornreted 
by the Soviet Government as a blank cheque. I am inclined to take thi^ view 

SilLicaL alCtt.''® ^ 

(Repented to Angora, No. 762.) 











[R 7048/203/44] No. 40. 

Sir I!, KvatchhuU-Ilugesscn to Viscount Halifax.—'{Received August 15.) 

(No. 080.) 

(Telegraphic.) Angora, August 14, 1940. 

MOSCOW telegram No. C02. 

Minister for Foreign Afiairs h.as returr.ocl, and I spoke to him tins morning 
pointing out that there seemed to be objection to both courses which had been 
proposed, viz., that in my telegram No. 818 and that iii your telegram No. 693. I 
said I had not as yet received your views on Moscow telegram No. 602, but it 
seemed to me that certain considerations stood out clearly, viz., («) cither course 
proposed might have the effect of 'drawing from Soviet Government demands 
which could not Iw followed up; (6) in that event our last jiosition would be wor.so 
than our first; (c) there seemed to be no call for haste, in fact it would appear to 
be imprudent to go too fast. I therefore suggested the best course now was to 
. await the arrival here of the Turkish Ambassador who might bo able to throw 
more light on the probk-m. TTc is diif within the next dc.y tv.m. 

2. TiiC Minister Mr .Vimirs .•uilreiy ■ i. i; i.is view Sislin 

will commit himself to noihing, citiicr wi;ii Gcrm.'ir.v or ^nisWlvos, wiiilo tiie iss;;c 
between the belligerents remains undecided, but tii.a if the issue goes in our 
favour the Soviet Government will m:ike soate move towards us of their own 
accord.’ 

3. Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me that the Turkish Ambassador 
■at Moscow, in reply to the question indicated at the end of paragraph 4 of my 
telegram No. 935, had only obtained an answer to the effect that the Soviet Govern-' 
ment would bo most happy to receive any expression of views or suggestions from 
the Turkish Government. For the rest, ho had been received in most friendly 
manner both by Molotov and by the Assistant Commissar. 

4. Tho Minister for Foreign Affairs will explain Turkish policy fully to 
tho Ambassador when he arrives (see my telegram No. 876). 

5. In view of the above, and subject to your views on tho Moscow telegram, 
it would seem best to leave matters as they are until it has been possible to discuss 

. tho whole position with tho Turkish Ambassador at Moscow. 

6. Your telegram No. 381 to Moscojv has just arrived. Suggestion submitted 

above seems consistent with the views expressed in last paragraph of your 
telegram. ... 

(Rope^ited to Moscow.) 
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[R 7110/5/67] No. 42. 

Sir II. Knatchbull-/litgessen to Viscount llolijax.—{Itcceived August 18.) 
(No. 008.) 

(Telegraphic.) /I «yor«,/I 10, 1040. 

GKUMAN Ambassador saw Minister for Foreign AfTairs and also President 
of the Rcpuldic on 15th August. Minister for Foreign Affairs has given me the 
following account:— 

2. German Ambassador explained at lioth interviews that Hitler had desircil 
him to inform the Turkish Government directly ns to what had taken place at 
Salzburg; it was recognised that Turkey was an- important element in the Balkans 
and had a right to know. Hiller had been most reluctant to lake any initiative in 
settling small disputes, and particularly wished to avoid acting as arbiter. He 
had acted so at Vlenna on one occasion without success, and ditl not wish to repent 
the experience. Nevertheless, he had been approached from several quarters with 
requests to act in this capacity, and had finally decided to olTer his services after 
receiving a letter from the King of Roumania asking him to do so. Nevertheless, 
ho had done his best to confine himself to giving good advice and encouragement 
to the parties concerned to settle their disputes among themselves. Minister for 
Foreign Affairs asked whether this applied only to questions outstanding Iwtween 
Roumania, Ilungary and Bulgaria, or whether anything had lieen said about other 
matters, .such as Bulgarian claims against Greece or Vngoslavia. (Icrman 
Ambassador replied that matters had l)een limited to questions between Hungary, 
Roumania and Bulgaria. 

•1. Herr von Papen then turned to Turco-derman relations. • Germany fully 
recognised that Turkey would l)c loyal to Anglo-Turkish alliance, and she had no 
cicaire to oppose tliis. Nevertheless, it did not seem to he :i necessary conseouence 
of this policy that Turkey shouhl show so much hostility to Germany, Minister 
for 1‘oreign AfTairs replied that it was not Turkey who had made rupture hut 
Germany, who had cancelled the Turco-German Commercial Treaty, and various 
contracts for war materials on order for Turkey. Putting aside the attitude 
of the press it would bo impossible for the German Ambassador to point to any 
concrete case in which Turkey had adopted a hastile attitude to Germany. Herr 
von 1 a^)cn at first tried to in the jtress, but had to accc[)t ^linister for Foreign 
Affairs statement. Noverlhoic.ss, ho pre.sscd for a more friendly altitude in 
general. German Ambassador asked reason for Turkish mobilisation and con¬ 
centration in Thrace, which he tried to interjirct as offensive in purpose. He also 
mentioned reports about preparations for offensive from Salonica against 
Mini.ster for I'oreigii AfTiiirs pointed out thnt these wore purely 
defensive measures nece-ssitated by the disturbing situations all round and the 
need for lieing prepared for any danger which might arise. Ho mentioned the 
present trouble between Italy and Greece which had suddenly appeared out of a 
blue sky. Moreover, early preparations wore more nccc.ssary for Turkov, as she 
had no benefit of high industrial devclopiiicnt and communications like luiroponn 
countries. As to Salonica it had been throughoiil a purely defensive matter and 
in the existing situation General Staff would have been to blame if they had 
not prepared for every po.ssible eventuality. 

4. German Ambassador also suggested that some of the Turkish prepara¬ 

tions might to directed against Russia. This was strongly repudiated by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, who mentioned protocol 2 of the Tripartite Treaty 
and pointed out that in every political engagement or action iindcrlaken by 
vvilhRuMTa” “ reservation in the sense of maintaining-friendship 

5. German Ambassador spoke of the recent German white took and made 
some expression of regret at what had passed. He said that Germany had “ cii 
beaucoup de torts in consequence. Minister for Foreign Affairs askbd why the 
Germans had falsified publication ns reported in my telegram No. 708. German 
had b^n (BsmisMd^ t«“l'e little of this and stated that the person responsible 

0. On leaving Herr von Papen asked whether his Excellency thought 
Germany could do anything to alleviate friction between Italy and Greece 
Minister for Foreign Affairs said anything that could to done to preserve peace 
would to effected. He commented on the fact that the Gorman press and broad- 
costs hod made no allusion to the Grceco-Italian situation. 
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.7- At audience with the President most of the above was repeated. In 
addition, the President asked the German Ambassador direct question why 
Germany did not make peace. Herr von Papen replied that Great Britain 
refusetl to do so. He then asked whether the President would be prepared to make 
some suggestion as regards j)eacc. President replied that it would do more harm 
than good if ho were to make such a suggestion at the prompting of one parly 
alone as this would Ixs indication of weakness of that party. 

(Hepcated to Athens, Belgrade, Sofia, Bucharest, Budapest and Moscow.) 


[R 7068/764/19] No. 43. 

Viscount Halifuj; to Sir //. KnatchbuU-Hugessen {Angora). 

(No. 702.) 

(lelegraphic.)^ foreign Office, August 18, 1040. 

ArllENS tclcgrains Nos. 055 and 002 [of I3th and 14th August respectively] 
and my telegram to Athens No. 500 [of 17th August; Italian campaign against 
Greece and Greek preparations for defence of Crete]. 

It is not iiossible as yet to elucidate the motives whii4i underly the present 
Italian cjimpaign against Greece, but, ns reported in {Mirograph 3 of Athens 
telegram No. 002, it seems not at all improlmble that the real objective may be 
Crete. Ihe Italians may intend actually to occupy the island or, alternatively, 
they may be hoping by mcthoils of intimiihitiop to induce in Greece a state of 
mind which would permit them to obtain the use of the island without righting. 
On the other hand, Corfu, the Province of Tsamouria or ^ilonica are ixissible 
objectives. 

2. You will see from my telegram No. 509 to Athens that Sir M. Palairet 
has instructions to enquire of the Greek Government whether they have any 
intention of reinforcing the garrison in Crete and of improving the defences of 
the island. 

3. I shall lie glad if you will draw the attention of the Turkish Government 
to the threatening attitude of the Italian Government towards Greece and will 
suggest to them that it would lie well if our two Governments were to consult 
toTOther on the existing situation on the basis of the Treaty of Mutual AssisUuice. 
I leave it to your Excellency to deinde whether it wouhl be liest to invoke any 
article of the treaty in support of the need for consultation, or whether it would 
lie best to mention the treaty in general terms only. 

4. The object of such consultation would be to inform the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment that we take a serious view of Italian threats to Greece and that, in 
iMirticular, we are anxious tlmt Crete should not fall into the hands of the enemy. 
You will gather, however, from paragraphs 3 and 4 of my telegram to Athens 
No. 509 that our aid to Greece would in present circumstances take an indirect 
form. 

5. On the assumption that the Turks are agreed that consultation between 
our two Governments would be desirable, I shall be glad if you will give them 
our views ns contained in the preceding paragraphs and will attempt to ascertain 
their own views on the situation, and in particular, and ip as discreet a manner 
as possible, whether, if, in the event of an Italian attack, we came to the assistance 
of Greece under our guarantee of 13th April, 1939, the Turkish Government 
would co-operate effectively with us in accordance .^rith article 3 of the treaty. 

(Repeated to Athens. No. 510; Belgrade, No. 430; Commander-in-chief, 
Mediterranean, No. 15; and Commander-in-chief, Middle East. No. 12.) 


[R 7211/764/19] No. 44. 

Sir II. Knatchbull-Ilugessen to Viscount Halifax.—{Received .iugust 21.) 
(No. 1017.) 

(Telegraphic.) /Ingora, .August 20, 1940. 

YOUR telegram No. 792. 

I saw the Minister for Foreign Affairs this morning. I [group omitted] by 
saying tlmt you wore concerned at the attitude of Italy to Greece, which you 
[22696] r 
















cx>iisi(lered tbru»([ ? omitted ; eningj, [ ? aiidj that you were therefore desirous of 
exrhaugiug views aud information with the Turkish Governmeut, in fact, of 
consulting' with them. This consuluttion wouUl be in accordance with the 
spirit of^tho trt^ty and 1 lioped tinit iiis Excellency would agree. 

2. The Minister for I'orcign AfTairs at once expressed agreement and I 
therefore spoke in the sense of the rest of your telegram and of paragrap.hs 3 
and fi (last sentence only) of your telegram No. 509 to Athens. I also informed 

I. ill strict centidcnce, of what M. .Mclaxas had saiti to Sir M. Pahiiret, as 

reported in Athens telegram No. 088. and reinindeil him even at the time of stall 
conversations at Haifa we had decoded that we ceiild not allow Crete to fall into 
enemy Imnds. 

3. 1 then asked him on (he basis of mutual censultalion to give me informa¬ 
tion and views of the Turkish Government. 

4. .Minister for Foreign AITairs re|)cated the view already rcixirtcd in my 
lelegrain No. 1000. lie reiterated his conviction that Italy would not attack 
(ireece and said licit Greek .Amliassador held the same view. 1 went on to say 
that I should lie grateful if he would tell me how, in his view, Turkey stood in 
relation to this mailer. .Minister for Foreign .-MTairs replied that Turkey had 
some reason to Iw dissatisfied with her colleagues of the Halkan Kniente. Turkev 
was. 111 fact, lieariiig the whole brunt of the Balkan Entvnte obligation and 
iiieiirring all the exiieiiso? she was maintaining a large force in Thrace, whereas 
neither Grc'ccc nor Yiigoslavin were doing anviliing. He had instructed Turkish 
.Ambassador to ixiiniilain nlmut this in .Athens. 

5. I then said that, if I understood rightly. Turkey was getting I group 

Iiiidecyplierablej conc-erned for three reasons, viz., the Balkan Pact, the Tiircil- 
Gieek Alliance (which I lielieved was more definite ip its terms) and our own 
' “sk question now. Imt it was clear that the question 

of Inrkey 8 altitude under our treaty iniglil arise aiitomalically at any moment 
and I should be glad if he could give me some iiidiealioii as to how he felt nlwul it 

(I. Minister for Foreign AfTairs replied that lie could make no categoricai 
.Slalement ollliand. In principle, he was entirely in favour of fiilfilmeiit of treaty. 
It was ddliciill to say more. In further conversation, which was vague, he main- 
laiiied that it would not do for Turkey to olTcnd Russia and that relations with 
Russia were not so good ns they were. 1 think that remark is significant 
esiHviiilly as his Excellency iimncdiately afterwards agreed with me when I said 
iTial 1 considered that, in the light of what had liecii negotiated recently in 
Moscow, relations with Russia had, in faet. improved. I also said tlait the action 
III supjxirt of Greece could hardly lie regarded mi an olfeiico to Russia. 

7. My impre.ssion is that Minister for Foreign .Affairs was leaving the dixir 
very wide open for ( ! evenltially] avoiding anything lieyond “ consultation,’’ 
lliotigli lie apiieared (|uite definite aliont conaultations. I therefore avoitled 
pressing the tmiiil and merely left the door very wide oiicn fcr myself to resume 
the subject when necessary. 

8. My own view is that if [group undccypherable] with his oliligations 
miller article 3, I nrkey would make some excuse tor [ ! group omitlcdl fulfilling 
its terms. This iitliliide might, however, lie dilTercnt if British success against 
Italy litH'oiiics marked, or in the event of cxnispicuons German failure in invasion 
sclicme. Hut I should add that Ailmiral Kelly, who saw Ifeputy Chief of StnIT 
tins mnrning on a tec'bnical matter at the request of comniander-in-chief. had 
wimo diM'iission on this matter and was informed by Deputy Chief of Stafl that 
Itirkey bad no engagements to belli Greece, and had po intention of doing so 
He RTOgnised the importance of Crete, but. in spite of the menace to Turkey 
and Turkish comiminications involved in enemy occupation of Crete, it was left 
to ourselves to deal with it. 1 Icarjit of .Admiral Kelly’s conversation inst before 
going to see Miiiislcr for Foreign AfTairs, but, of course, did not mention it. 

{Re|)onled to .Athens; Belgrade; and Coaimander-in chief. Cairo (for Middle 
East).) ' 


[R 6920/17/44] No. 45, 

Sir //. Kiuitchbull-Huyesseii to Vhcount Hali/iue.—(Received Auj/uel 22.) 
(No. 1021.1 

1 XT ’ . dagora. .-luou.rf 21. 1940. 

MY telegram No. 938 ; Fortnightly report. 

In external alTnirs the focus of interest has shifted from Turco-Soviet 
relalioas to the events in the Balkans. Commercial and financial questions 
continue to bulk largest in .Anglo-Turkish relations and progress tends to be 
unsatisfactorily slow. 

2. /n<ern<i/.-|-Suspension of pro-German ('umhuriyet, arrests of Germans 
on charges of spying, inifiending trial of a well-known German archmologist on 
.n charge of espionage, and amendments to the law concerning the stay of 
foreigners in Turkey and demands [ ! group omitted : for] increased precautions 
against Eiftli Column activities. 

j- of ll'o Republic has been touring various regions, 

including that of the iwcnt earthquake, and speech-making campaign all over 
the country to explain the Government’s policy continues, (^lampaign for 
increasing the membership of and subscriptions to the Air Isingue has bren 
launched. 

4. Largely utisucce-ssfiil ciTorls to check the rise in the cost of living and to 
suppress profiteering and hoarding continue. 


IK 7224/764/19] No. 46. 

Str It. Knatclibutl /liiyeserii to I’isconnl llaliliix.—(Receiced AiKjust 22.) 
(No. 1037.) 

(lelegraphic.) _ Anijora, August 21, 1940. 

iilV telegrain No. 1028, Inst paragraph. 

It seems innKirtant to lie clear in order to grasji the nature and range of 
assisUtnee which we should require from Turkey in the event of war between Italy 
and Gieece. Last sentence of your telegram No. 792 sc'eiiis to imply that we 
should expect the fullest degiue of assistniice providetl for under clause 111, 
article 8, which would not involve Turkev entering the war. On the other liaiitl, 
as indicated in my telegram No. 1017, 1 tliiuk it most unlikely that Turkey would 
go so far und that she would probably stop short nt ” txinsullations,” 

2, Although in your Lordship's sjicecli, of which I was informed in your 

telegram No, 580, you expressed the iinderetanding of und agreement with the 
Tuifiish decision not to enter war when Italy did so, I feel there is the danger of 
unfavourable reaction at homedf Turkey disaptioiiits us a scHuiid time. Such u 
reaction might be damaging to the policy of Uic Anglo-Turkish Alliance, and 
would rertninly give Germany an o|)cning to make capital here. This is exactly 
what the Gcriiuins want and are looking out for. It seems therefore advisable 
to decide exactly what we consider would lie Turkey’s most useful contribution 
if only in order to know how disappointed we ought to be if we fail to get it_ 

3, I do not see that wo should gain much advantage in present circum¬ 
stances by having Turkey as a co-belligerent, (a) She would certuinlv not send 
trooris to Greece, (b) She would only get at Italy in the Dodccaiicse, wfiich would 
involve naval and air sumiort from us, the latter of which would he impossible to 
provide at present, (e) She is not really fully eq^iiippcd, and would continue to 
ask for more material and other help from ourselves, particularly now that the 
French have defaulted on a largo amount of their obligations, especially ns 
regards anti-tank guns, (d) Russia might be tempted to take advantage of 
Turkey’s preoexupntions elsewhere, especially to make demands regarding the 
Straits. In short, I feel convinced in present circumsiancos Turkev would prove 
to lie more of a liability than an asset ns a co-hclligercnt. Question seems to me 
to be entirely one of cxjieiliency aud to have no effect on fundamental advantage 
of policy of alliance. But I niciition these cxinsideratioiis to illustrate that in my 
opinion wo ought not to bo greatly disnp|iointod if Turkey refuses to adopt a 
|>olicy which would land her in war. 
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4. Between thnl ooui'se and "consultation" there may Iw intermediate 
courses, althouf’h it is diftieult to suugcst assistance which would not entail serious 
risk of involving Turkey [ ( in thej war. All three services arc already on a war 
footing, though there is little disturbance of ordinary civil life. Need for naval 
and air liases in Turkey would seem to lie Ic.ss if we have bases in Greek islands 
and on the mainland, 

I doubt inducing the Turkish Government to stop Italian nion'hant vessels 
or neutral vessels carrying cargo to Italy, though they might be [lersuadcd to lie 
as obstructive as possible. They arc already doing a gootl deal in this conne.xion. 
As regards trade with Italy, tfiero is practically none going on owing to heavy 
hahiiue already existing against Italy in clearing account and owing to expense 
of overland route. Expulsion of Italians would. I think, not be agreed to, though 
we might ask for it. 

5. Of measures which might lie taken there remain closing of the Straits 
under article 21 of Montreux Convention and rupture of relations (or at least 
recall of amlin.ssador). 

6. I think the two iKiints mentioned in preceding paragraph and {lossibly 
that regarding expulsion of the Italians repi-csent the nuximum which wc 
could a.^. 

7. I risommeiKl that the licst cxiurso will Iki for you to inform me exactly 
how much I should ask for. and thnl 1 should lie authorised to touch on these 
|Kiints with the Minister for Foreign Affairs tentatively in advnnre by way of 
exchange of views on the basis of " consultation " to examine what would be liest 
ixiurse for Turkey to follow if crisis arises. I think that it would lie most 
imprudent to face Turkey with any direct request or proposals liased on article 8 
at the last | ? moment ]. 

8. 1 also consider that f? in] any dctiision reached bv Turkey ns to her 
action, her treaty in the event of war lietween Italy nnci Greece should Ik- 
represented publicly ns having lieen reachctl after consultation and in agreement 
lietween llis Majesty's Government and Turkey. 

0. It is worth mentioning that our recent air successes and Prime Minister’s 
8|)ecch have had most heartening effeel here. 

10. My service nllnch^s and also Admiral Kellv entirely agree with above. 

(Hepcaied to .•\then8; Commander-in-chief. Mediterranean; Cairo (for 
Middle East); and Belgrade and Sofia (Saving).) 


(R 7224/764/19) No. 47. 

VifcoutU Unlijiut to Sir II. Knute/ibull-lluijr.‘!»rn (Angora). 

(No. 840.) 

(Telograjihie.) h'orrign Office, Augu.H 23, 1940. 

YOIIR telegrams No. 1017 [of 20th August ] and No. 1037 [of 21st August: 
Attitude of TuAey in the event of an Italian attack on Greece], 

I ngrt ‘0 with the views expiessed in vour telegram No. 1037, ami request 
that you will proceed on the lines suggested in paragraph 7. 

2. As regards the form which Turkish nssistnnec should take in the event 
of an Italian attack on Greece, wo would wish that the attitude of the Turkish 
Government should bo in a general way ns favourable to us as possible. 
e.g., regaixling the violation of Turkish air and waters, and as unfavourahle as 
|io.ssiblc to Italian interests, e.g., as regards the passage of Italinii merchant ships 
in the Straits and elsewhere. I agroo that you should mention the spccihc (mints 
referred to in paragraphs 5 and It of your telegram No. 1037, omitting, however, 
reference to closing the Straits. Article 21 of the Montreux Convention gives 
Turkey the right to close the Straits only to warships, and this would not Im of 
apprceiahle advantage to us in present eircumstunees 

(Uc))entcd to Athens, No. 551; Commander-in-chiof. Mediterranean. No. 17; 
M.I.C.E., c/o Middle East, Cairo, No. 15; Belgrade. No. 464; and Sofia. No. 337.) 
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[R 7234/764/19] No. 4.8. 

Sir-.M. Palnirrt to Viscount ltalifn.T.—(Recrired August 24.) 

(No. 738.) 

(Tolegraphie.) AtAen.s. August 23, 1040. 

ANGORA telegram No. 1037. 

I agree that it would lie better to avoid anv public quarrel with Turkey if 
possible. This does not, however, seem to me to "be the crux of present situation. 

2. If Greece is attacked now, the real ciuestion is not whetlier they ore fully 
equipped, but whether it is lietter to fight having Greece as a partner or wait 
until Axis Powers (through Italian or Bulgarian agency) are established in 
Salonica and other air bases in Macedonia. To fight after that had happened 
would ueciesaitate a far greater degree of prepaiedncss. Is it likely that this will 
be achieved unless the Axis commit unpix'cx'dcnted folly of allowing a long time 
to elapse ? 

3. Fundamental nucstion for llis Majesty's Government seems to bo this; 
if we cannot prevent 'I'urkey from refusing to enter war if Greece is attacked, 
are we ever likely to lie in a letter jmsition to get her to |>lay her part ! I f 
Sir H. Knatflihull-IIuge-sscn’s arguments are accepted, one cannot help wondering 
whv we were at such jiaina and exitensc to olitain Turkey's alliance. Moreover. I 
fail to follow suggestion of Turkey [two groups undecypherable] and give 
practical military, naval and air help to Greece ourselves as a co belligerent. If 
rcipiircd, I will submit detailed suggestions of service attache. 

4. It also apiicars to mo possililc that firm declaration bv Turkey of her 
intention to enter war in defenie of Groete might prevent an ttalian attack on 
Greece altogether. General censequences of Turkey failing to fulfil her engage¬ 
ments to us seems to me likely to le very serious; and will anyone le taken in by 
Turkey making Russia a gixxl excuse for evasion in this ciuie’? 

(Repeated to Angora. Commander-in-chief. Mediterranean, and Cairo (for 
Middle East).) 


IR 7814/764/19] No. 49. 

Sir II. KnutchbuU-Uugessrn to Visrount llalifaj'.—(llereirrd .i ugusi 27.) 
(No. 1072.) 

(Telegraphic.) .1 ngoru, .1 ugust 26. 1941). 

YOUR telegram No. 840. 

I saw Minister for Foreign Affairs this morning. Greek Ambasiaulor had 
just lieen with him, and as I had learnt earlier from the Greek Ambassador that 
lie views the situation with anxiety I licgan by saying that I undeistood the 
position was not ns good as when I saw his Excellency on 24th August (my 
telegram No. 1065). Alinister for Foreign Allairs agreed, and expresseil some 
anxiety on his side. 

2. I then said that after the conversation re|)orte<l in my telegram No. 1017 
1 had reported fully to you what had passed, and that your view was that our 
consultations should continue with complete frankness, ns it was evidently better 
that we sliould follow (lie situation together rather than that, when a erisi's arose, 
I should come to him with some general rc>qncst based on article No. 3. I added 
that we understood the Turkish [xisition and diflleultics. and that 1 felt lonfident 
that his Excellency understood ours. 

3. I then said that I wished to curry the consultation further, though what 
I was about to say was, at present, in theory only and implied no concrete proposal. 
I went on to speak as instructcxi in your telegram No. 840, paragraph 2, adding 
that there was a further important consideration, namely, that mentioned in 
paragraph 2 of His Majesty's Minister nt Athens' telegram No. 738. 

I. Minister for Foreign .Vlfairs liegan by saying that Turkey was doing a 
lot by maintaining her present concentrations in Thrace. He seemed symiiathetic- 
ally inclined to the suggrations in the first sentence of paragraph' 2 of your 
telegram No. 840, though he said thnl difiiculty would arise liecause of the 
[t British nud French] flight over the Caucasus frontier, orders had lieen given 
to fire on any unknown aeroplane flying over Turkish territory. I suggest this 
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difliculty niiglil be overcome if necessary warning were convoyed by us to the 
Turkish Governtnent, or if any special area were indicated to them. Minister 
for I'orcign AlTairs seemed to concur, but did not give a final or decisive answer 
oil this. 

5. He [ ? unexiiectedlyl did not like the suggestion of the recall of the 
Ambassador, and remarked that, on the contrary, it might be useful to maintain 
Turkish Ambassador in Itome as one of the few remaining sources of information. 

0. As regards the expulsion of Italians, he said that there weie in Turkey 
atoiit 1,100 Italians; most of them were Jewish. If there were cxpollcti our 
difficulties as to admission of Jews into Palestine would only !» increased. I said 
that the important thing was to expel undesirable Italians, and wc agreed that 
Turkish Government were already pretty active in this matter, ns ineed they are 
in the case of Germans. 

7. Minister for Foreign Affairs seemed fully alive to the point mentioned 
in His Majesty’s Minister at Athens' telegram No. 738, paragraph 2. He told 
me that the Turkish Government had not yet taken a decision ns to the course 
they would pursue. I said that what I had Itcon saying came therefore [! exactly] 
at the moment I luid wished, and I trusted that in reaching their decision the 
Turkish Government would take what I had said into consitieration. 

8. Minister for Foreign Affairs remarked Turkish press had lieen taking a — 
strong line, even to the point of announcing that if Italy attacked Greece, Turkey 
would go to war. He evidently thought the press had gone too far. He said that 

a strong line taken by the Turki.sh Government now rni^t inffuence Italian action 

0. Knowing that the Minister for Foreign Affairs had informetl my Greek 
collcapc of our conversation reportetl in mv telegram No. 1017, I n.sketl his 
Kxcellcncy if he agreed to my kce()ing fully in touch with the Gi-cek Amlm-ssador 
ns to what passed iietween us. Ills I'.xcellency agreed. 

10. I am seeing the Greek Amlxissador very shortly. 

(Repented to Atfiens, Belgrade, Sofia, Commiuidcr-iii-chief and M.I.C.K.) 


[R 7224/764/191 No. 50. 


Viscount llali/ajr to Sir If. Knatc/ibull-ffugesscn {Angora). 

(No. 859.) 

(relegraphic.) Foreign Office, Jupiist 27. 1040. 

M\ telegram No. 840 [of the 23rd August]. 

Whatever may be the iutcntioiis of the Turkish Government, I hope that they 
wil try, by their military dispositions and their general attitude, to give the 
Italian Government the impression that they intend to intervene at once in the 
event of Italy attacking Greeca This would, I hoi>o. act as a strong deterrent 
and thus imlirectly conribute to the defence of Greece. 

Please sjieak to the Minister for Foreign Affairs in this sense if you ace no 
objection. 

(Repented to Athens. No. 504; Belgrade, No. 472; Sofia, No. :M3; Commander- 
in-chief, Mediterranean, No. 20; and Cairo (for Middle East Intelligence Centre) 
No. 19.) 


[R 7884/764/19] No. 61. 

Sir fl. Knatchbull-ffugcsscn to Viscount ffali/at.—{tiecchcd August 20.) 
(No. 1009.1 

(Tel^rapMc.) J nyora,/I ut/i/st 28, 1040. 

VOIIR telegram No. 860. 

I siiokc accordingly to the Minister for Foreign Affairs this morning. He 
first rominduHi me of tone of Turkisfi pfttsA (see my telegram No. 1072, para¬ 
graph 8). which ho thought must have good effect. lie also referred to Turkish 
concentrations in Thrace, and ho told me that the Turkish Government were on 
the ixnnt of insisting on the expulsion of 100 foreigners; most of them were 
uermans and Italians or Hungarians. Foreign representatives concerne<i were 
HMng asked to secure their removal, otherwise they would be turned out hv the 
Turkish Government. 
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2. _ He apiieared to realise the fon'e of my argument and gave me a generally 
reassuring reply, but it was venr general. 

informed me that ’Turkish Ambassador in Rome had been told by the 
^viet .i^bassador that, when the latter had enquired as to the intentions of the 
Italian Government in regard to Greece, Count Ciano had replied that Italy did 
not intend to push the matter to extremes. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs also told me that the German Aniba.ssador in 
Rome had received a similar reply. 

. Athens. Belgrade, Sofia, Commander-in-chief, Mediterranean, 

and M.I.C.E.) 


[R 7814/764/19] 


No. 52. 


Viscount flalifar to Sir ft, Knntchbull-flugcsscn {,‘iugora). 

(No. 884.) 

(1 elegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 1, 1040. 

YOUR telegram No. 1072 [of 20th August: Attitude of Turkey in the event 
of an Italian attack on Greece] 

In the course of your consultations with the Turkish Government you should 
Iwar in mind the need of a joint Anglo-Tiirkish dcH'laration, covering Turkey's 
attitiute^^in the event of Italy attacking Greece (see paragraph 8 of your telegram 

2. As you will romcmlwr, wo tried, and failed, to obtain this in the case of 
Italy coming into the war, hut on that occasion the situation was complicated by 
the sudden collapse of France. In the present case wc must lie ndiimant on this 
point, and it should lie made clear to the Turkish Govcriimeiit that we consider 
their agreement to such a declaration as the acid tost <if their siiuerity. 

(Reiicatetl to Athena, No. 581; Sofia. No. 348; Belgrade, No. 484; ami Moscow 
No. 470.) 


[R 7482/898/44] No. 53. 

Sir fl, Knatchbulf-lfugessen to Viscount Ifali/ax.—(ffreeired September 3.) 
(No. 398, Confidential.) 

My Lord, Angora, July 10, 1040. 

WITH rofcrcnco to my despatch No. 379, Confidential, of the 5th July, 1039, 
I have the honour to transmit to your lordship herewith my reiiort on the heads 
of foreign missions in Turkey in 1930-40. 

I have, &c. 

H. M. KNATCHBULL-UUGESSF.N. 


Enclo-sure in No. 53. 

Report on the Heads oj Foreign Missions in Turkey, 

[Passages taken from previous reports are marked with an asterisk.] 

A fgkanistan, 

•Sirdar Faiz Mohamad Khan presented his letters as Afghan Ambassador 
on the 6th February, 1030. 

I met Faiz Monamad in Kabul in 1035, when ho was Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. He was good enough to give a dinner in honour of my wife and myself. 
I find him us friendly and well dis|>osed ns on that occasion. As representative 
of one of the Saadabad Powers, he has to some extent a special position here, 
though he seems to play no active part. His entortainments sufler more than 
most from the language difficulty among his guests. His wife appears to lie 
comuletely inarticulate in all languages, though otherwise pleasant. He is a 
good cook, fond of shooting and talks good English. (Written in lO'JO.) 
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Faiz Mohamad’s mission to Angora has not deprived him of his influence 
with his Government in matters of general policy. He has l)een active during 
the last few months in persuading them to come to an understanding with the 
Government of India in questions arising out of a possible Bussian threat. 

A Ibania. 

M. Assaf Ujadjuli presented his letters as Albanian Minister on the 
13th October, 1038. 

I rememt)cr exchanging calls with him, but no more. 

Belgium. 

M. I’atcrnotte de la Vaillde presenled his letters as Belgian Minister on the 
14th May, 1040. 

I knew M. and Mine. Baternotte in Tehran, wheic. apart from riding, their 
main preoccupations were their health and the altitude. 

They do not seem to have changed. M. Paternotte, who is cxtmpletely 
ineffectual, has made a bad start hereby remnining in Istanbul and displaying 
great reluctance to impair bis health by braving tlie altitude of Angora. He 
(lid, indeed, visit the capital to present his letters, but vanished immediately 
afterwards without paying calls on his colleagues. His activities so far seem 
to have been confined to l)elieving and passing on those rumours which originate 
so continually in Istanbul. 

My French colleague tells mu that he has brought with him a lady secretary 
of German birth. 

Bulgaria. 

M. Sava Kiroff presented his letters ns Bulgarian Minister on the 5th March, 
194tt. 

M. Kiroff is an improvement on his predecessor in that he is balanced in his 
outlcwk and not carried away by irredentist passions. He has made a good 
impression in Angora, where'the task'of a Bulgarian Minister is not an easy 
one. I have found him frank and friendly and ready to discuss burning questions 
without catching Are. Recently he has shown a* tendency to associate more 
closely with the German Ambassador and his satellites, the Italian and the 
Hungarian, as also with the i?oviet Ambassador. 

China. 

•Mr. Uekicn Toung, chargtS d'affaires, presented his letters (’’ lettres de 
cabinet ”) on the 13th April, 1939. 

Must friendly; talks barely intelligible French. He was chargd d’affaires 
in Vienna up to the Anschluss. (Written in 1939.) 

Denmark. 

*M. Sven Peter Huiirloo prescuitcd his letters ns Danish Minister on the 
10th March, 1939. 

I knew him first as charg5 d’affaires in Kovno some years ago. Ixtoks young, 
but is heavy in appearance and wears large glosses. ’The level of the Angora 
Palace Hotel, where he stays when in Angora, seems not to nffc>ct him, but he 
suffers from mild forms of mountain-sickness when he climl)s to the altitude of 
this embassy. He seems to have little interest in Turkish affairs. Somewhat to 
his surprise, however, he has found that there are Danish interests to l)e protected 
in the Ilatay. (Written in 1939.) 

M. Duurloo has spent most of his time in Athens recently and has only 
appeared otxasionally. The Danish Chargd d’Affaircs, M, Friis, has somewhat 
added to the difficulties of his position by expatiating upon the satisfactory 
conditions of close co-operation which exist between himself and the German 
Embassy, although, ns he has explained to me, he refused to meet them until he 
receivetl instructions from his Government to model his relations on those 
established in Denmark. 

fc’jtypt. 

Abdurrahman Hakki Bey presented his letters as Egyptian Minister on 
the 8th April, 1940. 

Both ne and his wife are agreeable and friendly and constitute a welcome 
addition to the Diplomatic Corps. Both talk English. 
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Finland. 

Baron Yrjo-Koakiuen presented his letters as Finnish Minister on the 
30lh April, 1940. 

I have not seen much of Baron Koskinen, but enough to form a high opinion 
of his abilities and judgment. He and his wife are very friendly. 

Franee. 

•M. Eou4 Massigli presented his letters as French Ambassador on the 
13th January, 1939. 

M. Massigli is already so well known to the Foreign Office that it would be 
superfluous to describe him at length. We arc old friends and have maintained 
close contact on all points. His extreme vivacity and quickness of mind 
constitute, I think, rather a difficulty for him with the Turks, who are slow in 
thought and expression. It was greatly to his credit that he came through the 
acrimonious Hatay negotiations huit year without impairing his own personal 
relations with the Minister for Foreign Affairs and olnor Turkish officials. He 
is married to a pleasant and vivacious Swiss lady and they entertain on a large 
scale in their vast, new, white marble embassy. (Written in 1939.) 

Thu recent disasters to his country and our own action against iiortions of 
the French fleet have not changed M. Mossigli’s feelings ns regards the ultimate 
community of Franco-Brilish interests. 

Germany. 

•Herr Fratix von Paiaui presented his letters os German Ambassador on the 
2flth April. 1939. 

His previous history as German Military Attachd in Washington is well 
enough known. After his removal from Washitigton. he wivs Cliicf of the 
General .Staff of the IVth Turkish Army under General Linuui von Sanders. 
His next public appearance on any large scale was as German Chancellor, shortly 
before the advent of Herr Hitler. He sulwetiueutly held the |)oat of Vice- 
Chancellor under Herr Hitler; narrowly escaped death at the time of the purge 
on the 30th June, 1034, and emerged as German representative in Vienna with 
the personal rank of ambassador. 

It would have been difficult for the German Government to hit ui>on a more 
unpopular nominee for their embassy in Turkey. Herr von Pnpen’s conduct 
during his previous service in Turkey has never liecti forgotten and he is heartily 
distrusted and disliked. It cati safely be conjectured that his reception here 
was something of a shock to him. It also seems incredible that the German 
Government should not have guessed that Anglo-Turkish negotiations were in 
an advanced stage. The declaration of the 12th May, 1939, was made a fortnight 
after the arrival of their new ambassador, and he and his emliassy seem to have 
lieen largely taken by surprise. Herr von Bapen is known to have remarked on 
more than one occasion that he had come too late. (Written in 1930.) 

Before the outbreak of war I found Herr von Bapen pleasant to meet and 
almost exaggeratedly friendly in manner. I should not lie inclined to describe 
him os a hcavyweignt; there is a suggestion of dilettantism aiul 8U|)erffciality 
about him, accompanied, however, by a certain artfulness which may constitute 
his chief claim to efficiency. He'is always ready to discuss present international 
problems and puts his country’s case with remarkable gliliness and more 
dispassionately than some. 

He finds work with his counsellor. Dr. Kroll, who is clearly a violent party 
man, the reverse of harmonious. 

Herr von Bapen’s activities hero since the outbreak of the war have not 
contributed to better feelings lietween Turkey and Germany. 

Greece. 

M. Raphael Raphael, who had Ixien minister since 1936, presented his letters 
as the first Greek Amliassador to TtirkCT on the 27tli October, 1939. 

M. Raphael is one of the liest iniorined of foreign representatives here, 
being naturally in the closest touch with the Turkish Guvornnient and other 
representatives of the Balkan Entente. He is intelligent and has an active mind, 
but I do not place complete reliance on his judgment. He is apt to lie led away 
by sensational reports. 

He is married to a pleasant Greek lady of on Alexandrian family. 
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tlunaary, 

Nt. ZoUnn de Mariossy presented Ills letters as Huiicrariaii Minister on the 
lOth June, 1035. 

Previous reports liavo described M. Marinssy ns popular in Angora society, 
]s>sses.sed of ability and good sense, of an agreeable demeanour and very friendly 
towards (irent Britain. 

On . the Inst point I must reverse the opinions previously exprcsserl. 
M. Marinssy has, since the war, shown himself untrustworthy and insincere. 
His sympathies appear to lie firmly rooted on the side of the Power most able 
to lie unpleiusant to him. I doubt whether he bus any political principles. I 
regard him as pre-eminently superficial. 

Iran. 

M. Bngher Knzemi presented his letters as Iranian Ainimasndor on the 
4th Heiemher. 1930. 

.My nccjiinininnce with M. Knr.emi, who was Iranian Minister for Foreign 
.Vllnirs during the years when I was in Tehran, ended with a scene of consider¬ 
able acrimony. His Kxcellency's complaints as to the unsuitability of my attire 
at an audience with the Shan were desiipied to cover an acute difference of 
opinion on more important mntters. M. Kaseini's smiles on the occasion of our 
first mccling in Angora provided instantaneous proof that these Imd davs were 
over. 

I doubt whether he carries much weight here. For the first few months after 
his arrival he seems to have given himself airs ns n fonner Minister for Foreign 
Affairs which rendered him displeasing. I think he has lived this down, but the 
task of representing the suspicions and anxieties of his (lovernineiit here is I 
should any, neither an ngreenhle nor an effective one. 

Mnie. Kar.emi has recently taken to expressing the warmest pro-British 
seiitiments. 

The Iranian I'.mbasay has lieoii painted pink. 

Iraq. 

M. Kamil Giiilani presented his letters ns Iraqi Minister on the 
4th Scntcmlior, 1030. 

I find him and his rectangular lady pleasant and friendly. I continually 
encourage him to come to consult mo on any point at any time, liut his visiu urii> 
rare, though when they do occur the conversation is perfectly frank I think 
he is too timid to go striiighl to the Turkish Ministry for Foreign Affairs with 
many of the tales which lie hears of their designs against bis country and 
lonsideriug the \yildness of these rumours, I mn not surprised; I do mv best 
to prevent Iiim liclieving them. ^ 

Italy. 

1 *J'' I'is lefUirs as Italian Ambassador on Uie 

29lh August, 1038. 

It is dillicult to descrilie Signor do Pepi>o beyond saying that he does not 
impress iiip as possess^ of great caiiacities. My French colleague treats him ns a 
joke, and he may be right. Before coming to Angora ho was ^ chef do cabinet " 
to ^unt Ciano. It is said that he had to choose Imtwccn remaining in the service 
and marrying the non-Italian lady of his choice. In spite of his previous 
ap|K)intiiient. I doubt whether there is much cither of energy or of cunning 
Iwhind the Ilomnii lines of his countenance. Boredom is his most salient 
i'll'l™loY'*^''’ ^ ‘ «>nipnny of Indies. (Written 

Signor dc Pepim appears so impassive that I sometimes wonder whether ho 
realises that his country is at war. 

Jtfjmn. 

the IS^'h Mnri4l!^"o.37!'‘"'‘’'"‘ J'lpnnese Ambassador on 

large part of the time. When I have seen him he has liccn ngreenhle and friendly 
His wife 18 a lady of considerable dignity and distinction. 
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M. Taketomi was firmly put in his place by the Turkish Government two 
jears ago over a rally of .Iu|)nnese diplomnta in Istanbul, said to have liecn oon- 
Ti D IT**' ' ‘'‘'® ^ co-ordinating and intensifying anti-Soviet activities in 

the Balkans and Near East. 

Netherlands. 

9th June ^19^^ presented his letters ns Netherlands Minister on the 

He mlks perfect English. Beyond certain commercial interests which have 
I? 5*™ trouble, I do not think ho can have much to do here. Ho is 

well-informed generally, and follows world evente closely. 

Mmo. Vissor died rather suddenly last autumn, since which Dr. Visser 
has bwn absent for a considerable time. He was to have b^n transferred to 
Copenhagen, but the German invasion rendered this imiK^sihle. He feels keenly 
the uerman treatment of lus country. ^ 

Norway, 

17th No/ember'^i9^“'‘'‘'' Norwegian Minister on the 

Iax|iincious and inclined to tie vapid, hut friendly. 

Poland. 

Ambassador on the 

-M. Sokolnicki's personal tastes are intellectual, literary and artistic He 
impresses me ns a man of considerable ability, though maybe not of abundant 
ffendly. Mine. Sokolnicka is an ngreenhle lady of 
gootTediication und innnnors, and a keen and competent bridge player 

.o -.. “nr Poland linve faieii restricted 

to the task of assisting his loiintrymcn to escupo from Poland and Roiiraanin 

Hr^m 8 trhareH^mc'^,f'll‘""'^^ '’,“‘l‘‘ “■>'““'9n»''.y expresses valuable opinions: 

Poll* Gove^rnSIte^^^^^ 

Roumania, 

28th Jun“c!“t9«.''‘““’'“ Ro“'nH«ian Ambassador on the 

Only arrived a few days ago. I find him intelligent and ngrceiiblc and a 
great imi>rovemciit on his predecessor. * ugreeiiuit anu a 

l^oviet Union. 

21»t Soviet Ambassador on the 

Formerly wmsul-general at Smyrna. Has a large, square wife. I see little 
of them, but when we moot he affects to be friendly. His health appears recently 
l*'® moment disappeared in a cloud onJear^ 
Xch reXLis inter-relation of 

whaUe sa?r" 8“»S® ‘he inner mooning of 


Sweden. 

The legation is at present in charge of M. K. R. Thyberg 
. M. Thyterg, when ho j.aid his initial call upon mo, ereatoi the worst nossibl* 
imprcMion, bo^ for bad taste, bad manners, tactlessness and unfriendliiie^ Hi» 
seemetl to revel in our misfortunes in Norway, and to cn "y a tribi t ng them In 
our own mismanagement, if not duplicity. {have seen 1 tti of hi n s" nre H s 


Switzerland. 

1938.’^^' ^^inister on the 9th June, 

I knew him in Chinn, whore ho was consul-ircnernl in f^biinrrhn; m 
pompous and fond of his own opinions. His wife i^s a pleaL; andtrndly" d" 
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011(1 they luivo o nearly grown-up douglitcr, who appears on all social occasions. 
(Written in 1030.) 

I have sometimes suspected that the German Ambassador puts M. Lardy 
up to sniff the air of the Allied camp for him, but I have no proof, and I am 
assured by colleagues that he is, in fact, very well disposed to the Allies. In 
any ease, lie strikes me os a laborious thinker and not a quick observer. 

Vvited States of America. 

Mr. John van Antwerp MaeMurray presented his letters as United States 
Amlwssndor on the 16th Mareh, 1036. 

Mr. MaeMurray, who has now been here four years, is doyen of the 
Diplomatic Corps. 1 knew him when he was minister to the Baltic States, and 
met him again in the Philippines on my return from Chinn. Wo maintain very 
close and constant touch, and in general I k^i him fully informed of what is 
passing. He is most hel[iful on all occasions. He is unreservedly pro-Ally. 

Mrs. MaeMurray has Iwen ill during the greater iiart of the time since my 
arrival, and wc have scon little of her. Their ehfer daughter married an 
Rnglishninu just at the time of the outbreak of war. 

Yugoslavia. 

M Iliya Shumcnkovitch presented his letters as the first Yugoslav Amlxis- 
sndor to Turkey on the 26th Scptenilier, 1939. 

M. Shumenkovitch has scnrcoly licen here n year. I find him friendly and 
intelligent and on the wloile n good observer. He has lately shotvn signs of 
increasing nervousness at jiosaible developments in the Balkans. I think his 
judgment is good. 

Uepresentatives not resident in Anqora. 

llraeil. 

M. Celso de Oiiro-Prelo presented his letters as Brasilian Minister on the 
0th DecemiK’r. 1939. 

Chile. 

M. Hector Briones Luco, Chilean Chnrgd d'Affaires. has made only one brief 
visit to Angora, in the course of which he called on mo. 

Kstonia. 

M. Hans Markus presented his letters os Kstunian Minister on the 9th June, 
1039. Is also nivredited to lioiiinania. 

Latvia. 

M. Ludvigs Kkis presented his letters as Latvian Minister on the 30th April, 
1940. 

He was at the Latvian Ministry for Foreign Affairs when I was in the 
Baltic States, and liecame Minister of Finance after M. Ulmnnis’s coup d'Rtat. 
He visited Angora n short time ago to present his letters. I found him, ns before, 
friendly and also well-informed. Besides at Bucharest. 


(R 7M9/242/M] No. 54. 

Sir II. Knatchbull Hugessen to Viscount Halifaj.—{Received September 6.) 
(No. 1136. Very Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Angora, September 5. 1040. 

f ? \1Y telegram No. 886] and Moscow telegram No. 727, Inst paragraph. 
Slinister for Foreign AITnira iiifornicd me on 3th September that the Turkish 
Amluissador will be rctiiriiing to Moscow “ soon," 1 have urged the importance 
of the earliest possible return, lioth on the Minister for Foreign Affairs and on 
the secretary-general. 

2. The hliiiister for Foreign Affairs informed me, confidentially, that he 
intended to instruct the ambassador to inform the Soviet Government of the 
attitude adopted by him in response (o) to our request [group iindecypheroblcj 
for information ns to the nttituile of the Turkish Government with regard to the 
liossage of tlie Straits in the event of our having to honour our guarantee 
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to Rumania, (5) hm reply to the Roumanian Government on the same subject, 
and (c) his refusal of our offer to send hospital ship into the Black ^a for earth¬ 
quake relief purposes. 

3. The Minister for Foreign Affairs considers the Soviet Government, whom 
he hM never informed on these points, will thus have proof of Turkey’s strict 
loyalty to Montreux Convention and will realise Turkey has not intentionallv 
intenrretcd that convention to Russia's disadvantage. 

4. He will communicate further with me before deciding on instructions 

and does not intend to net without your concurrence. I mnv lie able to telegraph 
further next week. ’ ” * 

(Repeated to Moscow.) 


[R 6920/17/44] No. 55. 

Sir 11. KnatehbuU-Hiigrssen to Vi.seount llali/a,r.—{llereivrd September 7.) 
(No. 1135.1 

(Telegraphic.) Angora. September tt. IMi). 

MY telegram No. 1021 : Fortnightly report. 

R.rtrmai A/fairs.—Turkey, while deeply interested in Roiimanin and Greece, 
18 not showing her hand. 

Internal .Affairs. Most Ministers and officials are on holiday (Deputies are 
ImiriiiR constituencies, explaining policy of Government to electors and taking 
note of electors wishes). 


[R 7567/816/44] 


No. 56. 


I iscount lloli/a.r to Sir II. Kuittchbull’lluaessen (.A nooro) 

(No, 930.) - V . / 

(TelcgruphmJ Foreign Office, September U, mo. 

hUl-LUWlNti IS the background to the argument suggested in paragraph 3 
of my telegram No. 919 [of lOth September: Turkey nml Russia] 

2. Fear of Russia is clearly in the forefront of the Turkish mind, but in 

asking the danger constituted by Russia to Turkey should Turkey fulfil her 
obligations os our Ally, e.g., if Italy were to attack Greece and conditions upon 
whicli our guarantee was given were fulfilled, the following considerations should 
be bonie in mind ;— ® 

3. The course of events since the outbreak of war seems to show conclusivclv 

. "‘‘y®’’ Hxiom of Stalin's policy not to become involved as a lielligerent 

in the Anglo-German conflict on one side or the other, while at the same lime doing 
evo^thing short of that to favour Germany. If, therefore, Turkey makes it plain 
that she will net as our Al y and as such will resist any German demands contrary 
to her obligations to us, by force if necessary, then it seems probable that the 
Russians wi 1 not join in any German pressure on Turkey, /or fear of lieing 
involved in the war. If, on the other hanil, Turkey cither dissociates herself from 
His Majesty s Government or fails to make her position quite plain, then it is 
possible—and perhaps, on the Roumanian precedent, even probable—that the 
Russians, feeling that they can do so with impunity, will put pressure on her at 
(lerinan instigation. In short, a firm attitude by Turkey may well call the 
Kussian bluff 

4. RuMin, however is not likely actually to oppose any German action 

against Turkey. She vvill either favour it and perhaps even join in it if the Turks 
do not stand firmly by His Maiesty s Government, or she will stand aside 
altogether if they do stand by us loyally. In short, the Turk’s fate is realiv in 
their own hands. ^ 

5. Ple^ Ukc an early opportunity of speaking in the sense of the above 
(larofreaphs to the lurkisb Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

(Repeated to Moscow, No. 617; Athens. No. 017; Sofia No 374- Relirr*.l» 
No. 513; and Bucharest. No. 883.) ’ 
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[R 7M9/242/M] No. 57. 

Vhcount Hatifa-x to Hir H. KnatchhuU-Hugessen {Angorii). 

(No. 938.) 

(Telegrnnliic.) Foreign Office, September 12. 1040. 

VOuU (elegmm No. 1130 [of 0th September: Tiirco-Soviet relations]. 

J cannot see that the Turkiali Government.stand to gain anything by t^ing 
such nn a|>oIogctic lino with the Soviet Government. If the latter had any reason 
to suppose that the Turkish Government had interpreted the Montreux Conven¬ 
tion to their disadvantage they would no doubt have tnxo<l them W’ith it. Surely 
the Turkish Government, by going out of their wav to justify themselves, will 
merely l)c parading their anxiety and inviting emlmimasing 'demands. See in 
genemi my telegram No. 030. 

2. I should Ite strongly averse to the issue of such instructions to the Turkish 
Ambassador, and I hope you will t>e able to persuade the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs aci-ordinglv. ® 

(Re|>eatcd to Moscow. No. 524.) 


IR 7396/764/19] No. 5S. 

Sir II. KnntchbulFlIngesscn to Viecotint llali/<tT,^{lleceiped September 14) 
(No. Ii70.) 

(ToL^m^hic.) 13. lO-lO. 

Uounscllor saw Minisler for Koruigii Affairs on lUli Septcmlior and »i>oko 
n the WIIM of your telegram and 1 sjiw him thi» morning and went over «imo 
Lround I made pcrfeetly elrar the uoinl brought out in Mo«i.t)W telegram 
.N'o till)' ^ No. U09 and paragraph 3 of your telcgrmn 

th«mui,.ill"l»!w!!\.r Foreign Affairs is still disinclined to ho disturljcd hv 
hcoretu.)il Uns8<>0ermnn collusion. He expressed view that Itusso-liermnn 
Uations were not improving, and showed me a Tass eommuniqud according to 
which Soviet have infiirmed German (iovernment that they cannot accopt (iermnn 
^•hemes for contro of Unnube navigation to neglect of interests i^f'^iyiLsb a" 
Dami le I'owor. His view is that lltissin will continue to piny (Jermauv ami 
uny“leHnito nctioif w'l^out herself taking 

iin.l r. ‘y*"'**®'' hoffign Affairs thinks development of events between Italy 
and Grecto must equally iftpcnd on how things g5 at home and iirFurat I ’e 
Hkelvloln' ™*"''® ‘‘'*“8^^' hut does not think it has actually inenS^'or^is 

war ^ ° ‘utrease so long as there is no decisive development in main theatres of 

und:;i^':hLweti~"oif,L 

to outspoken at/itude of Turkish pr^an “nen^oned 'Zm it Urlrnm aTlZi 
•rurkishtHto';:?:^ wliich Imd’Ze down"'.*: 

Turkey, ^nd a^o my ^ttU'to K™™ ‘>-8- to 

(iiZ a!.dT.i?''\v7 fSni.r.i‘trs i.^ httr; '"‘ts 

clearer statement of her position? Could ho not uke somo^suitlhl mahing a 
to make a statement to the effect that fate of Greece wn« 

Turkey? His Kxcollency agreed trmako such“> 
occasion, and said I couhl inform you atement on a fnvournhlc 

(Ilcpeated to Moscow. Athens. Belgrade. Bucharest ami Sofiii.) 
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[R 7643/764/19] Ko. 3U. 

i’lr //. Knaechbull-//uj/em'a to Viscount //ali/iu:.—(Received September 16.) 
(No. 1179. Secret.) 

"''Tiy'X™ No. im 13, iM«. 

" agreement with the views 

SfsraZeni'"}'/*; ThesoHiews were summed up in 

® Ihe present circumstances. Turkey would lie 

tb\ "" asset as a co-bclligcrcnt. 

(4) PaWaph of Sir 0. Sargent's memorandum 17th .lulv. with which 

avnh n, "rf ‘■•'a aawntial Inqiortnnce of 

aioiding aiiything likolv to embroil Turkey and Russia. It seems to 
bo genernllv admittwl there is a danger that if Turkey were engaged 
nreZyo''®™™®”' might seize the opportunW to 
®om*s8ions in the Straits. It also seems to fs: gZral v 
uspected (except by Turkish Government) that Riisso-Gcrmiui 

Tl^^r‘kov"tr“narMvrT't‘’'' “T ^‘"’"'a" "'"mt I" 

n l*a""y®® Turkey in the event of nn Italian attack on 
I'®®® Iwo.lMMsibilitics it sec-ms out of the qucslion 
to push Turkey into war without embroiling her with Russia oiiite 
/.I Ti “•r"' “n‘> (®) which follows. ' ^ 

^"® facCindicntcd in your telegram No. 608. that it is impossible for 
His Majesty s Government to give Turkey any enrouragiiig assiinime 
fM nlJIv!®! ®'®'’^"' eireumstances, Apart from (a) and 

(4) nlmvc. I frel that it would bo useless to attempt to imsh Tiirkcv 

thosftualimr' ^■"■•«i<'®'«'io».- are those which govern 

possiL ?^us^;u?k'?inir:nWhingldnZ^^ w®,may do it will never 
thjnk she is most unlikely to vie^ld tohinv iZn“’f'® i 

said on previous occasions 1 am (tnifident i I.Ti* T^'” 1 !" ®'"! ®"®"'a‘a- A» I have 
stances in which her interests are renllv^ threntenc('/^*\s'^™ 
question. Minister for Foreign Affairs'clenHv rA^ 'o 'Vi TSa^la present Greek 
I* threateneit by an attack .m^"Ze T tr^t L sta Z- o .' 
to make may do something to ease the iZ ion for Sir M P ','® '"c P™mi»e<l 
paragraph 2 of his telegram No. 826 X inZw of “'® ''"®a 

above. I feel it would lie imprudent and iml«vl 'nl!^i ^ fonsiderations mentioned 
to point of committing heZlf in adranro to T»>'kev 

slAUcos, lbouj;h I am fir frrai exdudi'ngHkdihoai'onl'/r 
unprepared 1 she feels her interests an§ secuHt? hrL ened 

(Repeated Saving to Mo-scow. Athens. Belg^atXcharrat. Sofia.) 


[R 7896/764/19] No. 60. ^ ' 

(No. 950.) "• (Angora). 

(Telegraphic.) .. . 

, paragraph 6 of your telegram No Mra' 17. 1940. 

and Greece^. ^ iciegram No. 1170 [of 13ih ^ptember; Turkey 

hayelerto'rdrerrtom&^^^ 
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effect that the fate of Oreecc ia of vital interest to Turkey. You should inform 
his Exeellencv that I am quite certain tliat the effect of such a statement will bo 
c.xcellent anu will lessen the danger of an Italian attack on Greece, and of 
Russian intrigues against Turkey. 

(Re|)entc(T to Athens, No. (133; Moscow, No. 528; Bucharest, No. 898; 
Bcigmdc, No. 531; and Sofia, No. 383.) 


[R 7682/764/19) No. 61. 

Sir //. KnatchbuUHuyrssen to Viscount llalijax.—(Received September 17.) 
(No. 1195.) 

(Telegraphic.) Angora, September 16, 1940. 

YOUR telegram No. 930. 

1 spoke to the Minister for I'oroign Affairs accordingly this morning. I 
made it clear that you were an.xious for some solid statement of Turkey’s attitude 
and tliat you thought a disphiy of fmnness would be likely to discourage Russia, 
whereas, if Turkey gave an impression of weakness, the Soviet Government would 
1)0 encouraged to adopt a threatening attitude. 

2. The Minister for I'oreign Affairs said that I could inform you that he 
saw the force of this argument. lie said tlmt Turkey would never yield to 
threats and that, if Russia threatened her, it would mean war. I asked if I 
omld inform you of what he said and pointed nut tliat his words, when cniliodird 
ill a telegram, would appear more impressive than when uttered to me in 
conversation. The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that .1 could telegraph what 
he said. 

3. 1 then said that you would naturally hope that any declaration made 
by him ns proniisetl (see paragraph 6 of my tel^ram No. 1176) should be as 
wide and ns categorical as po.ssiblc. The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that 
he understood this. He would make a statement at the appropriate moment, he 
might even create an opimrtunity for doing so. But at the present moment 
things seemed cnliiicr between Greece and Italy, and he thought that it would 
hr somewhat quixotic to make his declaration now. He added tlmt he was certain 
that we did not wish to embroil Turkey with Russia, and I assured him that we 
were far from desiring this. 

(Repented to Athens. Moscow and Saving to Sofia, Bucharest and Belgrade.) 


IR 7421/208/44] No. 62. 

Kiscount Halifax to Sir //. Knatchbull-fluijessen (Angora). 

(No. 961.) 

(Telegraphic.) foreign Office, September 21, 1940. 

YOUR telegrams Nos. 1104 and 1105 [both of 10th September : Instructions 
to 1)6 given to 'uirkish Ambassador to Moscow on his return]. 

We had understood that the Turkish Government would communicate to us 
their views on their relations with the Soviet Government following on consul¬ 
tation with their ambassador at Musevw on his return; but, in [)oint of fact, only 
indications wo have of such views are contained in your telegrams Nos. 1020 
and 1130, to the latter of which I have already replied. It is correspondingly 
more difficult to make suggestions as to the instructions the Turkish Government 
might now give their ninWsador, but the following points occur to me:— 

(a) That it is of the highest importance that the Soviet Government should 
lx: left in no doubt of 'lurkey's intention to act ns a loyal Ally to 
His Majesty's Government; that the Turkish Government have, in 
fact, made their choice and intend to stand by it. In this connexion 
I take formal note of the statement made to your Excellency by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to the effect tliat Turkey would never 
yield to threats and that, if Russia threatened her, it would mean 
war (paragraph 2 of your telegram No, 1195). I trust that the 
instructions to the amhassndor and any public statement which may 
bo imideby Turkish Government will be inspired by this basic principle 
and undertaking. 


(>l) Further, tlie ambassador should lie instructed to make it niain on nil 

a; ts'; '.H 

question at issue is how long she will take to win ^ 

worth while'loasrTLkiT'r'^ whether it might l,e 

appreciate that, if the Turkish Government were tii ask von'T'" 
Government were themselves iirepared to ilo if Iran’s viinV .uL a 

Gireatened by R„.,i„, we shol.ld'find i, diffi;,U .‘"‘remr; a ra ff sa'usfaZrv 
Turkey; anif in these circiimatnnras you miiv think it wiwr not ra i rass 'n 
Government on this [mint. Nevertheless if Turkish * “irk sh 

to the other sugges/ions c-on.ai,uHl iiMhi'! Sgram ym7' K 
have this instruction also included ^ snoiiiii do your Iwst to 

No. liloi'Tn'TVelgraTIv 53fT 


[R 7785/208/441 No. 03 . 

Sir //. Knatchbull-llugesscn to Viscount Halifax.—(Received September 27 1 
(No. 1247.) 

(Tele^graphicO^^ui No, 1235 •' 26, 1940. 

.)«"" . .. 

nnno?ninI*« yesterday had conversation with the newly 

appointed Soviet Amba-ssador here. He expressed himself as most favourahlv 
with the Soviet AmlMia,sador and with his conversation The ^vie^t 
Ambamdor, who was consistently friendly, gave every nssZance of fr^u Iv 
und"Tu'ikrv"‘^ >approchenient witK the Soviet Governmem 

Ambassador attaches the more importance to these 
the conversation was carried on in the prwiice of the first 
^•retary of the Soviet Embassy, a lady whom the Turkish Ambassador nrevioiislv 
knew in .Mosew, and who had licen present ns interpreter at the conversations 
with the Assistant Gommisaar for Foreign Affairs. ' ersations 

. i f®'’ I’nreign Affairs what step it was now intended 

? ‘“m*' rni'I'i’whemeiit. The Minister for Foreign Affairs state 

tliat the Turkish Government [ I had] ac'cepted the siieoesiions ivcnininn 1 ■ 
telegram .No. 961.. He then liaLed toihe aii\I'lsldor'I^C „n 
I had made to him. as re()oried in my telegram No. 1235. The only siiL'oefltioii 
iiiiaeceptable was that in regard to Iran, hut the ambassador informed nie tluu 
the Iranian AmboMador at Miwcow [ ? adhered to the] performance of the task 
we^'llly^rnnecL':®'^ Turc<^Ir«‘ni„„ ilttimis 

[22696] ^ 
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4. As regards the suggestion previously nmde that Russian support should 
l>e asked for in the fornuitioii of u new Balkan Entente, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs informed me that this suggestion in its original form had been now 
drop|)e<l. Turkish Government realised that it was for them to undertake the 
task of the [ ? reconstruetion of] the Balkan Entente njid they proposed to do 
this without I ? grou)) omitted] from Russia. The nmlter might be frankly 
discussed on tlie Turkish Ambassador's return [group undecyphcrablc] Turkey 
realised that this was her task and inteuderl to iieriorm it alone. The Soviet 
Government could decide for themselves what part they should play. 

6. The Minister for Foreigji Affairs seemed in general very hopeful as to 
the prospects of improving relations with Mosc-ow. He ogaiii cited the prompt 
appointment of the new Soviet Ambassador here and mentioned also a Tass 
communiqu6 issued in Moscow (sec Moscow telegram No. 785 to you) contradicting 
reports that the Soviet Government were trying to secure his own dismissnl. 
He thouglit this communiquii was intended as an indiention of friendly intentions. 

C. Owing to the change of programme in sailings, the Turkish Ambn.ssador 
will not be leaving till 2nd Octolvr and expects to reach Moscow on flth October 
or 7th Octolicr. He is taking his wife and family with him. 

(Repeated to Moscow and Saving to .Athens. Sofia. Bucharest and Belgrade.) 


|R 7896,/7M/19] No. Ii4. 

Vifcount flntifa.e to Sir ft. Kniitchbull-llugessen (Angora). 

(No. Il)a2.1 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 0, 1040. 

SfY telegram No. 1)0(1 [of 22nd Scptemlier: Public statement by Turkish 
Government regarding their interest in Greete]. 

Recent indications (renewed Italian press campaign and troop movements in 
Alhnnin) that Italy may after nil have decideil to press matters to extremes against 
Greetxt make it more tnnn ever important that the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
should make his promised statement us soon as possible. His Fxccllency’s reasons 
for waiting hitherto have lieen that things were calmer lietween Greece and Italy 
(see paragraph :l of your telegram No. 1195 |of Kith Septcmlwr]), and that to 
create an opiiortunity of making the statement would look far-fetched (see para¬ 
graph 3 ot your telegram No. 1218 [of 19th Scptemlier]). Neither of these 
ronsiderntions can lie regarded as applying at the present moment. 

2. Unless you see strong objection, please speak to Minister for Foreign 
.Affairs accordingly. 

(Rc|)cated to .Athens, No. (100; Sofia, No. 422; Belgrade, No. 573; and 
Moscow. No. 690.) 


[R 6970/17/44] No. 05. 

Sir H. Enutchbull-Hugessen to Viscount Halifax.—(Reeeiml October 11.) 
(No. 1300.) 

(I'elegraphic.) Angora, October 10, 1940. 

MY telegram No. 1136. 

Fortnightly report: Government solidly on our side, with anti-Italinn feeling 
predominating over nnti-Germun. Some anxiety re Egypt. Speedy appointment 
of new Russian Ambassador considered favourable sign. Turkish Ambassador, on 
the point of returning to Moscow from leave, told Turkish journalist that Turco- 
Soviet relations were normal and friendly. Attitude of France universally 
condemned. 

Parliament in recess: Prime Minister visiting llntny and other Ministers 
said to have been on tour in provinces. 
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[R 7967/208/441 Xo. 0(1. 

Sir S. Cnpps to ViseonnI Halifax.—(Receired October 18) 

(No. 880.) 

(Telcj^raphic.) .I/o.icobi, (Ictollier 17, 1940. 

rito-dnvl 'ho interview with Molotov 

2. Main points of importance were;_ 

(a) pleasure at the thorough preparations made by 

(b) think that the Italians would dare to attack Greece in view 

{f/l fiovernmenfs friendship and loyalty to Turkey. 

ihm ?ho ^ L'“"“tte'lj or Rounmnin. He confirmed 

whnieI K''e>'.the Soviet Governmenl no indication 

Kmmi '7'’® Roumnnia for " instruc¬ 

tional purposes and stated tlmt at the appropriate moment thev 
/ \ IT "'"“•<1/lemand an explanation from the Germans* 

(c) He stated that the Axis..)npaiicse Pact only made clear the world line-up 

fnpmi on ihe othe"" "" ““ ''*® 

If) He said that if this pni-t had lieen made three months ago it niighi have 

to tl>e partition of the world 
of interest, but that, since the cheik Germnnv had 
rcceiied, it was of very little ini|>ortanre, siiire it was only u still strona 
/ I II g''e"P "'I'o could dictate such matters. 

ig) He tixik particular note of the Turkish .Aniba.ssador'8 statement that His 
.Majesty s (loyernmcnt [.iic] were fully satisfied with their choice of 
friends and that they were now ronridenl that thev would K- in the 
winning group; as also of her dci-lnrntion that, if tficir vital interests 
were touched, they would fight and that they ronsidered Thrace was 
grentrat vital interest of theirs; he agreed that, while it was not vet 
time to «mie out oiienly with any fresh treaty with Turkey, it would 
be gmyl to make their economic nssw intion closer. AmbaKiador will 
see Mikoynn on this question. 

(0 [sic] No allusion whatever was made to the question of the .Straits. 

t'oiisidere it a most opportune moment for the 
^rcign Office to approach Molotov as instrncteii in voiir telegram No. U41 and I 
shall try to see him to-morrow. -ii. min i 

(Re|)ente<l to Angora, No. 90. and Wiishington, No. 30) 


[R 8008/816/44] No. (17. 

Vheount Halifax to ,Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen (Angora) 

(No. 339.) 

'rni.- I. c . TT . ^'ol■eign Office. October 23. mo. 

im tZ ra./ UnJer-^-retary of State met the Turkish Ambns-sador 

on the lOth October at the Spams!) Embassy. 

of n n * »I l‘'?.«»'';e>-8ation observed that he was in favour 

of a jimt peace. On Mr. Butler asking him wlmt ho meant, he replied that he 
did not think that an out-and-out crushing humiliation of Gcrmniiy would be 
m the mlerests of Europe. Mr. Butler replied that wo must first mi that wo 
obtained a victory over Gonimny before we considered such questions 

3. Mr. Butler s attention was aroused when his Excellency said that he had 
had a converration with the United States Ambassador prfor to the laUeFs 
d^arture to the United States in which they both agrcJil that there tTa 

^ ^^ 2690 ]"'*^ ''® *"“* ‘^pressed 

L -I u 2 
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on Mr Kennedy tho need for preventing the Mediterranean falling under the 
domination of the Axis. He who was master of the Mediterranean, he said 
controlled the Old World. The British had shown great wisdom in that they 
hud extended their power to the Mediterranenn without accompanying that iiowc’r 
with any odions restrictions of the liberty of the inhabitants of the Miditerriinenn 
area, hor these reasons Turkey was convinced that the Axis should be prevented 
from obtaining victory. His Excellency said that he had had good reports of 
the feeling in Turkev. His country would never allow the Dardanell^ to be 
overrun, though at the same time she would be unwilling to enter into armed 
conlhct unless this was absolutely essential. 

thaf after the conclusion of hostilities some such 
Im Sabi ^'“•'Innelles ns ^s obtained at Montreux would 

le desirable. He did not wish to outline a definite settlement nt iiresenl but 

'•'® pcrjietuiition of\he frcmlom 
whi.l I ‘i'*' *'. Here Mr Butler reminded the Amfass'ndor of the impoTnre 
rilri . i"' •'“'f®’;?'* ““Hier in Ins remarks to the successful resistance of Axis 

efforlB to doiiiinatc the MediterrancAn. 

in ihn JJ!" H>'Her noticed, did not piny so large a part 

n the AmbnRsador s converantion ns it ufliially does. His Excellencv^nied tn 
think thnt l-he Soviet Union would remain neutrnl, but that they woulT tacitly 
^^e event of hostilities. He considered that th^e Soviet Un^on 
fl Hoeping the Straits open by international agreement 

8. Dr. Aras s opinion was thnt the entry of America into* the war was 
even mere important than the entry of the U.S.S R He thnnolit 
of the United States, Great Britain and Turkey would greatly impress Bulgaria 
In this connexion Dr. Aras said he had impressed oi Vfr KVenedS .i 
psychological imjmrtanco of bringing the Unitetf St^s into the war ^ “ 

at Washing." -P--'-tives 

I am, <£c. 

HALIFAX. 


IR 6920/17/Ml No. 08. 

Sir 11. KiuilchbuU /luyessen to yiscouut Uulifuj:.—(R,-criw,l Dclober 26 1 
(No. lam.) 

(Tcle^ra^hit.^^HTj^y report. Anyora, October 24, 1640. 

manifested in the press and conversation intention of 
In'lIS! Uernian attempt to crass Turkov; rejoiced over British naval 

11 .Halians and aerial Immbardracnt of Germany; confidence in 
British victory enhanebd by Prime Minister’s speech; gave 0 ^ 0 ^promhienro tS 

to nrm/v'IT?’ ‘''“Hi of British commiiniqu&r ridiculed ?taly’8 claims 

to protect Islam; and resentment of hrench attitude to England. ^ 

.1 -i- Squadron Lender McKeever. British instructor to Turkish 

aiithoritics, killed at Istanbul in flying incident, utilised for muL'nificent 
Turkish Iricndship for Great Britain Turks took 

Turl|Vforcr[lp:rp of 'he 

iuacks o? G^""''’’"'* ■•®Po»®of i-oix-nding ItaMan 

34.n(m to^wrollTn'ro'^ars'’'""’'^"''’ l>oP"''‘Hon of Angora increased 

who.)o^t‘t 

( npitiilntions (K'liod and foreign financial .stranglehold on Turkey, ^ ^ 
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(,R 8055/764/19] No. 60. 

Sir M. Palniret to Vi-rcount Unlifax.—(Received October 28.) 

(No. 995b.) 

ultin^?^*'^ J'!*'® ‘"formed the Tiirkishliovenirnem^of the HMian 

they have no indii-ation of the attitude of the German Government 
EastO ' Commander-in-chief Middle 


(R 8069/764/19] ' No. 70. 

Sir II. KiiiitchbnR-lluyessei, to Viecouiit llitlifa,T.—(Received October 28) 
(No. 1375.) ■' 

‘^“'1 Y'^iellan. No. 1374. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs has informed iiiv Greek colleague that he nmv 
VltLt^f'r l'- ''!«t Turkey would act ‘if BiilgarirSekid S 

llinistcr for I'oroign Affairs has also informed him that instructions have lieeii 
givetuo the press tomake a violent attack on Italy, hut no" on Girmniiy 

np,ir;val of G^rml^- h"" actetl^-ithoiit 

(3omilS;;Hn.ddeL‘teit^^;ei^iM 


(R 8069/764/19] No. 71. 

Sir II. Kiiiitclibidl-lliiye.y.ieii to Viscouut lliilifiuc.—(Rreeieed October 28 ) 
(No. 1376.) ■' 

‘^“'TlYre'letlam No. 1374. ^ 

I have informed Minister for Foreign Affairs thnt thnuerh i i 

instructions, I „m certain that you will attach Zost iiiiuor&lo^l^^^^^ 
and JP'"t of policy (your telegram No. 884). 

I'n ® national fete here some public statement on 

(^nerid lines is probable. .Xs regards Italian-Greek situation I have urged that 
If such a declaration is made, it should lie to the effect that Turkish (^^remment 
arocxamining the position in concert with His Majestv's Goveroment MhS 
for Foreign Affairs entirely agrees as to the nred’for solidaHty and ^ 

S'l^t r’ anLeHng^ 


[R 8069/764/19] No. 72. 

Sir II. KnntchbuH-lluyeseen to Viecount lliUifaee.-(Receited October 29) 
(No. 1381.) ■' 

(Teli^rephicO^ani A ogora, October 28. 1940. 

ceuld count absolutely on Turkov in tlm L ent of T that Greixe 

Bulgaria. He added that instnictions were licing sent to Tii'rk?«i 
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2 . Mv (jrwk oolleagiie’s view is that wliare Turkey eontinues to hold 
tlirufian from against possihle liiilgariaii attack, this is all that Greece requires 
or could expect, ' 

(liciK>at«l to Athens. Sofia, Belgrade, Bucharest, Moscow, M.I.C.K. and 
CoininaiKlor-iii-chief, MeiiitciTancan). 


IB 8092/764,19] N„, 73 , 

•ViV //. himtchliull-llugessen to Viscount Hiilifii.r.—(lieceirrd (tctolier 30.) 
(No, 1386.) 

(Iclwraphic.) , . A ngoni. October‘29. mt). 

1 i.MUK.Mr.U MiniMcr for I'oreigii A(Tairii thin evpning, aH instruotec) in 
™ >«o setilcnccs. and then asked views of the Turkish Government on the 
present sitnahon. 

Minister for Foreign .MTairs' reply was that the 
attac k on Greece had changed puhlii- opinion from honing to keep out of the war 
T “1" ‘''y' <lrawn in. If Bulgaria attacks Greece, 

ll. , <« move through Bulgaria it would 

lie a nu>\e against Greece and I urkey, and Tiirkev would go to war. As regards 
Italian attack on (irewe, '1 iirkish Government felt their lest line was to eontaiii 
iV ‘ .1 ■|“"‘i ‘ "'•lal Grecs-e had asked for. All leave in arniv in Thrace 

has iilieadv leen stopiecl. lurkiah Governnient realised that safety of Gieecv 

with su).pl es (he ineii loiiecl ccail), hut they could not go to war in the circuni- 
stances as hey e.xisted to-day, and they could not seiiti Hoops to C.reece as to 
dose) would lie to weaken their llnnk in I'liraec against Gernmnv and Bulgaria. 

I' c ii pro|)osa to acldrcss a general clec-larntion to Bulgaria 

s I-C^celleney said hat the Turkish Minisfr at Sofia has already teen niiir^ 
■0 « to ,,l•eaerve her neutrality nmf pri/ert W 

itClice HaviW Arfairs alta..hed gieat iniportaiK-e to words 

not I. I '“‘■suraneo he was instructing Tiirkish Minister 

imc.'S 'll ' .1 ""'“‘'t t^htimry Iircvioiisly intended (see my tclegriini No 1381) 
l oiiLdi the matter might still (o pursued. But in view of tlie BuTgarian Govorii 

wo cl ir,'mii'tiV ‘Th" hI on thefines suggested 

«onU! l>e Ihe Bulgarian (jovorninent wore fu Iv aware of the Tiirki«h 

.mmmienfs ol.ligationa, (Bulgarian .Minister told nie-ttl-clcly timt his coimtrv 

renVidd Ihnl '"='“™ldy and asked what the attitude o^f Turkcv was I 

it'piied that that depended very largely on Bulgarin ) 

4. As i-egards possilde assistant hy Turkey* (second paratfranh of vom- 
telegram under reference), Minister for VoieigtrAltairs will Smv icV, I. 
c^nilloh T I'"*-'"'’'® 0 *. unfavoiirahly ns laissihle to Italy ' It was 

(we my iinmeiliaiely following telegram) He suL'i/eated 

should propose text of Jime joint deciarntion whieir'ih'e'r 

could exani^ne. His Kxcxdleney „g^d to thk Clovernment 


/ 
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^ 7. It appears to me that it would bo difficult to embody in any joint declara¬ 

tion the uetiial position of the Turkish assistance, and that if this were done the 
effect would fall rather flat. On the other hand, separate statements on the line of 
the Turkish President’s speech might have the correct cflect. 

8 . Minister for Foreign Affairs told me that he had sent for the German 
Ambassador and spoken yery strongly to him about the Italian attack on Greece 
and its effect. .•Vniong other things, he had said that the question whether Turkey 
came into the war or not i-ested with the other countries, and not with 'Furkey, and 
dc|)ended on the attitude which other countries took up in the present question. 

0. My comments follow ns soon us possible. 

(Repeated to Athens. Sofia, Belgrade, Cairo, Commander-in-ehief, Mediter¬ 
ranean, Middle Fast Intelligence Centre and Madrid. Foreign Olfiee please pass 
to Washington.) 11 

(Repented to Washington, No. 2885. by Foreign Office.) 


[R 8092/764/19] No. 74. 

Sir II. Knatckbull-lluffessen to Viscount llnlifnj-.~{Rrcrircd October 30.) 
(No. 1387.) 

(Telegraphic.) ,( n^ora, October 29, 1940. 

MY immediately preceding telegram. 

Following arc translations of lelatiye passages from draft of the Pixeident's 
speech for retransmission ns it stands at present:— 

“ 1. Our attitude of noii-lielligciency cannot constitute an obstacle to 
the maintenance of nornial or even frieiidiv relations, not only with our 
neighlmurs but also with belligeivuts, provided that they too show the same 
good faith. 

“ 2. Our friend and iioightiour, Gieece, who lies within our sccuritv 
zone, and whose safety and protection are of vital interest to us. is to-clayk 
unfortunately, forced into war. We are in llie course of censiciering anil 
[group undeeypliernble]ing in censnltation with (de concert) oiir ally Great 
Britain, the situation which has thus arisen. No one will gain by exteneicin 
of the war to this part of the world. On the contrary, we arc’of opinion 
that such an extension will do harm to all [two groups uhdeeyplioinble] satis¬ 
faction is expressed at return to friendly relations with the U.S.S.R. 

“ 4. At a moment when Fnginnd is conducting, under diffieiilt condi¬ 
tions, a heroic struggle for her existence it is mv duty to proclaim that the 
Ixmils of alliance which unite us to her are firm and unshaken." 

(Repeated to Athens. Sofia, Belgrade, Cairo. Commander-in-chief, Mediter¬ 
ranean, Middle F.ast Intelligcnie Centre and Madrid. Foreign Oflice please 
repeat to Washington.) ' 


IR 8069/764/19] No. 75, 

Fisfoiint ll<ili/n<r to Sir II. Knatchbull-lluijessen {.■ingora). 
fNo. 1153.) 

(Telegraphiu.) Foreign Office, October 30. 1940. 

YOUR telegrama Nos. 1370, 1380, 1381 and 1382 [all of 28th October: 
Attitude of Turkey in face of Italian attack on Gieece], 

There has not yet twen time for me to receive your reply to my telegram 
No. 1138 [of 28th Octolerl, but in the mc'cintime I would agree that a statement 
by the Prime .Minister at the opening of the National Assembly on Ist Noyemlier 
on the lines indicated in your telegram No. 1380 would lie u.>icful. 

2. I note with satisfaction that Greece can ceunt alisolutelv on Turkey in 
the event of Greece leing attacked by Bulgaria (paragraph 1 of your telegram 
No. 1381), and that the Turkish Minister at Sofia is to ask the Bulgarian Govern- 
nienl to state their attitude. It does not apixiar, liowever, that up to the iiresent 
the Turkish Government have made their attitude crystal clear to the Bulgarian 
[2)2800] 0 4 
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iraporlanc'c oncav.ng the Hulf-nrians unde 

(llcpeatcd to Sofia, No. 478.) 


[R 8ia7/7M/lB] No. 70. 

n^couot Halilwc to Sir II. K,iatchbM-Uoges,ro (Angora) 

(No. 345 .) y V I 

(ircciv had Ik-oh nwidc hi'iolhisio?™^^^^^ ' iow the Italian attaik on 

sure that it had lH.-en aitrced Ih-Iwivii liitl .t i, Ii ir '''’"■ f'*'’ pretty 

that (icrinanv slioiihl take Konia'iiiia ami It'nii "■ !meetin). 

proa..ure on ViiKoslavirand m “ '’‘O"' “> P>'ltiiiB 

domination of tiie Meditorranoin^fiom' 8nli "1 2^ “■ Pl“" ‘Or the 

not think that Ihc Straits lould !»Ji fa^Mmo 

circumstances he felt nrettv sure the fVrm *^1 <"«rni«n hands. In the 
Turkev, and, if imssih'le to Zs„ide P'“" intimidate 

of doinjr it tlicrnselves. ’ BulKarians to attack Turkey instead 

would At^llatit^^h^'rmijl^i'Zf n,t Union 

relations lietwccn the Soviet uiiion anil Turk"!,' ‘“^“’''dinf? to all his information, 
Soviet Union would at least ..rut a aTtituI ‘'mt the 

Ins country. He did not think however ^lmt s4,e^J^^ noutmlity towards 

o|)onlv. unless |>erhnps the United States of ,Vnior''**'* "^ toopfiose Germany 

Ho replied that lie himself linil always wmuM to Greek resistance, 

other Ralkan Suites, He tl o,« X Zv ,t„H «“ ""y of the 

moral and material sup.mrt, she !vo Id'inhle .1 Po«»ii>le 

tlmt the time thus A m RhtX ve y J^hiahle ' ''“ks. and 

V^l''sl;?dX?t'T« fF- 

to help Greece. His E.x™liencXRwd XXhlXt'l'r'' 
in he closest contact. He repeated his vieirit,»l i ‘ Governments were 
n^nd ^ iiRoslavia was also essential and exnreri t^nnUict between Turkey 
Government would tisc their infi.teXX litSa li*'" '1°'^ ‘^b^is Majesty’s 

c™. I „id M. . 1 , 1 . ,.sv"'!,' 3 "Kd?;a;; 
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Turkish MUcy by the VXidtnroMhp'n ‘''“J'. Uierc would lie a statement of 
the 1st Noveral/r. I slhl that I h^ '’ ^"■•liament on 

President Inbnii Would take a L! it^ ' ’ 

I am, &c. 

HALIFAX. 


fR 8117/242/44] - 77 

(No 838 ^ "'>>>fo-r:.-(nrcrirrd Orlobrr 30.) 

l*Sg 4 a=i fi!» T-,ai^ 

offer to, or an arraniroment wiih**Wuii 4 ei'i'''^ strong eonvietion that yesterday an 
share in the i-ontrol orZlClam^^ (.overnmei.t had been tnade lu. to some 

Gov^..iZKw.!.dnr.;w? 7 h^Lirt/r.z^ "" 

lieiiig most cnrefiillv eonsiilnis..t „^,’i i "T? to Sonet Government and are 
ndvantagM in the .Straits niav TOunternct thew P™'"i«> “f 

GovoViimm'and ;mblic“'’.WaWX."ln 'sXLft Wf Th"^.W;''- »f ‘'m Soviet 

■lie «.ntiol of the'straits is a nil imStit fac-Z ''“^“cipation in 

d. T icgaid some Buch action now on Itcludf nf 'I'nri-At. „ r 

. 

(Ro|)cnted to Angora. ,\o. 102.) 


[R 8148/8/67J No. 78. 

Sir S. Crippn to Vl-icount lliiti/iu.—{lt,crirr(l Orlobrr 31) 

(No. 042.) 

^^“'lufluWsT telegram No. 1388. 

by .Mlio«fiTsirs;^?;:|;'s^^^^^^^ •” -f--' 

attitude ^viot Government" w'ouhf J Wey'^CallX'volre'd 

with : he lv''ouId'';o^?"Tlki'sl. '^oZnn!^tT^ooZos to“sovWe'r'G'“"' 
atid th^. would be [ 1 considered] within fmmelorkX co..tinul‘ nWmSroW 

and Aat secret preparations onH arrivX M ? ermnnW^I 
war materials in Bulgaria caused them to Winnose BiikZi!. Ilf®" ‘l“'""!tics of 
an attack on Thnu'e dospito the assurances to preparing for 

0 . VyBhitmki otiBcrved that it was diilicult for 
form any opinion, though they had similar information bufllml ” B^a"had 








not wiisuUctl thorn at all,” and that lie was incliiivd hi agree with Turkish 
liywlliesis, Turkish Amhassador also told me that Russian General Stall had 
had long and detailed talks'with his military attaclai on the Greek situation, 
and had given indieations whieh he took to mean that help in materials would be 
forlhcomiiig from Russia in the event of war. 

0. He also told me of a talk between Yugoslav and Riilgarian Military 
Attaehds in whieh the latter (a very honest soldier) had said he feared Bulgaria 
would have to fight. 

(Rc|waled to Aiigom, No, B7; Athens, No. 25; and Sofia, No. 26.) 


IR 8185;764/19| No. 71). 

Sir II. Knatchbull-lluijrsfen to Viscount llali/<i.i.—{Ueeciccd October 31.) 
(No. 131)3.) 

(Tclcgraphie.) „,jorii, October 30, 1040. 

Ml’ telegram No. 1386. 

Although there is a certain vagueness in the .Minister for Foreign Affairs' 
reply to my cnmiirv as to possible 'Turkish assistame. I feel that in the present 
eiix'umstaiues this is iiievilahle. We have not asked for definite measures of 
(o oiKimtion. and we are giiidwi by the view that Turkey should not enter the 
war at present unless (oni|)elled to do so. Wo are therefore limited to asking for 
general nssurancea while avoiding asking for anvthing whieh might prei-ipitato 
a premature entry of Turkey into the war. 

2. These general assurances have twen readily given, and the s|H.>cch to lie 

made by the Rresident of the Republic on Ist Novenilicr in tlie form'connnunicnted 
lo me imprt*sses my Greek colleagne and mvself ns verv firm and outright. 
(.Sttmmnry of salient passages is given in my telegram No! 1387.) In addition, 
we IhiiIi notice a retnarkahle solidification of public opinion here sinre the attack 
on Greece. — 

3. Turkish Government have made their position perfc-ctly clear to the 
Bnlgariiin Government. As re<iticstcd, lioth the Prime Minister and the Minister 
for Foreign .Vllnirs have s|>uken very plainlv to the German .\mhnssndor. as stated 
in my telegram above mentioned. Minister for Foreign Affairs iminted out to 
him the alwnrdity of neensing Greece of siipplviiig the Royal Navy when she 
was buying coal from the llnited Kingdom. I'lnd no iK'trol and was largely 
de|)cndent on Turkey for rereals. He added that Italy’s action was "a 
dishoiionrahle, dirty hnsincssa ” which would recoil on Germany. 

4. As an instaiu'C of their desire to help Greece with supplies, it can tie 
stated that they have agreed to send at once a supply of ammunition for anti-tank 
rillcs_provided to Turkey by us which is urgently required in Greece. 

5. I therefore think that in the present circumstnines we are getting all 
we can, and I am satisfied that the Turkish Government and public opinion are, 
if possible, more solidly with ns than ever Ixjfore. 

6. 1 therefore feel strongly that raa.vimnra advantage will lie obtained bv 
keeping Turkey out (siibycct of mirse to situation rendering this possible) till 
the spring, and meanwhile giving continued supplies and increased technical 
assistance, also preparing all possible siipiwrt for her for the spring as indicat^ 
in your telegram No. 1141. 

7. General Smith entirely agrees with the almve. Wo both feel the ideal to 

1hi that when Turkey comes in she should do so at full strength and ns something 
of a tniimi-card. '' 

8. This, however, renders issiio of any joint declaration difficult, apart from 

any delay whieh may result from negotiating an agreed text, and you mav find 
that Minister for Foreign Affairs’ suggestion in paragraph 5 of'my telegram 
No, 1386 may prove more rapid and more effective. ” 

(Re|>ented to Athens; Middle F.n.st; Commander-in-chief, Mediterranean- 
and Air Officer Comnianding-in-chief, R.A.F., Middle F.nst.) 


IR 8092/764/19] No. 80. 

I iscount llnlifacc to Sir II. KnatchbuU~Hugcssen (.4 rifforu). 

(J^ J 1.59.) 

* YnV!R“i^ XI forcian Ojfficc, October 31, 1040. 

No m-trof 20‘h Octolier] and mv telegram 

No. Had fof 30th October: Turkish attitude in face of Italian attack bn Gnfece]. 

teIe«rranrNo'’W7™h >n l’re.sidcnt’8 8|)eech ciuoted in your 

whmh mav uin strongly for the omission of paragraph 1. 

relnt nnTw.'iY Tt^ "‘>t ''“'ro that her 

S ^ f ^ • "•'onld also much prefer the omission 

of any rerercnco to extension of the war, ns in paragraph 2 of draft which mav 
ead to mist-onception of Turkish ix«ition here'amfabroail. Al t ,e mmo Omo 
you might inform Munster for Foreign Affairs that His Majestv’s GZrnmela 
niuih appreciate reference lo this country in paragraph 4. 

"" t • Athens telegram No. 1010 that the (iiwk 

(-ommander-in-cliiei is anxious, failing full militarv support from Turkov for n 
' ,'"''‘,1'''' fio'eriimcnl that Turkey will go to wiir with 
Bulgaria if the latter attm-ks Greere.. I have alreadv suggested mv t^grai 

cleartrfhn''nnl'^‘'- ‘*‘9,'Government should make their atlilhde crystal 
clear to the Biilgarnui (lovernment, but the Athens telegram suggests that'this 
night iKist l« done by a passage to the retmired effect in the iSem’s s rnel-h 
to-moirow 1 lease suggest this also to Minister for Foreign Affairs 

3. His Majesty s lioveriimcnt will consider making some corresnomlim- 
I"./’'’'"' We will await the reception nix-orded to the President's 

8|)m-h ami the corresmnding statement by His Maiestv's Government H made 
liefora deciding whether a joint decinratibn is nec-cssarV " "'"dc. 

X, '^'liens. No. 709; Sofia, No. 482; Belgrade No nnn- Pniw, 

\I°'|■'•‘xl'lerontiean. No. 52; MKIC nV 53 - 

Madrid, No. 963; and Washington, No. 2888.) i-i i .. .'>0. o3. 


IR 8138/764/19] N„. g,. 

Sir II. Kmitchbull-lhujessen to Viscount H<ili/uj:.—{Ueceiceii Norember I ) 
(No. 1307.) . ■' 

‘‘'"'lofiRiilegram No. 1153. 

did not do so Turkey would bo [1 forced] into war ^ Bulgaria 

and enquir^ dG'Wdo'or'IMrkish'Glivm-nm'crn^ «c-rotary-general 

exact description of situation. coniinne. it was merely an 

4. Secretary-general also mentioned to Bulgarian Ministm- ii.„. -r i • i 
Government wore in close consultation with His MaiMtv's rVvfJ ‘ ! ‘“fV",'' 
a loomholo as to i^iblo results of this consultation and left 

(Repeated to .Sofia.) 
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!R 8160/1213/44] No. 82, 

(Nv’4ri No^rnber 1.) 

My Lord, 

£r.?iisrjssiv‘:h=^ 

for .he n^„l year JutlS’'’’ 

Trade, •<«»P«‘«^1''“> "-o Ilepartmenl of Overseas 

1 have, &e. 

H. M. KNATCHBULL-HUGESSEN. 


Enclosure in No. 82. 


h'!B!.I^'Vo;'9'^":S,jfc .ho 


Receipts — 

Ordinary. 

ExtraordiiMixy 
Sivas/Krzerum loan 

Sundry . 

Treasury refunds !" ! 

l93S-.il>. 

tr. 

-.. 2.57,088,972 

54,800,100 
4.030,507 
2,240,740 
4,104.440 

I9.i7-3S. 

£T. 

200,171,104 

30,085,730 

4,140,000 

1,002,478 

8,871,438 


322,033,840 

314,170,810 


for lOTK "fo‘"‘‘r^’ ‘"fe lli'isi- scheduled in the general budget Thev show 

f" '.olff:!.":' tr.;^ tE:l «Pl-xin.a.eV as co,np& will? tt 

wo .jTv i..""', " ^""'pnred with hiidgel 
.18 .in. 1 Ins decrease of I'T. 3 million figured 
5a« OD '» I0:i8 30. which amounted 


for ;.:d“‘:m -yMon.,^,prpxima.ety 

estimates (£T. 2.'in,040.(100) for 10 
“ p.?. '*"* .liminiition of cusioms 

*• • ■3.600.000 as roniparcd with 1937-38. 

1 he extraordinary receipts are miule up as follows :— 


1. (.iirried forward from previous 

year . 

2. Minting of silver money.. 

3. I rodiict of 5^ per cent, bonds 

(ngninst lunkers' de|)osits) ... 

4. I mdiict of nine monthly bonds ... 

5. Product of Monopoly liotids 

0. Current nctxiunl with the Agri¬ 
cultural Bank. 

7. Sale of bonds . 

8 . Uefnnds on credits granted to 

agricultural purchase co-opera¬ 
tives . 

0 , Bonds mortgaged 
10 . Sundry '. 


lU.iS-Xb. 


10.021,603 

2,401,000 

0.379,700 

18.408.707 

80,000,000 

3,000.110 

70,600 


001,172 


Pnexpended amount transferred to a 
special account and carrietl 
forward to next fisi-al year 


73,103,053 

18,243,863 


Product of fifth block of internal loan 
Sivna/Erzcrtim (called in Novem¬ 
ber 1038) . 


34,800,100 


WS7-SS. 

£T. 

7,242,200 

2,060,377 

3,748,086 

22,108,077 


2,02i’,2fl0 


1.050743 

100.880 


30,085,730 


30,085.730 


4,030,507 


4.140,000 


38 


03 

speciaHav^s ™TT.rprinc'ipJTern’i^i »f 


•838-39 . ISfiTnia 

. ::: cS" 

The Tr^ury refunds include- 

Gifts for aviation . I oisV.na n.TiV.in= 

Treasury’s share (15 per cent.) in the ' ‘ 3.744,205 

Bridges and Bonds Tax. I 551 •141 • 000 .,,., 

f iistoms Tieveniie and other Uixcs paid ’ ’ 1,8.38,423 

liy the Treasury on constnictional 
material importeil for Govern¬ 
ment aixsiiint . 0 . 25,44 2.131.410 


figijring under Extraordinary Ret^>ipts was made tin bv 

Of the amount ... nuaau'ioo 

obtained by loans a sum of ..'. ]. isoi 5 ari! 

was not spent in 1038 30 and has l«cn Jiirricd' forward 
o the sutweding fiscal year. Thus, the funds from 
loans txmtracted 111 1038-30 which were acttinlly 
used to cover exiienditiire in 1038-39 only amounted _ 


.’. 45,144,330 

Expenditure incurred in the same fiscal year amounted 

of which amounts paid totali^d . Moiil'ill 

and still to he paiil total .. 14 roJI^ 

On the other hand, a debt of ... . . 

incurred in 1038-30 has heen c.rrin.i c." -om.-Jat 


incurr^ in 10^.30 has been curried forward for 
liquidation in the following year. 

“b ''“b 32-6 per cent. = £T. 101,185,000 

and 1 ublit Works has absorbed 14 per cent. *= £T. 43,499,000 


[R 8186/816/441 No, gg 

Sir //. K«atchbult.Hug>,s,en to VUeoum ll„lifa.r.-{RrcHred Noermbrr 2) 
(No. 1400.) 

fourteen months. lu developments are smh that 

imssibly extend beyond the of JCro Jand ‘‘“"5 

world-wide conflagration. During the ilaM'^ear . Z P^Po^'®"* "f 

iiideiicndent countries have lecomo victiL o/foJeigif biMa?nn"^ 

the fact that attacks which after the defeat of 

England encountered obstinate resistance has led^ih directed against 











iinpossilile not to feel deeply grieved by this dark orosocel not m 
note wi h great sadnras and bitterness this rega-t^ion of civiLitlon. ’ 

unr toiiiitry has lived through these d ffieult times without Isun.r 
f *'■ ““ ■‘1““' on^doi-c-lence and s^tmity Thl S 
of onr firmness lies in our confidence in our own rights our rcsnect for those 
ot others and our resolution to defend the Katlu-rland (Sill l ^ 

I rhlcilKf fSn ^ wall again to emphasise that our only guide U 
pnnLij)ic of i Ulismg the numberless virtues of our i>eoi)le in manner nimt 
efhcaciotts and most productive of results for our coutiay ™ 

the W.r v*' 'J'’®'""!? previous session I outlined our attitude regarding 
Kepnblic. P'“®® th®« in foreign policy oXrS 

iSt’^t'"„ims";ttXifrai™ 

.‘s fremS' Xir it’"hal;“n ‘-v®* «'■ inoh oHeiTirry^Zsi I ’ 

oT. .1 1 ‘ ‘ ■ intention of trespassing on aitvones rights 

caregorically and al«ohttely impossihle as long as we tX no l" ?t itiX wX 
nnfort.tnalely finds herself drawn into war^ ^oLrelher ™trmtr"‘mv‘f■r‘'“; 

(‘Applaud; «‘-n<ying".iulng's!i.mS 

have^ii^hMiriliirs^ 

in same mauner our security of to-morrow ^ ' * nniiniuiii 

Our relations of (‘oufulenee with IJ S t « 

twoiUv years, after experieiieinL^ dinio»l»i^« 'u* P««l of nearly 

eithorof tis, have retu^l^ed 7r i^^ In; attrihuu-d t'o 

that I note this. (Applause) In midst of wntt i • ^'“'“'“^“‘’i'nn 
rclutimis arc a fim. o} Intrinsie value and our two coinreies 
this fact indepciidentlv of all other infiueiices X 
considered from this aspect this policy will l,cX friiUnd foTT'.T” 

of siilTering for liiuimn!t)'*'"DuXgHhiXwr'h^^^^^ " ''’"K. l>®''i«i 

everything that affec'ts oiir vital iiitorcsts w,. sLu ® ®?niatning sensitive to 
our trieiiiTships and altiXes ('"^“1,^^ ^ 

under diXultXiuiuL^'^lu mv"dure ?o" o'r;:^r-*“"'P'®. ®*‘«‘«''®® 

which iiiiiie US to her are iiolid ami unhVcakalbir’"7ApXur)‘^“ 

WashingL™"”'"'*"" '"'“"B®'' fn'lo'vs. Please repeat to 

M«d^kf.r'‘"' C«n.ma.ider-in.chief. M.I.0.1.:., and 


TR 8202/242/441 


Xo. M4. 


(No 736 ) f'ifeounl llnli/ns le Sir S. Cripps {iMoscow). 

(Tcit^raphic.) Forrinn Offirr, Norrmber 2. 1040. 

rnvoTnil?, Suggestion that His Majeslv’s 

r ^ P?®“"nfi® ih® Turkish Govcriimeiil to make some offer to the 

Soviet Government nlwut the Straits]. 

''®®® pn-'®”*’*® !" persuade the Turkish Government to make the 
“Bei- in regard to the Straits, I doubt whether 
^ “'^®?‘fi"® n'lH-udo of the Soviet Government, whoso chief pre- 

0 V' . *®"'! f’ermnny. Moreover, it is surclv in the interest of the 

.Vniot (imernmetil to maintain the atatus quo in regard to the Straits, if it can 
Xvrtahl*c“""''‘ ■ '®, ®'’"'’® ®®"‘™' fiermiiny, which would 

hm h„ k '",'’''?®ii'®® ‘c”P fS.*'?®"’"" ™nlrol. It seems to me, therefore, 
mntin^r^X '"'5^ Turkish policy at Moscow should be to trv to 

convince Gie Sonet Government that the status quo can he maintained. 

Iiiilwwio |n®«e.™"si‘leration8, you will remember that our efforts 

n ^ vi . V- P™P“*"'“ '®'"®'> wnnld be at tW same time siilficieiillv attractive 
to the Soviet (.overiimcnt and aeecpiahle to tlie Turkish Goveinnient have bren 
tWnlTXt'fiir'ihe; "B "II nllpwaiire for siibscqueiil developments, I scarcely 
lit ,. ‘n?‘ inrllici efforts arc likely to bo any more availing now. Surclv ibe onlv 
offer which would ^lly ho atlraetive to tlic Soviet Govonimeiil is llie offer of 
some share in the physical wmtrol of the Straits, i.c., a naval base in the f^traUs 
XVp“"n®h "'® ‘lnve®ni..tM.t to 

™ 1 P®*"il>'l,i'y whit'll occurs to me is that His Majesty's Goverii- 

wit them m the f.overiiment that, in view of their iffer^ to eoiisull 

I ( I'®, 'v'"®.'" ''“eni'd to a pisl-war settlement of I'.iirope 

?„"u ® ^*®? P"®"B,®"Ph (a) of your telegram No. 013 [of 23rd Oelobcrl) it 

A'® ‘^i"''^'i ‘''’''p'nnieiit to raise any question connected with llie 
Straits, though this should not lie rcgarticd ns in any way commitling the Turkish 
(TOvcriimciit. I should not, however, bt'prenared to autlmrisc a statement on these 
lines wit^ut the eomurreiice of the 'Tuikish (iovornmeiit, and His Mniesly's 
hmX'n"^ M '^"Bora is being asked urgently for his views on the desirahilitv 
of broncinng the sugg-cstioii with them (see my telegram to Angora, No. 1174) ' 
r„f ai.i n Ambassador s conversation roimrtcd in your telegram No 042 
[of 3Ut October] auggesUs that it is not impossible that .iliovict atGtiidc mnv in 
nllesn^' *“‘Jp"®*®ry {*"‘1 'hilt there may 1» 110 need to raise this delicate 
aucstion. You will no doubt report any further information which Turkish 
Ambassador gives you on this subject. lurMan 

(Repented to Angora, No. 1173.) 


[R 8202/242/44] No, 85. 

Fiscount Halifax to Sir //. Kuatehbull l/unssssn (Anaora). 

INo. 1174.) 

I should be glad of your comments. 














on 


tR 8202/242/Ml . No. 86. 

Sir S. Cripps to Viscount i/uli/a^r.—{Heceiced Norembcr 3.) 

(No. 060.) 

(Tflc^rnpliie.) Moscow, Norrmbrr 3, 1040. 

-Ml inimcdintolv precciliiif; Iclegrnin. Your telegram No. 730. 

I suggest Hint It might tie urgently suggested to Turkish (iovernment thnt 
they Hhoiild put the followinjt proposition lx*fore tlie Soviet Government. 

2. If Soviet Government alone, or in nssoeintion with Roiimnninn Govern- 
mem. enii secure control over llnnube mouths and will consult Ttirkish Govern¬ 
ment as to Iia-wiige of any warshijis other than Soviet or koiimnnian into Black 
hen, then liirkish Governiiietit will agree to consult Soviet Govermnent in same 
way ns to passage of non-Turkish warships through Straits, in so far ns they have 
jiower ti) coiitrtil trairic utider Moiitrciix Convention. 

3 'I’liis should as.sial in creating diniculties lietween Russia and Germans 
over Ihinulie, and would give Turkish Government an equivalent advantage to 
thnt offered to them. ° 

4. If wincihing on these lines could be offeretl immediutelv it might lie 
extremely effective. • " 

(Repeated to Angora. No. 105.) 


IR 8117/242/Ml No. 87. 

SirlJ. KnutchbuU-Hugessen to Viscount H<ilifnj;.—{/{rceired Norrmber 3.) 
(No. 1415.) 

(Telegraphic.) ntjoni, Noeember 2, 1040. 

MOSCOW telegram No. 088 |sie; 1038]. 

l^rclary-gcneral mentioned this to me and asked me to point out that 
lurkish Government would regard it as most dangerous to mate an offer as 
regalds the Straits. Ihey feel if they did so they would easily be over-bid bv 
Axts 1 owera so thnt negotiations would lie set iii motion in which the Axis 
1 owers could always have last word and make most capital, while Turkish 
lioveriimeiit miglit lie fortxnl to make too great a concession, ns it would lie impos- 
sihlo to let the Stiviel Governnient go away empty-handed once the subject had 
l^n o|)cncd. '1^!? ““'d agree to promises and offers on their side, hut 

he did not think that these would lie taken seriously, nor bo likely to divert the 
Soviet (government from their settled policy. 


[R 8186,ai6/M] No. 88. 

Sir II. Knatchbull-Hugcssen to Viscount llidi/iix.—{ltecrivcd Norrmbrr 3) 
(No. 1418.) 

(Iclt^raphic.) Angora, florember 2, 1340 . 

Mi telegram No. 1409. paragraph 2. 

Referring to defence. IVesident said, inter alia : “ To-day duty of dofeme 
ms liecome goal most dear to heart of whole nation. We can say willi pride that 
the sacrifices made by nation are justified." ‘ 

licrorntion he declared that true basis of right 
of nations to live was national unity, spirit of sacrifice and heroism. Turkish 
natioiial unity was stronger than ever, fte concluded ; " We are all of us firiilv 
jj^lyed to make any sacrifice we may 1» called on as nation to make Sons of 
1 urkish nation to-day wtll lie worthy of heroism of their amestors. At tinm when 
Hie future of nalioiis is dec ided in last resort by heroism and spirit of Zaffire 
Turkish nation looks with pride to future thnt will be unclouded and secur^' 
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[R 8260/8/67] No. 89. 

Viscount Halifax to Sir II. Knatchbull-llugessen (Angora). 

(No. 1190.) 

(TelMrnphic.) R, Foreign Office, Norember 5, 1940. 

No. 1409 [ofTs? Novemter]' "nd .vour telegram 

as foilowHrregr/to L^^v :1" 

T I • 1* Government have licen in close censultatioii with the 

(lie situation which has arisen as a result 
5IL . 1 '""i of the Turkish Government 

has Iwn clearly and re^lutely stated by the President of Turkey in his speech 
Turkish Parliament on Ist November. Yhanks to the 
wiw and fnr-sighteil policy of her (.ovcrnnicnt. Turkey constitutes a solid 

LTs wM 1, " ’i' u^j' ‘® 'o^oubtable Turkish army to carry out niiv 

tasks whiih It maj lie called on to perform. I now take thin opportunity of 

u^ bv"f’ei!’ern'i“?^"“n®' l°" f'" YojMt.v’s Cioycriimciit. the wbrds 

u^ by General InoiiU when he said that the lionds of alliance which unite 
our two countries are solid and iinlireakahle. We have the same faith in 
Turkey ns we hoiic and lielieve Turkey has in us." 

(Rc|)catcd to Sofia. No. 495.) 


IR 8223/816/MI No. 90. 

Sir .M. Palairet to Viscount llali/a.r.—([irceired .\orember 5.) 

(No. 1072.) 

'‘'“'ra'vV ■ , 1 -r > dMsn,.. .Vorsmier 4. 1940. 

‘ r Atnhassador. who was a |x>r8onnl friend of 

Ataturk. and find that he disapproves of the attitude of his Government (in which 
To «« ns I do. He exmsiders ihey should give 

all aid (including despatch of troops) to Greece, who, he says, is fighting 

mistaken and roiisurers that now is the moment to strike, when Gerniaiiv obviously 
18 hesitating to start a south-eastern cnnipaign. To wait until spring' is playing 
Germany s game, and she may have induced Bulgaria to remain quiet just merely 
in order to ensure that Turkey does not move now. ^ 

„ ■.? I J him to press on his Goyernmont, must f ? group 

omitted ; not], of course, be disclosed to them by us, but are they not sound?" Has 
not 1 urkey, as well as we, everything to gain by an immediate 'declaration of war 
upon Ita V. or at any rate by suiniorl of Greece by every means in her imwer? 
Or IS It the I ? Russian] bogy winch still deters her? 1 heard that the Greek 
there*''*''friendly reception at Ministry for Foreign Allnirs 

1 ^“P' ‘’f I^lecane-se comes to lie settled it will lie remem- 

liored that (.recce trok up the challenge without hesitation, though unprovideil 
with help so liberally bestowed on Turkey, who now chooses to slip out of her 
engagements and to fight only with words. ' 

4 I notice that Turkey's supine attitude is proclaimed by Italian press as a 
dehnite set-back for us. ' 

(Repealed to Angora and Headquarters, Middle Fast,) 


[22698] 








IR 8202/242/M] No. 01. 

Sir II. Knalchbull-lluijessrn to Vitcount llalifaa-.—(Receited November 6.) 
(No. U35.) 

(TcleKrajihio.) .1 ngora, Nocember 0, 1940. 

YOUR lelcgnuii No. 1174 and your telegram No. 735 to Moscow. 

I tjiink my telegram No. 1415 f 1 supplic.s the J answer to your request for my 
comments on Slo.scow telegram No. 038. 

2. As regards paragraph 3 of your telegram to .\IosMw, it would np|X‘nr to 
me that article 29 of Montreux Convention (jives the Soviet (iovernment the 
necessary (lower to raise questions connected with the Straits. If your (iroixwed 
statement goes lieyond what is intended by article 29. I feel convinced that the 
Turkish (jovernmeiit would not entertain u. Nor would it lie of much use to the 
Soviet (iovernment utiles.s the Turkish (iovernment were committed. 

3. It might (>erha|)s lie ixissihle to propose to the Turkish (Jovernmeiit some 
common understanding that the five-year (leriod provided for in article 29 shall lie 
revised in ctiiisequeiia' of the existing circumstanres and that the article shall he 
regarded as applicable to any conference held at the end of the war. But this 
might entail difticulty if consent of all signatories were nei-essary. 

4. I could certainly broach the subject generally with the Minister for 
Foreign .Iflairs, but. in view of my telegram No. 1415, I hardly think that we 
should get aiivtliing out of him, 

5. I think Turkish feeling is ns descrilictl in paragraph 1 of your telegram. 
Thev regard Uiissia as much too frightened of (lemiany to cut any tics with 
Turkov, [gniu|i undeey|ilicrable J would Ixi likely to check (lermany, and ns much 
too suspicious of (Jermany to (ilace any faith in (Jerinnn offers. 

(Re|H‘nted to Moscow.) 


[R 8202/242/Ml No. 92. 

Viscount lliili/u.r to Sir II. Kniitclihull-llugrssrii (.ingorn). 

(No. I19H.) 

(Telegrn|ihic.) h'oreinn tiffire, Noremberl, 1940. 

MOSCOW telegrams Nos. U,')0 and 9U0 [of 3ril Novcmlier; Suggestion that 
Turkisli (iovernmoiit should make an offer to the Soviet (Jovernmeiit in regard to 
Straits in return for an undertakitig by the Soviet (Iovernment iti regard to the 
llnmilie mouths]. 

I am tintiirally anxious to take ndvnntago of any opimrtunity of furthering 
an improvenieiit iii Turco-Soviet relations. And Turkish (Iovernment will lie liest 
judges of how to further their interests in this matter, which are also ours. At 
the sntiie time I sec the following objections to the (iroposal in Moscow telegram 
No. 9(lt) 

(«) It de|X‘nds on the sup|X)sitioii that the Soviet (Iovernment will obtain 
comiilcte control of the mouths of the llanulH!, which, in fact, seems 
unliKely. 

(b) lvv(’ii if Soviet Union do obtain ixinlrol of the mouths of the Danube it 

would still lx? (Missible for (iermany to assemble submarines at 
Constantsa. 

(c) Your telegram No. 1415, just received owing to delay in decyphering. 

suggests that Turks are instinctively averse from raising at this 
moment the delicate question of the Straits, and I share their a(i|irc- 
liensions. Under the present proposal Turkey would Ixi offering a 
substantial concession to the Soviet Union, which could only lie justified 
if she were certain of obtaining a corresponding advantage. I am not 
at all sure that this would lie the case, since I still doubt whether any 
offer alxmt the Straits is really likely, at the present moment, to affect 
the attitude of the Soviet Union (see |iarngra|ih 1 of my telegram 
No. 735) [of 2nd Novemlx'r], 

2. The foregoing represents my preliminary views. Admiralty comments 
on the implications of the proixisal will be telegraphed as sain ns ixissible. 

(Ueix-ated to Moscxiw, No. 753, and Commander-in-chief. Mediterranean, 
No. (13.) 


41 


99 


[R 8200/816/M] No. 93. 

Viscount Halifax to Sir II. Knatehbull-llugessen {.4 ngora). 


Foreign Office, Nocember 7, 1940. 
telegram No. 1078 [of the 5th November: Withdrawal of (Jreck 
Bulgarian frontiert 
I am not preparetl to press the Turkish Government further in regard to 
their making a public declaration addrc.sscd to Bulgaria. You should, however, 
communicate the gist of Athens telegram No. 1078 to the Turkish Government 
and call their attention to the fact that the Greek President of the Council would 
remove one more division from the Bulgarian frontier if the Turkish Government 
made the declaration. 

(Repeated to Athens. No. 880. and M.E.I.C., No. 83.) 


(No. 1205.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

ATHENS 
divisions from 


[R 6920/17/M] No. !M. 

Sir H. KnatchbuH-Hugessen to Viscount Halifax.—{Receirril Norrmber 12.) 
(No. 1405.) 

(Tcle({ruphic.) ..( ngora, November 10. 1940. 

FOUTNIGIITl.Y rciiort. 

Italian aggression against Gri'ece universally condemned by ibe Government, 
the people and the press Greek resistance is admired. Tribute is (laid to 
fighting qualities of the Greek troops. .Vnti-Axis attitude of Turkey and the 
mobilisation of Turkish forces mainly o;i Euro|x?an frontier considered as having 
restrainini; effect on the Axis and Bulgaria and as indirect hell) I® Greece. 

Prcsidenl’s 8[)eech at the opening of the Graiiti National Assemlily a|iiiroved. 
In some Turkish quarters it is not copsideretl aggressive enough. All picnsed 
at affirmation stated of bonds of alliance with Ills Majesty’s Govermneiit and a 
reference to the return of friendly relations with U.S.S.R, 

Reception at Soviet Embassy on tlie anniversary of the Soviet revolution 
thronged with leading Turks ns innni festal ion of cordiality. 

Census revealed po|nilntion almost 18 million. This is' U million more than 
in 1935. 

Anniversary of Turkish Republic celebration 29th Octolxjr, armv and air 
fori* warmly applauded. Popular party organised all celebrations and stressed 
(tositive vigorous Republican regime in romparison with elletc rule of tjie Sultans. 

General Wavell s gomlwill message to Turkish Allies on the occasion of the 
anniversary was given wide publicity. 

General Arthur Smith. Dc|nity Chief of the General Staff, Forces, Middle 
East, visited Turkey at the invitation of the Turkish Government. He was 

P resent at the anniversary celebrations and was rt'ceivwl in nudienre by the 
'resident of the Republic. He made tour of part of Turkey to sec the Turkish 
troops and defenie disimsiiions. 

Private coal-fields in Ercgli are to lx> acquired by State and a Bill for 
workmen’s insurance is to be presented to the Assembly. 


[R 8880/316/M] No. 95. 

Sir II. KnatchbuH-Hugessen to Viscount Halifax.—{Received November ’22.) 
(No. 1539. Secret.) 

(Tologrn|>hic.) ,4 ngora, November‘21. 1049. 

MY telegram No. 1508. 

Turkish Government are clearly disturixxl at King Boris’s visit to Germany, 
and ca|)ccially at the secrecy with which it was surrounded. 

2. I think it probable that they may (iress somewhat insistently for informa¬ 
tion as to what took place and as U) Bulgarian policy. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs tolls me that Turkish .Minister has so far onl’v succeeded in obtaining 
from Bulgarian Minister for Foreign Affairs vague assurantes of Bulgarin’s 
[22698] „ ‘2 
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(Icairo 1(1 keep out of the war. lait no roferciK’o to visit. In siieaking to MiniaWr 
for Foreign Affairs. I purposely avoided idluding to fwfia telegram No, 822. 

3. Meattwhile. it was decided, at a Cabinet meeting here yesterday, to 
declare martial law within the next few days in the whole of Thraei;. Istanbul 
and Izmit, the Hasphorns and Dardanellc.s district. Necessary administrative 
details arc tieing worked out. In addition, evacuation from Istaidml of super- 
Ihions inhabitants will he lH‘gun and demolition of superfluous houses in such a 
manner ns to reduce the danger of fires spreading. 

4. Minister for Foreign Affairs remarked that Turkey might not lie at war 
until the spiring, hut it was wise to take all precautions now, 

f). Minister for Foreign Affairs also informs me confidentially of very 
satisfactory audience of Turkish Ambassador in Belgiiide with Prince llegcnt 
(sec Helgriide telegram No. 053). during which the Priiice had given every sign 
of firmness and desire to co-operate witli Turkey. Turkish (iovernment are 
following this up and will rcs|)ond. They will instruct their ambassador to seek 
an audience to uphold similar as.suranccs. My impri'ssion is that this may 
develop into staff conversations. 

(I. I said no moi-e than that onr information from Delgrado indicated an 
increasing degrixi of determination on the part of Yugoslavia. .Minister for 
Foreign Affairs agreed. I then remarked that, if Turco-Yugoslav co-o|)oralion 
ixtuhl lie devolo|)e(l. this should have a healthy effect on Ilulgaria and that it 
might lie isissihle to exercise pres-sure on that country. He agreed and I gathered 
that he alreadv had this in mind. 

(Ilcpeateii to Athens, Sofia and Belgrade.) 


•IR 5897 4,71 No. Iltl, 

Viscount lliili/a.c to llis Miijcsti/'s llriiri'sciitdtives iit Ainjorn (iVu. 129(1) itnd 
llchjnidr (,Vo. 742). 

(Telwraphic.) Forciijn Office, Sorember 22. 1940. 

MY telegram No. 1250, 717 Jof 17th Novcmlior: Proposal, based on a 
iiersoniil suggestion of the Turkish .\mhnssador in London, that 'I’urkey and 
Vugoslavia should make joint representations to Bulgarin, j 

King Boris's visit to Hitlci—whatever may have actually pas.scd at 
Berchtesgaden—sliows the degree of pressure to which Bulgaria is now Iwing 
subjocteil by liermauv. Instructions liavc already tieen sent to Angora with a 
view to inducing the 1’nrkish (iovernment to make’n public dwdnration addressed 
to Bulgarin, or. failing that, to explain onre again aim immediately in the clearest 
terms to the Bulgarian (iovernment their iiitcntions should Bulgaria lend herself 
to Axis designs. 

2. Should, however, the Turkish Uovernment lie prepared to take this 
action, it is by no means certain that alone it will have the effect we desire. Some 
further notification to Bulgarin seems iieoci<,sary. and the present np|)cars likely 
to lie the last opixirtunity wo shall lie offered; even now wo may lie too late. 

3. I am favourably impressed by the suggestion of the Turkish .•\mbn.ssador 
contained in my telegium under reference, ami I slinll nccordinglv tie glad if you 
will suggest to the (iovernnienl (o which you are accredited that (hey should 
immediately concert with the Yiigoslnv/Tiirkish fiovernment with a view to 
taking the following steps ;— 

The Turkish and Yugoslav (lovernments together should at oiiie notify 
the Bulgarian (iovernment that they are under the necessity of guarding 
their own vital interests. One of those intcresls is to ensure that Bulgarian 
territory is not made use of by Cierman armed foixes for (bo prosecution of 
(icrniah military aims. They are aware that the Bulgarian (iovernment 
have frequently stated tliiit it is their object to maintniii and even to defend 
their neutralitv. and King Boris in a recent s|ieei4i echoed these sentiments. 
Nevertheless, they are also aware of the danger to which Bulgarin is exposed 
as a result of the (iernmn occu])ation of Roiinianin. amj[ they think it only 
right to explain to the Bulgarinti (iovernment that. sIkThUI use lie made of 
Buignrinn territory by (iermnn armed forees with the olijcet cither of 
attacking (irecce of thfeateniiig Turkey or Yugoslavia, thev, (he Turkish and 
STiposlav (lovernments, will feel obliged to take immediate and forcible 
actum to defend their interests. 
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4. If the Turkish and Yugoslav (iovernments can lie brought to agree to 
inuke a joint communication to the Bulgarian (iuveriinient on the lines 
suggested in the prcieding paragraph, it would lie desirable tliat thev should also 
agiee toque furtlier step. 1 would suggest that they should couple tlie foregoing 
notification with another to the following effect:— 

That while under the necessity of making this notification in common 
fairness to Bulgaria, they would suggest that the Bulgarian (iovernment, if 
they feel themselves llireateneil by the (iermans. or anticipate demands by 
(iermany for the passage of troops and oectipntion of Bulgarian territory, 
should at onie concert with the 'lurkish and Vugoslav (iovurnincnts with a 
view to the three countries taking common actum to op|>usc any German 
advunie. amt to defend the integrity and inde|)endem'e of the Balkan 
Peninsula against aggression, llis Majesty's (iovernment would lie ready, 
if desired, to join in this i/rmiirchc, and to coni’ert. if ncx'cssary, measures in 
common with the tliiee Balkan Powers. The Bulgarian (iovernment might 
also 1)0 naked, as an earnest of their good intentions, to alistnin from any 
measure of mobilisation except in consultation with Turkey and Yugoslavia, 
who would in return prcsutnably lie asked to give similar iissuramea to 
Bulgaria. 

5. It may lie that neither the Yugoslav nor the Turkish Government would 
1)C prepared to go as far as is siiggestecr iti the preceding paragranh, and it is for 
this reason tlint I should not wish the two halves of my pro|Misal to Ih‘ regarded 
os an indivisible whole. The first step is, iti my opini'oti, the essential one; the 
second, though desirable, is not essential. 

8. In initting forward these nroixisals to the Govcrnnienl to which you are 
acoredited you should [mint out that His Majesty's Government have already 
done all they can themselves to keep Bulgarin oh the right path : their owii 
[lowers of suasion are, however, limited, and in present eircunistamos they fcol 
that the proposals now [iiit forward arc the only ones which may poscsil'ily Is' 
effective. Speed is of the utmost im|>urtance. since it ap|icai's that Bulgaria is 
at this nioiiient considering her future policy in the light of the King Boris Hiller 
mcHiting. 

7. The aliove was drafted lieforc the receipt of Angora telegram No. 1539, 
but the last imragruph of that telegram suggests that the mind of the Turkish 
Government may well Ik- moving in the same direction as our own. 

(He])cnted to Sofia. No. 530; .Vthens, No. 98ti; and Moscow, No. 808.) 


[R 8426/816/44] No. 97. 

Sir II. KnatchbuU-Huijessrn to Viscount lliiHliix.—(lieeeirril Norrmber 23.) 
(No. 1552.) 

(Telegraphic.) .4 tigor/i, Norrmber 22, 1940. 

YOUR telegram No. 1288. 

1. 1 saw Minister for Foreign .Yffairs without delay. He asked me to re])ly 
that the Isist form of dc'chiration was alxiiit to lie made, namely, martial law, as 
re()orted in my telegram No. 1530. This was to lie unnoiinced in the National 
Assemlily this" afternoon. Measures were also alKiiit to lie taken to cvacimte 
universities, schools, &c.. from Istanbul into .Vnatolia. I urged that the fullest 
[lossible unnouncement of these measures should lie made witli the least [xissiblu 
delay. 

2. Minister for Foreign .Vffairs thought that in face of the above facts a 
declaration would have no effect, Germaus could contradict or cx|)lnin away a 
declaration, but not actual nicnsurca now introdiuxid. 

3. I think that there- is fonxi in his argument. However. I urged him ns 
strongly ns [lOssible to s|ieak again to the Bulgarian Government ns desired in 
|)arngrn|)h 3 of your telegram, lie again pointed to the action taken os indicated 
In pnragm|)h L and argued that anything further would lie iiieffeetive or directly 
offensive to the Bulgarian Govornment. He told me that the Turkish Minister 
had vestorday seen Bulgarian MiiiisU'r for Foreign Affairs on instruct ions, 
and find enquired what had piussed during King Boris's visit and why such 
secrecy had lieen maintained, lie had reieived re-assiiring reply. 

[22898] It 3 








4. Minister for Foreign Afinira cxprensed the conviction that the 
BiiIgnrinnH' one desire wns to remain neutral. He entirely agreed with me that 
it wns most im[>ortnnt to prevent Bnlgarinns from joining Tripartite Pact, 
though he wns inclined to discoiint the oifects of her doing so. But I. however, 
iim afraid that [group omitted: 1 I wns] (piite unnhic to get more out of him 
than is reported nlx>ve. 

(Repeated to Sofia.) 


fR 8880/816/M] No. 98. 

Sir II. KnntchbiiU-lluijessen fo VircounI llalifar.~(Receii!ed \orember 23.) 
(No. 1556.) 

(Telegraphic.) .4 nriorn. Norembrr 22. 1640. 

MY telegram No. 1539, paragraphs 5 and 0. 

1. Minister for Foreign AlTnirs gave me to-day further details of instruc¬ 
tions sent to the Turkish Amhnssador at Belgrade. 

2. In addition to rcciprocnling sentiments already e.xpressed ns regards 
Turkey hy Prince Paul, anibn.ssador was to suite Turkish attitude, viz., if 
Bulgaria attacked. Turkey would fight, and if Germany attacked through 
Bulgaria, Turkey would equally go to war [group undccyphernble]. Ambassatlor 
wns to enquire views of ihe Vilgiwlav Government on tins. 

3. I asked whether his F.xcellency had envisaged iiossibility of joint or 
identic Turkish and Yugoslav demiirchr at Sofia, and liis l Acelloncy replied that 
he thought Yugoslavia was much too scared to come so far out into the open. 

(Rejieuted to Belgrade, Bolin and Athens.) 


[R 8727/17/Ml No. 90. 

Sir II. Kniitc/ibitll-llugessrn to Viscount llalifuje.—(Received Norember 24.) 
(No. 1560.) 

(Telegraphic.) Anoora, November‘12, 1940. 

FORTNIGHTLY rei>ort. 

Allied aucre.sse8 in GrnH.' 0 -Ilnlinn war rontinue to arouse greatest 
enlhusiasm. llnlinns are despised and derided. Altitude of Government is one 
of non-lielligerency and readiness to nfiord Greeks all (lossible facilities while 
I group undecvpherahlc] Bulgaria against [group uiidecyphcrahlc] attack hy 
latter and/or (iermanv. 

2. [Two groups undccyplicrohlo]s visit to Berlin has caused concern, 
espcciallv after President's reference to Russo-Turkish relations in Parliament 
on Ist November, which is thought to have liecn over-optimistic. Government 
aie ntteulively awaiting next Gernian movement and are determined to resist 
pressure and refuse concessions over the Straits. Speaking generally, tendency 
IS towards increasing firmness. 

3. Telegrams were exchanged between Turkish and British Prime Ministers 
on the occasion of Ghamberlain's death. 

4. Black-out regulations have been enforced in towns and important villages 
from Isl November. 

5. Sale of petrol for private cars is being restrietctl in order to conserve 
supplies. A numlier of train services have Iwen sus|>cndcd. In view of world 
situation, measures are lieing taken to put country in a state of preparedness ^r 
any eventuality. 

6. Minister for Communicalions has resigned for liealtli reasons. 

7. German Ambassador expected back 22nd November. 
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[R 8884/4/7] No. 100. 

Sir II. Knatchbull-Huges.sen to Viscount Halifai.—(Received November 24.) 
(No. 1680.) 

(Telegraphic.) Angora, November 23. 1040. 

ATHKNS telegram No. 1187. 

As regards paragraph 3. my Greek (ollcague tells me that he saw the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs on 23rd November and urged that a formal statement should 
1)0 made to the Bulgarian Government. The Alinistcr for Foreign Affairs took 
the same line ns that shown in my telegram No, 1552. However, he eventually 
agreed to send for the Bulgarian Minister and explain to him in a friendly 
manner that, though martiallnw, &c., wns to be explaineil hy the Turkish anxiety 
at recent developments, |ie remained convinced that Bulgarin had no intention to 
make any move by herself, anil that the Turkish precautions were really taken 
with a view to |)ossiblo German action. 

2. Greek Ambassador also, in course of convei-sation, raised the question of 
the Turkish attitude to |)ossiblu developments, and in particular to a German 
advance throimh Bulgarin agniusl Greece without threatening Turkey. The 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, who evinced surprise that the Greek .Vmhnssador 
wns not informed on this point, replied that it had lieen covered in his conversation 
with Great Britain and tnut the only |)oint which had nut liecn covered wns that 
of a (iennan advance through Yugoslavia. The Turkish Government were 
studying this point, but they did not think such a development likely. 

3. As regards advance through Bulgarin. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
expressed the view that (.iermany could nut advanc'c to Salonicn anil leave the 
whole Turkish army intact to threaten her left flank. She would have to attack 
Turkey also. 

4. My Greek colleague considered the .Minister for Foreign Affairs’ reply 
ns reassuring. 

(Repented to Athens. Sofia and Belgrade.) 


[R 8598/4/7] No. 101. 

Sir II. K'lntclibidl-llugessen to Viscount llali/acc.—(Received November 24.) 
(No. 1583.) 

(Tolegrapnie.) .Inaora, Norember 23. 1940. 

YOUR telegram No. 1290. 

1 saw the Minister for Foreign Affairs and scci’ctary-gencral ns soon us 
possible and gave them orally commiinicalion in the sense of your telegram. 

2. Minister for Foi-eigu .Yffairs told me he had now altered his clecision 
re|)orlod in my telegram No. 1580, and intended to address a communication to 
the Bulgarian Government through the Turkish Minister at .Sofia. He read mo 
his rougli draft, which had still to lie submitted to the Prime Minister. Briefly, 
his drnfl, while maintaining the friendliest references to Bulgaria, expressing 
confidence that Bulgarin would 8|)ontaneously undertake no hostile nctioii. 
expressed the opinion that the Bulgarian political orientation was different (i.e., 
opposite),from that of Turkey. Turkey was watching dcvclupnients verv closelv. 
and was c-onscious of danger that event’s might occur which would place 'Bulgaria 
and Turkey in opposite camps. Turkish (lovornment hoped that this would not 
oceiir. 

3. Alxive [ ? is the] general outline of the proposed ceniniunicetioii. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs descrilied it ns an ultimatum wrnp|)cd up in a love 
letter. 

4. Returning to proposals in your telegram. Minister for Foreign .MTnirs 
said that matters had not advamecl so far with the Yugoslav Government for 
the Turkish Government to concert such a joint communication with them 
Moreover, to follow such procedure would entail scrapping his proposed communi¬ 
cation outlined above. 1 agreed that, in view of the importance of not losing 
time, he should pixxecd with this ceinmunication, ami his Kxcellency agieed that 
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!,C ^ I'overnment expressed themselves to you ns rendy to eoncert with 

liirkish Cioveriinicnt ns suggested, Turkish (iovernment would lie rendy to 
exuniine flutters further. V\e agreed, however, that if his Kxcelleney went 
'I 'l”' 1 '•■ommuniettUon to Bulgarian (lovernment, it would be 

diiheult for him to address a further eommiiniention to them in the sense 
suggCTted in your telegram, and I suggested that in that case the best course 
would lie for lugoslavs to address a eommunieation to Bulgarian Government 
on lines resombliiiL' as closely as nossible those of pro|)osed Turkish communien- 
tioii. If ntiy further concerted 1 iireo-YugasInv communication hod to be made. 
It would lie more appropriate in the event of threats of German passage through 
Bulgaria than of Bulgarian adherence to a pact, I felt nliove suggestion was the 
one least likely to lose lime. On returning home I learned that the B B C had 
again nnnounred thiil Bulgarian President of the Gouneil was proteediiig to 
Berlin very shortly. I informed Minister for Foreign Affairs bv telephone and 
iirgctl the importance of speed. 

(I{e|)cntc<l to .Vlhens. ffelia and Belgrade.) 


[R 8147/818/M] Xo. 102. 

Sir It. Knatchbutl-llufjessen to Viscount lliili/(i.v.—{Receiced November 24.) 
(No. 1585.) 

(1 el^'raphic.) .4 npora. Aoremier 23. 1940. 

tjKK.MAX Ambassador returned on 23rd Noveinlier and has already seen 
secrutury-gencrnl and Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

2. 1o former be remarked tliat be returned ns “ the angel of peace." 
o. lo latler he adopteil suave lone and nivued, as on occasion of his last 
rcturii from Berlin, that Germany had no wish to quarrel with Turkey’s 
pri>Briti8li tone, but there were many things which Turkey could do in relation 
to (■erniany whicb were compatible with Anglo-Turkish Treaty, 

... , ■ *. L.I"]. ii". of the "new ' order in Furoiie. and urged that 

lurkey might tall in with it. .Minister for F'oreign .Vflaii-s remarked unit this 
new order involved German doiiiinatioii over a niimlier of countries which were 
that the new order only affected Germany 
and her .\llies and their iieighliourhood [me]. The im|iurlanl thing was lo ensure 
that when (.crmniiy dealt with her neighbours, latter should lie immune from 
ISritisli intluence. 

5. .-Vs regards Italian and Greek war. Minister for Foreign Affairs told 
me tliiii ho retained the impression that German attitude was that they would 
not intervene TO long ns Great Britain did not create a " land front ” in ’Greece • 
t.e., presumably so long us we did not make use of Gi-eece as a factor in the 
general war against German. 

U. Herr von I’apen's line seems in general to have lieen to foster Turkish 
neiitrulitv and to give all nec^iry assurnneea to German good intentions He 
has naked for audience with the President. 

^®r®'t]"/^''[nirs told me that the German Ambassador was 
greatl) taken nliack by the introduction of martial law in Turkey, and enquired 
the reason. 5 mister for Foreign .Affairs told him that there wus’more to c2me 
(Re|)cnted to .Athens, Sofia, Belgrade and Mcwcow.) 


[R 8426/816/Ml No. 103 , 

Viscount llnli/ur to Sir //. Knntchbull llugessen {Anqorn) 

(.No. 1310.) 

(lek-graphic ) ,roo r r . Office, November W. imv 

Turkey and YugS'avbrtcJ’lbiltarif]! ■’ep.'oaentalions by 

I agrre that in the circumstances the .Minister of Foreign Affairs should lose 
Government. P'’®1«'‘«'<I comtiuinicntion lo the Bulgarian 
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2. But I would urge that the Turkish demarche should not be merely limited 
lo a warning, but should iticludc an invitation on the lines suggested in my 
telegram No. 1200, lo the effect that the Bulgarian Government, if they feel 
themselves threatened by the Germans, or anttei|)ate demands by Germany for 
the passage of triropa and occupation of Bulgarian territory, should at once 
concert with the Turkish Government with a view to the two countries taking 
common action to op^sc any German advance, and to defend the integrity anil 
independence of the Balkan peninsula against aggression. 

3. Please suggest to 'lurkish Government that, ns soon ns decision to 
make proposed comniunication is reached, they should instruct their representa¬ 
tive at Belgrade to inform A ngoslnv Govcrnmenl, and at the same time, in comert 
with His Majesty's Representative at Belgrade, urge Yugoslav Government to 
make communication to Bulgarian Government on similar lines. 

(Rei)cnt«l to .Athens. Xo. 995; Sofia, No. 540; and Belgrade, No. 701.) 


FR 8598/4/7] No. liM. 

Sir //. KnatchbuU-lluijessen to Viscount Ualijux.—{Heceired November 27.) 
No. 1593.) 

lelugraphic.) Angora, Nurember '20, 1940. 

MY telegram No. 1583. paragraph 2. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs has promised me copy of the instructions as 
linally sent to Sofia. I will telegraph these as stxiii us possible. 

2. In the meantime, I asked his Kxrelleiicv tliis morning if he had bad any 
reply. He read me tel^ram from the Turkish Aiinisler at Sofia, who. on receiving 
bis instructions, had nret seen the secretarv-genernl ami then the President of 
the Council (the Minister for Foreign Affairs being laitl up). 

8. The secretary-general bad slated that Bulgaria's idea was not to lie 
drawn into war, and that therefore the Turkish suggestions were deserving of 
study. As Bulgaria was of the .same opinion as Turkey as to the desirabililv of 
Bulgaria not being drawn into war, the Minister for Foreign .Affairs would take 
the I'urkish suggestions into consideration, liecatisc Biilgana realised that, even 
ill the event of victory, the oiilry of a small Power into war in co-operntion willi a 
Great Power always involved loss. 

4. The Turk’iah Minister then saw the President of the Council, who 
stated that Bulgarin had no claim or animosity against Turkey, and desired to 
keep out of the war at all costa. The slight concentration of troops on the 
I hrucinii frontier was not really such, but had been neressinry to calm Bulgarian 
public ouiiiion. It was intended to reduce it in the winter, and a lieginning hail 
already tieen made. 

5. ’ The Turkish .Minister said that if Turkey ami Bulgarin cntercil into 
contact for the purpose of avoiding war in the’Bnlkaiis, while maintaining 
relations with their respective friends, gootl work would have l>een done The 
President of the Council agreed, and said he would discuss this with the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

9. The Turkish Minister asked the real imsitioii ns to the alleged forth 
TOming visit of the President of the Council to Berlin. The President of the 
Council replied that the Bulgarian Government had not lieen confronted with a 

isted ; but ns the (lositioii 
they were emit inning to 


German proposal, they only understood such n ilcsire ej 
of Bulgaria was not that of Hungarv or Roiimnnin, 
study the matter, and no decision had lieen taken. 
(Ropentetl to Athens, .Sofia and Belgrade.) 
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IR 8S98/4/VJ No. 105. 

Sir II. Kn/Uclibull llui/rssen to VUcount Ihili/iij.—(Rrceirrd S’orembrr ‘27.) 
(No. 1505.) 

(Telegraphic.) ,.| noorii, Norrmbrr '26. 1040. 

MY telegram No. 1503. 

Until I have seen (group iindeeypherahle] Minister for Foreign Affairs' 
instruelions to Turkish Minister in Sofia, I cannot tell whether or not they inchnle 
any concrete propasiU for .some Turco-Hiilgarian understanding to keep out of the 
war. Turkish Slinister's observations (my telegram under reference) tend to 
suggest some suggestion may have licen made. 

2. I therefore remarked to the Minister for Foreign Affairs that f trusted 
no understanding would lie come to lictween Turkey and Bulgaria which might 
hamper Turkish freedom to go to war in ca.se of heed. 11 is Kxcellcnev replied 
ho was convinced timi Bulgaria would never hind licrsclf to anv siicli under- 
slanding, and that Oermanv would not allow her to do .so. 

(Repeated to .Mliens, flelgradc and Sofia.) 


(R 8S98/4 71 No. 100. 

Sir II. Kiiiitclibull lluijefsrii to llnli/nr.—(llecrirril Sorrmhrr‘27.) 

(No. 1600.) 

(Telegraphic.) Angnrn, fiorftnhrr‘26. 1040. 

I'Ol.LOWlNli is translation of instructions sent to Turkish Minister at 
Sofia:— 

1. The following three points are to be raised with M. I’opofT: 
(a) significance of the c.xtraordinary defence measures taken hv the Turkish 
(jovernment; (6) ohjccl of I’aiien's statements to the Turkish ^Iini8’ter for F'oivign 
.Vffairs; (c) altitude to lie adopted by Turkov and Bulgaria towards danger of war 
in the Balkans. 

2. These three iKiints are to Iw resiiectively developed ns follows: (a) sjiecial 
mea.sures taken by Turkish (iovernment are in no way aimed at Bulgarin. Though 
convinced that the Bulgarian (.Iovernment entertain no suspicions concerning their 
attitude, Turkish (iovernment are nevertheless prepared to furnish every 
assurance in this conne,\ion. War is approaching the Balkans more and moi^ 
swiftly, and the measures in question are designetl to provide for any oventiinlitv. 
I•;8tab(i8hment of a (Ireat Tower in the Balkans wouhl create from lioints of view 
of inde|)cndent and future Balkan States disquieting situation to which Govern¬ 
ments concerned cannot i-emain iudifTerent (" maniuier d'eti-e sensibles "). 

(b) The following is a summary of interview Wtween Turkish Minister for 
Foreign .-VlTairs and (ierinan -Vmlmssador. 

German Ambassador stated that Germanv would remain indifferent to 
Italian-Greek war so long as British troops did not create a front in the Balkans 
.\fter speaking at length on Germany's pro|)osed " new order," German 
Ambassador assured Minister for Foreign .-Vlfairs that Germany had no demands 
on Turkey im-ompatible with friendly alliances. Only cause of complaint rclatetl 
to anti.(ierinan campaign in Turkish press; German Government desired latter 
should restrict itself to reasonable criticism. Should this pro|x>sal lie favouriiblv 
received, Gormiuiy and her allies were prepared to furnish every assurance to 
1 urkey. 

In resjiect of point (c) Turkish Government consider a resemblance exists 
laitween situations of Turkey and Bulgaria, lielations of the two countries 
appear to have taken different dira'tions owing to fcxigencics of] their rosiici'tive 
geogrn|)hicnl situations, nevertheless neither wishes to enter the war If 
Bulgarian Government share this view prevention of extension of war in Balkans 
and safeguard of indeiiendence and security of two neighlxniring countries 
es.sontially dc|H>ndson an atmosphere of conliilehcc and improved mutual relations 
If, on the other hand, either country were involveil in war in any wav there could 
Is- no doubt that the other would inevitably, wliellier it wished'nr not 
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3. Finally [ f group omitted : it] arises whether [ f group omitted ; there] 
is any possibility of discovery of (group undeevpherablej siiecifie (“ particiilibre ") 
and parallel policy for the two countries which, while enabling them to maintain 
their prudent attitude and leanings (in French " sympathies ") of their higher 
policy, would f ? group omitted : enable] them to avoid being involveil in war. 

4. Turkish Government would be glad to learn views of Bulgarian Govern¬ 
ment on this subject. 

(Repented to Athens, Belgrade and Sofia.) 


[R 862a/2101/M] No. 107. 

Sir H. KnatchbuU-Uugessen to Vi.fcount llalilax. — (Recrired Norember 27.) 
(No. 608.) 

My Lord, .4 ngora, October 16, 1940. 

IN accordance with the suggestion made in your Isirilship's despatch No. 200 
of the 10th j^ril regarding on exchange of visits with the (Ivcumenicnl Patriarch 
in Istanbul, I have the honour to inform your Ixirdship that, on the 14th October, 
accompanied by my wife, I |xiid an informal visit to His All-Holiness, whiili 
was returned the same day. 

2. Having previously asi'ertained by verbal communication from the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs that the Turkish Government would apparently 
raise no objection to the proposed exchange of visits. I asked .\rchdeacou Oaklev, 
chaplain at the embassy, to make arrangements for me to call on the I’atriarcli. 
These were duly completed and I was received informally by His .Ml-Holiness on 
the morning of the t4th October. It may be worth recording that, in accordance 
with the protocol of the Phanar, on my extending my hand to greet him, he took 
it in both of his and saluted me on the cheek. My wife, the archdeacon and a 
member of my staff who aexompanied mo were greeted in a similar manner but 
without the accolade. 

3. . After the usual formal expressions of politeness. His All-Holiness, whose 
remarks were interpreted by his chief dragoman, conversed with me on various 
unimportant matters. In tlie course of this conversation, however, he did find 
(icciision to remark that I had spent a long time in Turkey before paying him a 
visit but expressed satisfaction at my calling on him at the present moment. He 
also recalled the visit of Ilis Grace the Arcubishup of Ganterbury some eighteen 
months ago. During this conversation the customary rose jam "was hroiiglit in 
and offered to us. 

4. After some twenty-five minutes the conversation came to an end and we 
wore invited to inspect the throno-rooni of the Phanar, the cathedral wliiili 
contained several relies saved from St. Sophia, and the Treasure Chamber, where, 
in addition to a very fine collection of ikons and embroidered vestments. I 
was interested to see an illustrated Greek New Testament of the 13th centurv 
in n remarkably good state of preservation. Owing to his infirmitv, the Patriarcli 
did not accompany his visitors on this tour of inspection, whidi was made in 
company with the Grand Vicar, the Mctro|X)litan of Heliopolis and two younger 
priesU. In the course of conversation the Grand Vioar observed to me "that he 
hoped that we should win the war. I replied that truth and jiistiro were certninlv 
on the side of Groat Britain. 

6. ArrangemenU were made for His All-Holiness to |>ay a return visit the 
same afternoon, and I received him at 4 i>.m. in my study in the emba-ssy building 
at Istanbul, together with the Grand Vicar, the secretary to the Holy Synod and 
another priest. Encouraged by a glass of Madeira, His All-Holiness displayed 
more alacrity and vivacity and conversed on a number of topics. No subject of 
any ixilitical nature was touched on. After some thirty-Tive minutes tlie Patriarch 
took his leave 

8, I should like to place on record my gratitude to Archdeacon Oaklev for 
txmeerting arrangements for the visits with the secretary of the Holy .Synod, 
with wliom he has sutx'eeded in establishing excellent relntions. 

I have. ifce. 

(For the Anibassodor), 

JAME.S .MORGAN. 














IR 8697/316,44] No. 108. 

Sir II. Kniilehbull-llugrssrn to I'ii^count lliili/iu-.—(Rreeiceil Horrmbrr liO.) 
(No. 1012.) 

* ^ «(lora, S'orrmbrr 28. 1940. 

fUtvM aeiUcncc ol paragraph 2 of your telegram No. 1310. culling for an 
cstimiiio from me of the Turkish altilinlu. ° 

In recent tolegrams, Imck to my telegram No. 1380. I have rriHirtcd state- 
menia ninde lo me nv the Minister tor Foreign Affairs. Fii^sl four sentences of 
paragraph 2 I .' of that] telegram iiulieated Turkish attitude at the moment of 
Vff As reported suhsequcntly. the Minister for Foreign 

Anairs has conhrmed this lo me on more than one occasion. 

2. I and my .stall regarii it as i-ertain that Turkey would go to war (1) if 

lire^'c, (2) if liermany and Bulgaria'together attacked Greece 
amt (3) It cither Gernmny. Italy, Bulgaria or Russia attacked Turkey 
separately or together. 

3. there are, however, two other possibilities which require closer 
o.'taimnation, and on which we cannot e.ypress quite so definite an opinion These 

'lI'.Vl'AV®™”'" "" '‘‘."’“B*' B'llUoriu. Bulgaria remaining passiye, 

and (b) (■ermaii attack on Greece through Vugoslayia ^ * 

4. As lo («). I was gi-eiilly encouraged by the Minister for Foreign Affairs' 

leinark repor ed m my telegram No. 15511. 'I'his must iierlmps la- qualified by 
Ml (.ampticll s telegram No. 083. paragraph 2. and my telegram No 159(5 
although wheii 1 questioned the Minister for Foreign Affairs oil 26th November 
he was generally reassuring. I’aragraph 2 of my telegram No. 1580 is releyani, 
I'JI'f .•N'l'"?®®’'.!)!”'’ 'V*' 'vlioiu 1 have again discussed the point, seems 

I’!' however, another important point, namely, that in 
a recent conyeraat 1011 the IJepiity Chief of the 'rurkish General Stail said to 
Admiral Kelly that, if Gcriiiaiiy invaded Greece through Bulgaria while Bulgaria 
remaiiKH pa.ssivc, the 'J'lirks would ask Bulgaria for c.yplniiations ■' in terms 
pasiiibly lending lo a breach of the iieai'e." Ilienrd of this' shortly after rending 
rcjiorleii the Minister for Forcigii Aftuirs' i-onfirmn^ 

ofThi^ '^ut Acii ef O^^ ‘«'«snim No. 1386. As the etatement 

If V. -'i ^ ^ exactly c-orresiwnd with mv understandin!' 

of I be lurkish nttitiide, I went at onie to tlie .Minister for Fore'ign Affairs iiiiii 
said that I was furred to ask him to clear up the di.screpancv. The .Minister for 
I oreigii .Vffairs at once [group iindecyphcrablej Depiitv'Chief of Staff and 
A Ti* “wB"?"' I had i-epeated them to him in the form reported 

to you I he Minister for Foreign Affairs went on to explain that hirlnSeta 
ion of the Uopiity (.hiof of .Staff's remark was that difleront plans would Iw put 
1110 execution if Bulgaria attacked alone or if the Turks‘imd Tdral w b 
inct'ira."'' " nKgre,saivc. in the second defensive 

‘ nf.»nt>«f«vlory as I reuld expect, having in mind the 

j'tiijtet,!!' piobicms with which tJennany would bo confronted if she iltemniPil 
>f sbedii-cctly invaded Turkey it would lie extremely 

rulrif 'im '* • rontinuc, liowefer. to 

•, o'*!- the Turkish Goyernment's instructions to their Minister 

", I"’-' I®"*!) ■"'<i 'ho Bulgarian Goyeriiment'rreph fmi- 
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the Balkans out of the war. As to this, see my telegram No. 1505. My CjrecU 
colleague is also satisfied with these Turkish representations [ I submitted] to 
mem. It appears to me, however, that there exists in them an opening for 
nuignria to pro{>oi« an agreement with Turkey which would keep her out of the 
Ijcmmny might encourage this, and, if such an agreement were made, it 
might facilitate German descent through Yugoslavia [group undecvpherable] 
neutralising turkey. I will mention this to the Minister for Forergn Affairs 
again, and e.xpress my conviction that nothing will l>e iwioluded contrary to our 
I reatv. 

8. I can only add to the general considerations that Turkish public opinion 
and pirns np|>eara increasingly determined and at'customed to the idea that the 
war IS approaching them. It is also worth while remarking that Turkish public 
opinion {I.'*., the National party) would hardly tolci-nte a failure to follow 
ttrm'es hrilliant example. On the other side, it is perhaps only natural that 
a tioyernment which finds itself steadily approaching a possible war crisis shoiiUl 
hold Iwck and avoid finallv committing itself as long as possible. 

9. As regards the German threat to Givec-e via Yugoslavia, the Turkish 
position IS much lefw definite. My telegrams Nos. 1508 luul 1580 show the 
position, and conclusion to be drawn is that they regard this threat ns further 
away from themselves and hope it will remain *so. If it involves a threat lo 
Saloiuca. they would lie more likely to lx* impressed. 1 think the Minister for 
Foreiitii AlTiiirti liaK informed the Vugoalny (loveriiment of the nctioii taken by 
hini at Sofia (my telegram .No. 1600), lint he told me la.st iiiKht that he did not 
ex|>ect a reply. 

10. ConcltiBion from aliove is that (o) and (ft) must lie regarded as lairder- 
line cares. We think, as regards («), chances are alioiil 70 per cent, in favour. 
e8|)ecinlly if we can impress on the 'fnrks Ihe necessity, in their own interest, of 
going to war. In both cares I think it important to’ continue puttini' to them 
tile signihcance of onlontca. I'.vcn tio, an esrentiiil I'onaideralion with them will 
lie the ainoiint of support which we can give, 

-.1 'r j ^ observed that all that the [group iindeiwpliernblels denis 

with [ ? amhigiiousj cares, riicre remains the care of 'ITirkcv romiiiR in as pari 
of the planncl general war policy, with no siiecial direct reason fSr doinc' so 
Hus wojild dciiend on eiixaiinstanres which Imvc not vcl develoiied. There would 
lie an olcinent of ofTensiyc action in it, and evervl'liing would depend on our 
iioaition nnd |H)wer to encoiitage and siipiiort, In the present cirenmstnnres 1 
do not consider liirkey would iieree to any such proposal. 

,.™, !?■ •. ' ''ow®'®';,,from your'telegram No. 1311 that on balance you 

ixigaid It as preferable that lurkcy should not enter the war until we are I’lblc 
to give her more supjiort (materially prcsninably till the spritiK) f I If tliisl 
ainclusion is right it would amiear umlesirahle to press the 'I’lirkish (ioveriimciit 
too hill d on (loints («) and (fty I have followed this line so far, though, ns you 
will SCO, I have gone some distance in trying to clear up point («). f feel ii, is 
best not to be too insistent with diiwl questions on these two iioinis, partly 
iKKnnre to .lo so would lack confidenre. nnd partly iKxraure I ihonld altnos'l 
rertninly not get nny more definite answer then that I have already received 
It seems heller to nasiiiiic that all is well and to n.s.sist the Turkish Gorernment to 
mnyo slowly towards the right decision. I think that recent events show that ihA- 
aru doing this, hut when the moment comes we may have lo pre.s.s the Snlonica 
argument very hard. ' ...... ...omi.i 

la Meanwhile, Herr von Papen is doing nil he can to siircad the Iwlicf 
hat (.einmtiy wishes to ensure peare in the Balkans. Some of mv rolleaKues 
haie already told me that, through Herr von Papen's assurances, the Turkish 
(.overnmenl are alrrady much easier in their minds. But in view of the 'K rk sh 
preparations and of t5ie attitude adopted, I doubt whether this " imlit que de 
ehloroforme will be ellectivc. In any care, if we do not wish Tniiev to con e 
III till later, he is playing onr game for the lime being 

(Ro|>eatcd to Athens, Sofia and Belgrade.) 
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IR 8703/4/7] 

Sir //. KnatchbuH-Hugessen to Viscount Ilalifaa.—{Received November 30.) 
(No. 1017.) 

(*clegfopl'iL'.) Angora, November ‘20, 1840. 

lOUR tolegrnm No. 1310. though dntod llOlh November, did not reach me 
till the nftermxin of 28th Novemlior. In the meantime you will have had my 
telegram No, 1000 rejxirting demarche made by the Turkish Minister at ^fm on 
25th Novembor, and my telegram No. 1593 showed the reply of Bulgarian 
President to the Council. 

2. J have just seen the Minister for Foreign Affairs. I suggested that the 
demarche reined in ray telegram No. 1000 should tie followed up with another 
in the sense desired, and that the Yugoslav Governfaieiit should lie urged to follow 
suit. His Ivxielleucy replied that the Yugoslav Government had already refused 
to rM|)oiid to his earlier enquiries (my telegram No. 1597), and that he felt it 
would be of no use to approach them again. Ho had informed them of the 
iiistructioiis to the Turkish Minister nt Sofia (mv telegram No. 1600), but did 
not e.icpect n reply. 

3. As regards Bulgarin, he expressed the conviction that the Bulgarian 
(lovernment would never go so fur, from fear of nniioving Gernmiiv. He thought 
we must go much more gradually and that the Bulgarian Government, whoso 
intentions were good, wore hnndicapiied owing to fear of provoking Germany. 

4. He then told me that, since the Turkish Minister's conversations reporteii 
III my telegram No. 1593. minister Imd ticen sent for bv the Bulgarian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, although the latter was laid up. 'M. PoimR had said that 
he was ready to follow up the Turkish move, but that he must avoid "spoiling 
one thing while trying to attain another." i.e., he must at all costs avoid provoking 
(.■erninny. Nevertheless, he was sending for Biilgariun Minister nt Angora to 
report nod discuss the mutter, .Minister for Foreign Affairs considers that in 
the present circumstances this is an unexpectedly good sign. 

5. I took the opporiunitv again to meiition that I supposed that nnv 

nrrnngmiicnl reached with Bulgaria would not hnni|)er the oiieration of the 
Anglo- riirkish .Vllinme (see paragraph 7 of mv telegram No. 1612). Minister for 
I'oreign Alfiurs said this could certainly not ocour: Turkev was fltied] bv the 
.\lliance. Bulgaria had no ties. Any inpprocliement with hulgarin would bring 
I nut country nearer to us. ^ 

(Repeated to Athens. Sofia and Belgrade.) 


LR 8398/4/71 


No. no. 


Viscoiiitt llitiifiur to Sir II. Khatchbull-IIuormten {Au^orn), 

(No. 1385.) 

(Teleg^phic) „ „ . ^ , f''oreign Office, December \, IMQ. 

,, , »No. 1600 [of'27th November : Turkish communication to the 
Jjulgurian CiovernmcntJ. 

I am not impressotl by the Turkish coiumunication, in which 1 can see no 
!l"t^ x; referred to in paragraph 3 of your telegram No. 1583 fof 

24th Nov^inwr] unless it lie the last sentence of paragraph 2 of vour telegram 
under reference; and the only inference I ^an draw from the phrase quoted in 
paragraph 3 of your telegram under reference regarding the maintenance by 
lurkev^and Bulgaria of the prudent attitude and leanings of their higher 
policy 18 that Bulgaria would lie free, ns fur ns Turkey is concerned, to join the 
Tripartite Pact as long as that did not nctunllv involve her in the wai On this 
fwiiit see my telegram to .Sofia, No. 558. You should infonn Turkish (Jovernment 
of these instructions. 

(ltc|)ented to Sofia. No. 557; Athens. No. 1034; and lielgrade. No. 708.) 
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No. 111. 

ANGLO-TURKISH FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
OF DECEMBER 2, 1940. 


C<»STKSTB. 

1. Accord cle I’aiuriu'ot cnlro la UouverncmcDl dii Itoynumo-UDi ot le 

Qouvemoment do !» K^publique Tnrquo. 

2. ProUiooIo. 

3. Exchnngc of Note* rvgonling PremSutni. 

4 . Rxchango of 4Jo!ot regordiog Fioftncixl nnd Commorcin! FwilUjet. 


No. 1. 

ACCORD OB PAIKMKNT KNTRK I.K (10i:VKRNKMENT DU ROYAUME- 
UNI ET LE GOUVERNEMENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE TURQUK. 

r* y’-'^ouvernement do Sn Majesld' Britannique dans le Roynumc-Uni de 
Ornnde-Brotagno et do I Jrlandc du Nord ct le (louvernement do la R*^publiquo 
lurquo desireux de faciliter dans la plus large mesure possible les pniements 
commorciaux ct cxtra-commerciaux entre les deux pays ont convcnii cc qui suit: 

Auticlb V. 

La ^tiqiie Lenlralc do la Ri^publique do Turquio ouvrira un “ Siiecial 
A^unt aupr^ do la Banquo d’Anglcter" La Banque Cenlrale de la 
ivcpubliquo de lurquic et toutes autres boiK ues et institutions on Tuixiuie 
pouvont. apres accord enti'o In Banque Centrafo ot la Banque d’Aiigletcrre ct 
onrcgistremont aupr^ do la Biuique d’Angleleri'e. ouvrir aussi des *' Special 
Accounts nupres des Imnqucs en Angletorrt*. Tout comple ouvori en vorlu do 
cot article sera ddnommi5 “ Turkish Sjiecial Account.'*- 

Ahticle 2. 

Tons versenients des iwrsonnes domicilicHw dans lo Sterling aa'u nux iKMaonni^s 
domicinwH en Turquio, a Toxception des montants prt^vus a rnrticle 4, seront 
vorHw aux Turkish Speidal Accounts.’* Les montants verst^ aux *’ Turkish 
bpeoial Aewunts soitmt utilises: 

pour des transferts h un autre " Turkish Special Account 
(6) pour des paiemonts ii n'iiuporle c|uollo fin, ii des iwreonnes domicili^es 
dans le Sterling aiva. 


Article 3. 

i ^nque Centralo do la Itepuhlique do Turquie niuintiondrn. durnnt la 
validity du pr6Mnt Accord, son coura d achat de la livre sterling h piastres 520 
^ur uutant qu une modification ne sera pas apportw k Londres au prix d’nchat 
do I or. 

Article 4. 

_ Us montants dovant otro pay^s (inr lo Gouvoriicnient tuin conforraiment au 
Guaranty Arrtingomcnt ’ du 27 mai 1938 et oonform^nonl aux urrangumeiits 
du 8 janvior 1940 contiiuieront 5 etre nSgl«!s suivant les stipulations dosdits 
arrangements. 

ISj memo les montants (iiii seront vorMis on Turquie el en Anizletorro 
wnformiSment it 1 Accord du 3 tdvrior 1940 seront ri5gli!s suivant les prescriptions 
dudit Accord. * 

Article 6. 

U present An-ord aura la memo dur#c do validili qiie cello de I’Accord de 
Commerce ot do Pniements du 3 fiivrior 1940. 

Fail en double oxomplaire en languc fnimjaiso k Ankara le deux d&cmbrc 
mil neuf cent quarante. 

n. M. KNATCIIBL'LL HHGESSEN. N. MENEMENCIOGLU. 
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(Contidciiticl.) 


No. 2. 

PKOTOCOLK AUDITIONNKL. 


Article 1". 

(«) I.—Tout puiemunt cn Stvrling cITecLuiS |mr lii “ United Kingdom. 
Conimcreial Corjioration ” pour le comptc dc la Turqiiic sera portd cii premier 
lieu h iin comptc ouvert uupr6s dc In Bnnque d’Angletcrre intitule " Central 
Bank of Turkey-United Kingdom Commercial Corporation Account," 

(«) II,—Ui.v pour cent (ie,s montanls viriSs k cc comptc scront transKriSe k 
nil lomptc intitule “Central Bank of Turkey Account No. 1." Lc soldo sera 
[Kirtit nil " Siiecial .Vccount ” de la Banqiie Centrale do la Rilpuliliquo de Turquie 
auprks do In Banqiic d'Angleterre oiivert (onformdnient k rarticle I" dc I’Accord 
de Pniement en date dc ce jour. 

(a) III.—Tons montants [xirtl's iiu " Compte No. 1 " scront convertibles en 
or par la Banque Centrale dc la It^pulili<|uc de Turquie. Get or sera mis k la 
lihro (lisijosition de la Banque Centrale <lc la lidpubliqiic de Turquie par la 
Bnnqucd'.kngiclerrc k Ottawa kun prixcnlciili! sur la valeur on dollars Etats-Unis 
de I’or k Ottawa _et lea dollars an tours moycn du dollar k Ixmdres an jour de 
I'aclint ct ixiurrn etre ^ventiicllement exnortii vers de tiers [lays. 

(Ii) An cas oil le total du soldc oca “ .S|)ecinl Accounts” de la Banque 
Centrale do In liiipuiiliquu de Turtpiic aiiprks de la Banque d'Angleterre 
ddpnsscrait, k un moment quclionqiie. £400,000, la difference sera virre k un 
compte intitule “ Central Bank of 1 iirkoy ;Vccount No. 2." 

(c) Tout montant portd mi “ Compte No. 2 ” sera convertible en or par la 
o'TlT la liepublique de 'Turquie mix londitions previies k-Talinea 

Pendant lea periodcs tieiinies k la fin du present niinen cet or sera garde k 
Ottawa et ne sera disimnible qiie pour In revente k la Banque d'Angleterre. Dans 
le cas oil le total ties soldes des loinptcs prevus k Talinen (ft) serait moins de 
£400,0OT. la dilTerence sera tombiec [var le produit dc In vente d'or du “ Compte 
No. 2." Iss prix dc Tor ninsi revendu sera calcuie selon les tondilions ci-dessus 
base sur lea tours du jour de revente, 

I.C “ Comptc No. 2 ” sera nrrete k la fin de clinqiin periotic dc qiiatre mois k 
imrtir du 4 dccemhrc 1940. I.'or sc trouvnnt an ciedit dc la Banque Centrale 
tic la Republique de Turquie an moment dc TarrSte du tonipte sera k la librc 
disposition dc cot insiitut. qiii imurrn evcntuellemcnt I'cxporter vers de tiers 
pays. 


Article 2. 

La Bampie Centrale tie la Uepubliquo de Turquie fotirnira les livres sterling 
neccasaircs an paiement ties mnrehandises imixirtees cn Turquie ilu Roynume-Uni 
et ties Territoiies inclus dans le Sterling Area jusqu'a concurrence tie la balance 
do ses "Siiecial Accounts,” .\ dtifaut d'linc di8|)onibilitd suffisantc nuxtiits 
comptea. la Banque Centrale do la Rdpubliquc tie Turquie so procurera les livres 
sterling ntScessaircs par line vente d'or ou de devises libres k la Banque 
d'Angleterre justpi'k concurrence tie la valeur dc Tor qui lui anrait <!td ctSdft, dans 
les tlou7.e mois paWdents, par la Banque tl'Anglctcrre par conversion dc la 
halante du “ Compte No. 2." 


Article 3. 

All cas d'uno modification ilaiis le prix oflicicl do Tor sur lc maiobft de 
I,a)ndrea. les avoirs figurant au enklit tics tomptes sii^iaux de la Banque Centrale 
seront ajusU's de manikre k s'accortler avet^ le nouveau prix oflioicl tie Tor. 


Article 4. 

Lc Uouverncment de Sa Majestft Britannique et le Gouvornemont Turo 
faciliteronl dans la plus grande mesuro Taclmt des prodiiits dc la Turquie par 
lea intdresstls britaeniques contre pniement cn Sterling et des produits 
britanniques pur les TntdrcssiSs tures contre iiaiement en livres turques. 
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Article 5. 

Le Gouvernemeut de Sa Majesty Britannique aecordcra totites les facilittls 
cn cc qui conceriic les licences d'exportations, le transport, assurances, &c., pour 
les achats effectufe par la Turquie dans le Sterling Area. 

I>e Gouvernement Turc nccortlera, de son cotA toiitcs les facility du mSmo 
ordre. 

Les modifications et adaptations ndeessaires seront faites dans TAccord du 
3 f^vrier 1040 pour r^Ienienter et pr&iiser les facility tiont il s'ngit. 

Article 6, 

La Banque Centrale de la Republique tie Turquie ponrrii dcmantler la 
conversion cn or du 23 pour cent des livres sterling libres detenues par les 
banques cn Turquie aupri» tic leurs tlifiercnts correspondants en Angleterrc k In 
date du 4 dilccmlirc 1040 ct du 23 pour cent aprks un deiai dc Irois mois. Cet or 
sera mis k la disposition de la Banque Centrale tic In Republique tie Turquie k 
Ottawa et pourra etre librement exporte vers dc tiers pays. Les soldes qui 
rcsteront nux comptes tie In Banque Centrale dc In Repiihlique dc Turquie 
scront virfts au “ Si>ccial Account " prevu k Turticle 1" de TAccord tie Paiement 
signe en dale do co jour. 

Article 7. 

Les modifications suivnntes scront npportees k TAccord do Commerce el de 
Pniements du 3 fevricr 1040 : 

1. Les achats quo TUnited Kingdom Commercial Corporation eflcclueru en 
Turquie, v compris ceux destines au Rovnumc-Uni, iiinsi que lea venlea cn 
Turquie tfo cet oiganismo restcroiit cn detioivi des dispositions do TAccord du 
3 fevrier 1940 et mront Tobjet d'un arrangement uliericur. 

2. Au cas oil les disponioilites du compte do comiiensntion pi-evu k Tnrticle 8 
do TAccord du 3 fevrier 1940 scraient insitffisantes pour le rkglement ties ordies 
de pniement de la Banque Centrale de la Republique do Turquie, In Banque 
Centrale alimentera letlit comptc, tinns la mesurc ties disponibilites de ses 
" Special Accounts.” 

De mime la Banque Centrale dc la Republique de Turquie aura la faculte 
de transferer k ses "Special Accounts” les disponibilites cxistant dans son 
compte do compensation. 

3. Les 20 pour cent des montanls inscrits an “General Account” suivant 
les stipulations de TArticle 8, alinea 2, do I'Aecord du 3 fevrier 1040 et mis k la 
iibre disposition de la Banque Centrale de la Republique de Turquie scront verses 
au " Compte No. 1,” pi-evu a Tnrticle 1", alinea (a) II, du present Protocole. 

Article 8. 

Les territoires qui, .outre le Royaume-Uni ct Tile dc Man, font pnrtie du 
Sterling Area sent les suivants, k I'exclusion toutefois du Canada, dc la Terre- 
Nouvo et du Hong-Kong; 

(a) Tous les Dominions; 

(ft) Toutes autres parties des territoires dc Sa Majeste Britannique on dehors 
des lies Britanniques; 

(o) Tous territoires k regard desquels un mandat a etd accepte par Sa 
Majeste au nom dela Societe des Nations el exerce par le Gouverne- 
nient de Sa Majeste dans le Royaume-Uni ou dans les Dominions; 

fd) Tous Protectorats Britanniques ou'Etats proteges; 

(«) L'Egypte, le Soudan Anglo-Egyptien et I'lrak. 

Article 0. 

Le present I’rotocole fait partie integrante de TAccord de Paiement signe en 
date de ce jour. 

Fait en double exemplnirc en langue fran^aise, k Ankara le deux decembre 
mil neuf cent quarante. 

H. M. KNATCHBULL-HUGESSEN. N. MENEMENCIOGLU. 


[ 22000 ] 










.1/. Numan Menrmenciotilu to Sir //. Knatrhbull-llutirgmi. 

M. I’Ambassadcur, Ankara te 2 dicemhrr HMn 

J AI rhoiincur de faire savoir k votrc l^xccllencc que Ic Gouvcrncmcnt Turc 
applique ailiiellemciil tin ri'gime de primes sur certaines operations dc change. 
<1 iranortation et d exportation dans scs rapfiorts avec I’Angleterre ° 

.Me referant & I’Article 0 du Protocole annexe Ji I'Accord de Paiement en date 
J® ™ «"'prc8se de vows confirmer qu’auciine modification no ser.a 
apportec ii w regime en co qiii concerne lo mohtant ct les destinations dcs primes 
qiiisontprincipalemeiitlessiiivants: 

II cst nciorde line prime dc 40 pour cent; 

^*^1 ‘I'*'' ®’' des ihglement.s en vigueur, ireurent 

etre aclietees (lar la Caissc d Amortissement; * 

§ Pour Ics liyres sterling provenant d’encaissemcnt de nolis; 

lour les hvrtffl sterling pi-ovenaiit d’une exportation vers le Sterling 
1 ) marehaiidisc d origine tiiroue ct donnnnt droit Ji une imtiortation■ 

,W Poi"; lef I'vres sterling verses nu “ General Account ” pievii ^ I'Artiele 8 
de 1 Ac-cord du 8 fevrier 1040. 

II est per^u: 

Une prime de 48 pour cent sur : 

Sterlmg^Vren'*^** sterling destinecs au paiement de mnrcliaiidises importees du 

(2) Lea livres sterling paydea en ihglcment de murchandisea importees du 
Royaume-Uni i-onformemeut h l Aix-ord du 3 fevrier 1040; 

Une prime de 41 ixair cent: 

Sur les livres sterling fournies en reglemcnt de nolis. 

Veuiller. agreer, iS-c. 

N. SIKNEMENCIOGLU. 


Sir //. Knatchbutl-fluyesten to M. Numan Mriiemenciotjlu. 

„ , . , nrilisb Embassu in Turkey, 

j . Ankara,le2dicembre IMO. 

t’AK la lettre en date de cc jour, votrc Excellence a bien voulu me faire 
connaitre te qui suit: 

“ d'“‘. I'honneur dc faire savoir it votre Excellence quo Ic Gouvernoment 


.1.. 1 ■-• n 1 /vccuru lie raiemeniB 

on date do ce jour, je m empresso de voiis confirmer qu’aucunc modification 
ne sera apportM a ce regime en ce qui concerne le niontant et les destinations 
des primes, qui sent principalemcnt les suivants : 

“ II est accords une prime de 40 pour cent: 

•• (1) Pour lee livres sterling q^ui, en vertu des rfeglemonts en vigueur. 
peuvont etre ucheUVs par la Cnisse (VAmortissement; 

• < ’‘y*"®* provenant d’eni-aissement dc nolis; 

(3) Pour les livres sterling provenant d’une exportation vers le 
sterling Area de marcliaudiso d ongine turquo ct donnnnt droit ii une 
importation; 

I.. • j®* ’’Y™® sterling vera^es nu ‘ G^nirol Account' pr4vu 4 

1 Article 8 de 1 Accord du 8 Kvrier 1940. ® 
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II est per^u : 

“ Une prime de 48 pour cent sur : 

(1) Les livres sterling destines au paiement de marebandises 
import^ du Sterling Area; 

(2) Les livres sterling payees en r^glcment dc marebandises importees 
du Koyaumc-Uni conform4ment ii I’Accord du 3 fevrier 1940; 

“ Une prime de 41 pour cent: 

" Sur Ics livres sterling fournies en i^glemciit de nolia" 

J ai 1 honneur d accuser niception ii votre Excellence de cette communication, 
sur les termes de laquello le Gouvernement de Sa Majesty dans le Rovaumc-Uni 
est d accord. 

Veuillez agnier, i&c. 

H. M. KNATCHBULL-HUGESSEN. 


Sir //. KnatchbuU-Huaesgen to M. Numan Menemencioijiu, 

, British Embassy in Turkey. 

akara. le 2 dirembre 1940. 

, ,,,P . pourparlers relatifs ii I’Accord de Paiement en dale dc ce jour, 

la delegation turque cliargde de ntfgocicr cct accortl a demand^ de quelle manibre 
le Gouvernement dc Sa Mnjestb Britannique pourrail faeiliter les achats turcs 
des pays neutres, tels que les Etats-Unis et les Indes Nberluiidaises. 

Je viens donner 4 votre Extelleiice l’n.ssurniicc que moii Gouvernement est 
d ac^rd de faeiliter dans In plus grande mcsiire possible les achats turcs des pavs 
prboitbs |)our la dunSe de I’Accord. soit par I’octroi des facilitds de transport, 
assurance. &c., soit par I’octroi des facilitila de pniemcnl. 

Veuillez agn6er, &c. 

H. 41. KNATCHBULL-HUGESSEN. 


M. Numan Menemencioglu to Sir //. Knatchbull-Hugessen. 

M. I’^toMiideiir, .4 nkaru, le 2 dScembre 1940. 

J AI 1 honneur d’accuser rbceptioii de votie lettre en date de cc jour ainsi 
confue: 

“ Lors des pourparlers relatifs 4 I’Accord de Paiement en date de co jour, 
la dblbgation turquo charge de nbgocier cct aixxird a demandb do quelle 
manibre le Gouvernement do Sa Majeste Britannique pourrnit faeiliter les 
achats turcs des pays neuties, tels que les Etats-Uuis et les Indes 
Nberlandaises. 

" Je viens donner 4 votre Excellence I’assuriince que moii Gouvernement 
est d’accord do faeiliter dans In plus grande mesuro possible Ics achats turcs 
des pays prbeitbs pour la durbe de I’Aceord, soit par I’octroi des faoilitbs dc 
transport, assurances, &o., soit par I’octroi dcs facilitbs de paiements.” 

Veuillez agrber. btc. 

N. MENEMENCIOGLU. 
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|R 8767/4 7] 


Sir II. KnntchbuU-Hugeffrn to Vi^eount llalifiu.—(Rrcfired Dectmbrr 5.) 


Aujjoru, Uectmber 4, liWO, 


(No. 1659.) 

(Tclcjjraphic.) 

\Ot’R telegrams No, 1861 and No. 1385. 

I. I was unable to sro the Minister for I'oreign Affairs until this morning. 

3. 1 began by speaking in the sense of your telegram No. 1385. I pointed 

out that you were seriously concerned lest Turkish pFirase aliout " the prudent 
attitude and leanings of their higher policy " might leave it o|)cn to Dulgaria to 
join the 1 rijnirtite Pact while avoiding the obligation to go to war. 

3. Minister for I'oreign Affairs pointed out that up till now Dulgaria had 
hot joined ihc pact and seemed leiw liKoiy to do so. He was not certain whether 
this luiprovenient was due to Uiissinn or'Turkish action in Sofia or to lioth. 

4. I sjiid that what yon also feared was that some Turco-Diilgarian iindcr- 


.. . HIM) leareu was mat some 1 iirco-inilgnrian iinder- 

slaiiding might result from the present conversations which mi^t neutralise 
liirkey in the event of ticrinans advancing through Vtigoslnvin without 
threatening Dulgaria. The Minister for I'oreign .Affairs e.vpressed the view that 
this fear was groundless (I should mention that on 3rd Decemlier 1 asked my 
(-.reek colleague to menlion this point to the Prime Minister, who had sent for 
linn. Mv (jreek colleague did so and received the reply that the Turkish (.iovern- 
ment had already thought of this and were " not so ‘ naif ’ us all that ") I went 
on to say that my interpretation of the position was that Tiirkisli Covernmenl 
might make an arrangement with Dtilgiiria to the effect that neither would go to 
war with the other unless («) one attacked the other directly, or (b) one allowed 
a foreign army to pass through its territory. 1 said this would surely not hamper 
1 urkev from Boiiig to war, in the event of a (ierinan advance through Ytigo- 
huiMtt Icuvin|f Hiilgnrm and lurkey (hi'eatonod. I said that it also seemed to me 
clear that whatever airniigenieiit were made, if Dulgaria attacked Turkev or 
allowed (jcrinany to attack Turkey through her territory, the agroement w'ould 
lapse and I urkey would go to war. It was here that the Minister for I'oreign 
Affairs made the remark ro|>orted in my telegram No. 1658 that if (ierniaiiv 
attacked thraugh Dulgaria "cither alone or together" (which he repeatetl) 

I urkev would naessarily lie at war. He al8o c.xprc8scd complete agreement with 
my (fehnitioim of the situation, viz., that such an agreement with Dulgaria would 
not hainwr Turkey in the event of u (Ierinan atta^ through Yugoslavia. 

o. Returning to the question of possible action to prevent Dulgaria from 
joining Tripartite Pact, Minister for Foreign Affairs spoke atronglv in favour 
of gentle as against severe treatment of Dulgaria. He dit^ not [ ? groip omitted : 
lliink ) It advisable to admonish them with threatening language Dulgaria was 
Ml an exccedinirly delicatc^ition. governed hy the fine of provoking iJormany. 
Npcech of the pulgarinn Minister for Foreign Affairs on 3r</ Deceml^r had hain 
\er\ adroitly balanced, and Ins hxccllcncy saw signs of Dnlgarian desire for 
rappiwhemenl with Turkey. Nor did he agree that his own fanguage to Sofia 
(niy telegram No. IfitMl) had lieon weak. Ho had spoken of the consequences of 
Turkey and Dulgaria finding themselves in opposite cnmp.s, and he had aliii s^ken 
of similar consequences if fiulgaria found liersolf " entach^e " (stained by her 
rehitions with other 1 owers, i.e (lermany. He had wrapped his language up 
as he reali^l the danger that throats would have driven Dulgaria further into 
the arms of Germany, but his language had nevertheless lieen perfectly clear He 
I ^ a OTiitinuous contact with the Dulgarian Government. Soon 

afttr the pulgarinn Minister returned here from Sofia he intended to invite the 
Turkish Minister at Sofia to come to Angora. 

l,«.„?;i ramimmarise the situation in the Dalkans as ho now saw it 
he said that Dulgaria had a ready drawn a little way from Germany. Yugoslavia’ 

"O'" development in &lgarin’ 
The best thing that 1 urkev could do would lie to continue to work on Dulgaria as 
the more Dulgaria could Iw drawn away from Germany the more determined 
""‘i * proiwrtion ns her fear of a German attack through 

Dulgaria or a hostile Dulgaria on her flank diminished. He agreed that tie 
essciKial thing was to draw Dulgaria closer to Turkey and Yngosftvia " 


•7. 1 here made an appeal that the Turkish press should reciprocate the 
recent friendly tone of the Bulgarian press (Sofia telegram No. 803). Minister 
for Foreign Affairs did not demur. 

8. I then informed him of Moscow telegram No. 1046 and acted on the 
instructions in your telegram No. 1381. The Alinister for Foreign Affairs had 
had similar information from Moscow. Speaking in the sense of paragraph ‘2 
of your telegram, I instructed him that he shoidd concert with tne Yugoslav 
Government some joint action to support Dulgaria in her effort to free himself 
from the Gernian nold on her. I qiiotetl the suggestion in paragraph 4 of vonr 
telegram No. 743 to Delgrade. The .Minister for Foreign .Affairs seenietl to think 
that joint action was out of the tpicstion owing to the attitude of Ihilgradc. He 
quoted Prince Paul's language rejiorted in my telegram No. 1597 ns indicating 
negative attitude of the Yugoslav Government, and said that w'c should address 
ourselves first to Delgrade. He made no comment, at le.nst certainlv no negative 
comment, when I enqiiiretl whether he wouUl lie wilting to act if Delgrade agreed 
to do so. 

(Repeated to Athens. Sofia and Delgrade.) 


[R 8S97/4/7] .\o. 113. 

Viscount Halifax to Sir II. Knatclibull'lluge.ssrn {.'Ingora). 

(No. 385.) 

Foreinn Office. Drcrmber (i, UHO. 

_ON the 19th Novemlier. in the course of one of his customary tours d'horizon, 
the riirkish Ambassador observed to .Sir Grnie Sargent that recent developments 
in the Balkans were tending in such a way that the actions of the Bulgarian 
Government would have a decisive effi'ct, not merely on the course of the war in 
the Balkans, but on the tempo of the war between Great Britain and Germany. 
IHs I'.xtKilency was convinced that Herr Hitler had decided to send his armies 
through Dulgaria. When asked whether, if Herr Hitler’s objective was Salonika, 
the route through Yugoslavia would not he far easier and more diyect than that 
Uiroiigh Bulgarin, Ur. Arns iiinintuined that the German objective was not 
Salonika. The Italians, he said, would have the honour and glory of occupying 
that town, while the Gcrinnn armies mctipied Bulgarin and Thrace, and thus 
encircled and paralysed A'ligoslavia and at the same time threatened Turkey, 
The suwess of such a campaign and its ultimate results tints depended largely on 
whether Herr Hitler could count on the co-operation or even tacit acquiescence 
of Bulgaria. This, in his F.xccllency’s opinion, was what made the decision of 
the Bulgarian Government, and more particularly of King Boris, of such vital 
im|>ortance at the present juncture. The ambassador would not admit the 
argument that King Boris was perhaps not personally in a jiasition to control the 
situation in Bulgaria, and expre-ssed himself ns cc’rtain that the King, if he 
wanted to, could take and put through whatever decision he wished. 

2. So convimxxl was his ICxecIleney of the importance of leaving nothing 
undone in regard to Bulgarin that he had recently, with the authorisation of his 
Government, put to the Yugoslav Mitiister in 'ixindon the proposal that the 
Turkish and Yugoslav Governments should combine together to summon the 
Bulgarian Government to join with Yugoslavia atid Turkev in lommon action 
to resist German pressure and ixmctration into Bulgaria. Unforlunntely. how¬ 
ever, he had received no reply from the A'ugoslav Government, and felt bound to 
conclude that they were not jirepared to take such drastic action (in this connexion 
it is perhaps worth while to compare Mr. Gampbell’s U'legram No 949 of the 
17th November). 

3. .iVs regards the Turkish Government themselves, the atnlsissador was at 
pains to explain that, in the event of Bulgaria permitting the entry of German 
troops, it would lie in the best interests of l«th 'hirkev and Great tiritain if the 
former rejnained passive so as to give herself more time to lomplete her defences 
and to choose her own moment for an active ititervention. ' Sir Ornie Sargent 
demurred strongly to this view, atid pointed out that a German oexupation of 
Bulgaria would weaken the whole strategic position of Turkev anil would go far 
to neutralise the increase in Turkish armaments which slie might effect during 
the iwriod of waiting. Bulgarin was a natural bastion, which Turkey could stirelv 
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haukax. 


[R 8849/1218/44) No. 1 U. 

Sir //. KnatchbuU-lluger^rn to Vhcoont ll.,lil,u.-{Rrcrirrd Derembrr 10.) 
(.N’o. 332 E.) 

My l,ord, , ,, 

WITH reference to Mr. Morgans despatch NoIXe onim'^oS june^lL 

I .1.0 n ofi'C}, by means of the purchase and export of Turkish uoods 
r o to your Lordship herewith copy of Ifceree 2 /I 4573 

of the 23rd Octoixr, 1040. which modifies exisVing regulatii^fs il tKm exion 
r,.o ,fo "o«.‘‘oV'^“o "on>ra fifteen Turkish p?o<iucts which may liTcxMrted 
( h. subject (1) to the iJime of an exjiort Lnc^T {he 

Mniistrj of C omniorw. und (2) to such shipmonts IwiiiK effected exclusive^lv to 
ixaintries (a) of which persons entitled to receive such transfers of blocked funds 

{Illic-rofX. sbareholdcrs or^iead 

olhee of tlx companies or organisations constituted, either wholly or iiartiallv 
with foreign capital are established. ^ partially. 

3. In the went of such raiiiitries having concluded a clearing or iinvments 
agroenient with Turkey, it is necessary to obtain a guarantee froriUho comiietcnl 
uiithorities of those countries that such shipments will fell enlirely outside 
existing clearing or mmiieiisniion payments agreements. These giinriintees must 
accompany any application to the Turkish Nfinistrv of Finance-at An^ra fo{ 
[leruiiasion to effc-ct such exports. (Article 2.) ' •''ngora lor 
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Supplementary exTCnses, such ns freight and insurance charges, 
th~s e.ximr;er“(A?tiX 30 ‘ '*>• “"»ign«--^ o»‘ of the value of 

siihi«-i previous and existing regulations on this 

(ft^t'ole 4), came into force on the date of its publication in the 
«#C1«/No. 4050 of Uie 31st October last. l»‘o»™iion in tne 

I have, &c. 

H. M. KNATCnnUIX-nUGESSEN. 


Enclosure in No. 114 
Urcrrt No. 2/14573 /lit 23 Oetobrr 1040 

:*’* proposition faite par Ic Ministbre dcs Finances par sa note 
No. .54271/1/1451)4 du 10 octobre 1941) avc-c rnssentiment dii Ministbre dii 
t-ommerre, le Conscil dcs Ministres a, dans sa rcainion dii 23 octobre 1040 
approiiybja mise cn vigueiir dii dberet ci-nnnexd relatif an mode de transfert 
ties interets et dividendes ciiie les scx'ibtba indigbhes et f-trangbres travaillant en 
Tiirquie sont tenues dc rbgler h leurs actionnaires et obligntaires ae troiivant ii 
1 btranger, ainsi que des fonds bUxiiibs actiiellement aiiprbs de In Banque ccntralc 
de la Rbpiiblique de Turquie jmiir des raisons diverses. 


Urcrrl relatif au Mode de Trnii.s/ert de.s Fonds blogues, formant .\unrudicr aii 
llecret No. 12. 


I ^^fticle 1**. Les marchandises bnumbrbcs ci-bas sont affeetbes au transfert 
des crbances blo<|ubcs dcs personnes physiiiiies et morales btrangbres btablies ii 
1 btranger, ainsi quo des intbrets cl dividendes que les socibtbs et btablissemcnts 
ayant eiitibrement on en partie iin capital btranger sont tenus do remettre a 
1 btranger (it Tcxclusion dcs dispositions des atx-ords et contruts cxistants): 


(1) Anis. 

(2) F.ponges. 

(31 Noisettes (rbi-oltc 1930). 

(4) Lbgiimes frais. 

(5) Racines tinctoriales. 

(Oi Tapis. 

(7) Ecume de nier. 

(8) Tabac (rbcolte do I'aiinbo 1038 

et des annbes antbricures). 


(0) Fruits frais. 

(10) Conserves de fruits el de lbgiimes 

(les rbcipieiits cn fer blanc iTevani 
ctre foiirnis par raclictcur). 

(11) Vins.' 

(12) Li(|ueurs. 

(13) Essence cle ro-ses. 

(14) I’oiidre de lait. 

(15) Eaux minbralcs. 


Art. 2. la-s marchandises indiqiibes Ji Particle 1" (relies en regard 
desqucllcs une clause spbc-ialc a bte prbvue, d'aprbs cetle clause) peuvent etro 
oxpqrtbes avee I’autorisation dii Ministbre dii Commerce cxclusivement ii 
destination dcs pays dont rexsortissent ou sont btablies les |x>rsoniies btrangbres 
et des pays oil so trouvent les actionnaires ou le sibge central des socibtbs et 
btabhiMiemcnts ayant eiitibrement ou en partie iiii capital btranger. 

Si ere pays ont t-onclii avee la Turquie un accord de clearing ou similaire il 
faiit qiiTl soil obtenu dcs btalilixsemenls officiels compbtents dc ere pays line 
aiitorisation attestant quo la contrc-valeiir dc la marchandise exportbe sera laisabe 
hors clearing, conmensation ou restriction, et qiPuiie dbmarche soil faite aiiprbs 
du Ministbre des Finances avee rette aiitorisation. 

Art. 3. I-es frais d'exportation tcis (lue frets, primes d’axsurancc, commis¬ 
sion dcs marchandises indiqubes il Particle 1". seront rbglbs il destination par 
les intbre8sbajivec.lea devises provenant du transfert dc res marchandises. 

Art. 4. .Sont alirogbes les dispositions jus(|u'il prbsent en viguoiir relatives 
ail transfert il Pbtranger des fonds entrant dans Pobjcl dc Particle 1”. 

Art. 6. Isi prbsent dberct entre en vigueur ii partir de la date dc sa 
publication. 









IR 8727; 17/M] Xo. 115 . 

Sir //. Knatehbuil-UutjrtiseH to Viscount Ilittifacc.—(lieceieed Decetnber 10.) 
(No. IBOB.) 

(Telcjjmnliic ) j ntjora, December 9, 1040. 

toil I NKiJlTI.Y report. 

Xo change in pn]>lic opinion, (ireek .siux’csse.s cause satisfaction. 

• regulations of Thrnix> prohihition of use of private cars, together 

with pns'lainalion of inarlial law in Thrace, are accepted hy the public as natural 
precautionary measures. People are gradually liecoming acciistoincd to the iilea 
that the rouiurv will one day lie at war. 

3. 1 he signature of the Anglo-Turkish Pavmeuis .\greenicnt on 
2nd iJeceinlier is welromed. 

4. Some Turkish technical servile e.\|ierts have licen sent to the British 
forix-s in ICgypt, and some British instructors for the Turkish defence forces have 
arriveil. 

5. The .Minister of Commerce has resigned as the lesull of criticism of his 
|x)liey hy memliers of parliamentary group of the .Popular party. 

B. (iernmn attempts at explaining away the (ieniinn wireless accounts of 
von Pu|H‘n s stalcmeiits on Turkish |)olicy have met with little crcdciue. 


[N 7421/283 88] .\o. lit!. 

Sir S. Cri/Ij/S to Vheonut /l(ili/iir.^{/{rcriretl December 12.) 

(Xo. 11)08.) 

(Telegraphic.) Moscow, December 11, 1040. 

.M\ telegram Xo. 1074. 

Please treat as strictiv coiilidciitinl following areoiiiit of Turkish 
.\mbassador s interview with .\lolotov last night. 

2. Ambassador, who tvas cordiallv reteivetl, liegan with a rfsiiime of the 
situation in the Balkans sintv his last 'interview with Molotov, adding that he 
regarded Uckanor.ov's statement (o him as an olHeial dementi of all current 
runioiirs (see my telegram Xo. 1010). He then enquired whether Solmlvcv's visit 
to Nilia had really lieeii to help to tranqiiillise the Balkans. 

•1. Molotov^replied that lie would answer tlie ambassador’s ipiestions fiillv. 

4. taiviel (ioveriiment has had information that Bulgarin, feeling herself 
menaced, and anticipating an attack, had asked (iernianv and Italy for 
giiariintees. lhereU|ion Molotov had immediately sent SoIkiIv’cv to Sofia io ask 
the h-iiig whether this news uIkiiiI the gimrantTOs was true atiil whether Bulgaria 
felt herself menared. In the event of an aflirtnativc replv. Solailvev was 
instructed to ask the King whether he was prepared to are-ept a gunrairtee from 
the Soviet (iovernmeiit. 

f). At this stage Molotov interi«)hited : " I tell you quite oiicnly that we 
had the impression tliiit Turkey was preparing to attack Bulgarin, aii'd that we 
did not regard such a [xissibility as e.xcluded." 

0. In order to safeguard iieni'e in the Balkans, the Soviet (iovernmeiit had 
pro|)osi>d the gunrantei- to Bulgarin, and he (Molotov) had further iiistructed 
Soliolyev to ask the King whether Bulgarin was [ t rendvl for conclusion of a 
pact of mutual nssistniice. 

7. Molotov had the King’s answer in his hands. The King had stated 
that he noticed an improvement in the situation, and did not find it necessarv to 
accept a Soviet guarantee or to have any pact of mutual nssistniice. 

8. Molotov added that he considered it necessary to tell the ambassador of 
tnpMi> |)ro|) 08 nlR in at) frnnknesM. 

0 . .\nibiuiaador thnnke<l him, and enquired wheiire Soviet (iovernment had 
derived Idea that Bulgarin was menaced: adding that tliev could quite well have 
asked Iiirkisli (.overnment. who. us he knew well, would take no action in the 
Black Sen area without prior notification to the Soviet fiovernnient This was a 
fresh instanre of Itiissinn distrust of Turkey. It was unmerited and would make 
a pamiiil iinpivsaion on iho Turkifth Governmenl. 
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10. Moloiov replied that Soviet Government’s impression had naturally 
been derived from the presence of large Turkish forces in Thrace. 

11. Ambassador retorted that, ns Molotov well knew, these forces were for 
defence only. 

12. To this Molotov did not reply. Ambassador pointed out that Turkey 
had taken ever)' opportunity of warning Bulgaria of danger, and cited statement 
”*’®^®cast from Angora yesterday at midday regarding nirkey’s intentions. He 
further informed Molotov of approach which Turkey had made to Bulgaria in 
last few days, adding, however, that he did not vet know how Bulgai^ians had 
replied. 

L that these conversations interested him very much, and 

asked whether there was any suggestion of a mutual assistance pact. Amlmssador 
replied that he could not say, but he would inform Molotov as soon as lie heard. 
In conclusion, the ambassador observed that Soviet-Turkish relations had been 
much better when the two countries had consulted one another fully and frankly, 
and It was a pity that practice had been discontinued. 

14. Ambassador’s general opinion on this interview, which I share, is that 
there was no agreement in Bi'Hin regarding the Balkan questions. With 
Germans at the mouth of the Danulie, Russia wanted a “ point of strength ’* in 
the Balkans, and had thought this an opportune moment to trv to get what has 
always l>een Stalin’s wish—a foothold in Bulgarin. Soviet’ Government had 
encouraged the idea of a Turkish threat to Bulgaria as the liest wav of bringing 
pr^ure to l»eur on her to agn^ to a mutual asaistance pact, wtenaihly to protect 
Bulgaria from Turkey, but in practice to protect Ruasian interests against 
Germany. In this they have failed; in consequence, ihev arc beginning to realise 
the extent of their isolation. This may cause them to'turn more towards those 
countriea, Turkey in particular, which may prove firm friends in the event of a 
German attack. 


[R 8943/4/7] Xo. 117. 

Sir II. Knatc/ibuU lliiijrsseii to Viscount //idifu.'c.—(/ieccirrd December 14.) 
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(R 8580/316/441 .\n. ns, 

•'iir //. KnntchbiM-lluiji^sfrn to l ixraiint llali/iu.—{Reeeire<l Docembrr 21) 
(Xo. 1773.) 

Mnrtinl law has tieen prolonged for thitw months as from the 2(Hh Det^cmher. 


fR 9042/17/441 No. 118. 

Sir II. Knatchhitll-llugrrren to Vhcoimt ll/ili/<ix.-{l{ecriv,d Decembrr 24) 
(Xo. 547.) 

M\ ... .4 ngoru, A'oremftrr 28, 1940. 

M \li Ce^iiio « f ll>al on the 20th Novemlier 

f p ^ riirkc.v: Personalities No. (1) resigned from his post ns 
If r mour nominally on the grounds of ill-health, hut reallv, 

Vi Hhe Ot er » V <>0 aeeouiit of some disagreement of a personal nature 

«dih^^h u™ . . p" Afyon Kariihisar; as one of the Deputies for 

t)ie ixirtfo io of Pommnn '*■ Assemhly since 1023. He^had held 

ynn/^t..!- i> 11 - re- ‘/'•'•‘nt'o" i» April 1030, when the 

;«'?re;:'rafe delmrlm^u'' «>'-<'ivi<led into 

of tioreS'em HiVrto"'tTm‘’nattn.’' explanations 

..f p^mn''*■'1?, «*"o tu'nouneed on the 2eth Novemlier of the Minister 

for Angorn.“™"'"‘''" '■>' M- MUmtaz Oknien^^^r^uty 

4. M. MUmtaz Okmen was Ixirii in 1805; he studied law at Istnnh,,! 

I invorsity nud was one of three* judi;e8 appointed at Vimom hv »Kn v i 
(lovcriiinenl imiiiLHliatelv after its formation was a niemlmr rif 
Peoples party fron, thi time of its foStion anS il. 

Angora and a meinlwr of the Cenernl K.xeeutivo Council of th^ nnrtv * ’ ^ 

I have, &c. ' 

_ H, M, KN.-VTCHBULL-HUGKSSKN, 


IR 9059/208/44) No, 120, 

Sir II. Knalrl.b„lt.llu,je.n,n to Vhcount Ilalif,ix.-{Rocric,d Decrmbrr 25 1 
(No. 1703.) ' 

reiegram No. 1701. 24, 1940. 

lold 1110 lonfidentially this morning that in the 

Kx Jem w«n'li”tle^'~ His 

askef 

.«hi^ t 

widen their present agreetnetit with Turkey, Turkish (j3nS ^o d^ 
prepared to examine such a suggestion. ' ernmtnt would be 
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Ambassador seems to have spoken [two groups tindecypher- 
what’he had stdd* foreign Affairs did not appear necessarily to endorse 

graDhl^h^«^*dTH?^'"“ '"ke no steps” (para- 

for ^ ? i“P’^.-''J° ,1“®’''®'’ '"‘■■y li'f war with us 1 Minister 

afTectinn Sittea? ■' >iown to steps 

pr^iSS^ krep me infomml ®’P®®i»"y B»'K«>-ia. 

(Please repeat to Moscow.) 


[R 9090/842/44] .No. 121 , 

gjfo 372) to Sir //. Knatchbull-IJugessen (Angora). 

’ TRP T.,,i,i.K A L 1 Foreign Office, December 27, 1040. 

when^ffteJMDri^i^o ^ ““a®'' ^’'® ''"'® ‘•'■a "flenioon, 

reMtiior ^ ^1 ® ^ ® K™l>ficnHon that we were once again working 
K he sLid^ hateiro J" t® ap®“\of our recent operations in Libya® 
f u ’ had finally put an end to the threat to Egypt, and had ther4v 
rompletol)^ altered the situation in the Near East. The North Sea now see'Sto 

«onained to be^-n whaTsucoe^ 
the new Italiim generals could bring off. If they failed to achieve anvthinir the 
ronsMuenm for Italy would be most serious. Signor Mussolini would then be 

fnwfinrt^e r “r ®^ ®"''®'' admitting defeat 0 ? Sf 

mv ting the (Germans to come to his aid. Ho did not believe that Germanv wLh 

Silane ®^ O'® ®^®“l .of a compTere^IUli 

2. His Excellency mentioned that, fortunately, the relations between our two 
.r"* ®*®®'’®“‘' “/ h aad I had often laboured togetherTn rte pm 

^Sr ^^® *’®*P which had beengiven him bv^thc 
Adiitiraity the War Office, by Sir A. Sinclair and by Ix)rd ^*averbrool/ hi 
par tcular. he much appreciated the attitude of the Minister for AiSt Pre 
duction and the frank helpfulness with which he had been treated hv h"ni IDs 
country s chief need at Uie moment was for anti-aircraft guns, bSt his ■Government 
fn"L“P'”®-®*' “ting Turkish 

I am. &c. 

ANTHONY EDEN. 


[R 9089/208/44] No. 122. 

Sir H. KnatchbuH Uugessen to Viscount llali/ax.—{Receire,l Decembrr 28 1 
(No. 1810.) • 

(Tcle^raphi^)^nm -4 ngora. December 27. 1040. 

horeign Affairs told me this morning that the Turkish Govern, 
menl had dreided to reply that they noted from recent conversations which Imd 
taken place that the Russian agreement was regarded by both sides ns hnim. atiii 

ivtiri^'b T*’®-® "®'®*' 'i-»t Soviet (iovernment Kd ex~d“ 

extend the agreement. If this were reallv the ensi. T.i..Ui„k r- " oesiro to 

ready to examine favourably any proposal which the Sovl-t Gorerimienl inTght 
make, provided it were on a reciprocal basis uoreinment might 

(Repeated to Mo.scow, No. 015.) 






